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UPDATE ON THE “D.W.” COVERS - Part 2 by Chris Hargreaves continued:
:

Backstamp
Figure 9 - Cover #11 Postmarked FRIEDRICHSHAFEN 15.08.1931
Cachet: MIT LUFTSCHIFF GRAF ZEPPELIN BEFORDERT
Addressed to Prince Albert, Sask., Canada

Further research by Barry Countryman:

G COVER 11: The "Graf Zeppelin" was in Munster, Germany on Aug.
16/31, then returned to base the next day. I believe that the Prince
Albert date slugs are misplaced. The backstamp - should read Aug.
28. Ice forced the Winnipeg-Regina-Moose Jaw plane to land Aug.
27 in Manitoba. Bad weather also kept the Winnipeg-Moose Jaw
plane in Manitoba the day before. (See Figure 10.) A deadly tornado
struck Estevan and southeast Saskatchewan Aug. 26 evening.
Figure 10 - The Leader-Post, Regina
August 27th 1931, page 3.

Figure 11 - Cover #13

Postmarked ST.JOHNS,N’FLD MAY 24 1931

Backstamped in MOOSE JAW on June 5th 1931

This cover is listed in the Air Mails of Canada and Newfoundland as
Newfoundland FF-42, with a note: This flight was scheduled for May 24,
but was held until May 26.
The clipping to the right was sent to me by Barry Countryman, and gives
no indication that the flight was likely to be delayed. - Bill Beaudoin, who
sent me the cover, included a comment that “Newfoundland Air Mails”
by C.H.C. Harmer did not give a reason for the delay.
Regarding the end of the cover’s journey, Barry commented:

G COVER 13: “Don't know why "D.w." was applied. Prairie weather
was fine.”
The cover would have been flown from Winnipeg to Moose Jaw, and
then continued by rail to Estevan.
I also received a comment from Bob Dyer that, “This is the first Newfie
cover I recall seeing with the "D.w." “ - Bob edits “The Newfie
newsletter”, produced by the Newfoundland Study Group of the British
North America Philatelic Society, and is also the current President of
BNAPS.

Figure 12 - The Evening Telegram,
St. John’s, Newfoundland,
Saturday May 23rd , 1931.
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UPDATE ON THE “D.W.” COVERS - Part 2 by Chris Hargreaves continued:
Barry also looked at Cover 4 (Figure13), which is a First Flight
Cover postmarked SISCOE on October 28th 1930, and
addressed to Grande Pointe, Manitoba. He commented that:
G

The Prairie air routes had excellent weather for at least the
first five days of November.

G Grande Pointe was less than 20 miles from Winnipeg. (See
map below.)

Figure 13 - Cover #4

* indicates Grande Pointe.

Since the airmail route to Winnipeg via Pembina did not open to
February 1931, this means that Cover 4 would have arrived in
Winnipeg by train, received the D.w. handstamp, and then
continued by train to Grande Prairie.
Covers 7 and 8, (Figures 14 and 15), were also from the Amos Siscoe first flights, and would have arrived in Winnipeg with
Cover 4. They also received a D.w. handstamp, and probably
also continued from Winnipeg by train, as Oak Lake is inbetween
Winnipeg and Regina: 264 kms west of Winnipeg, but 310 kms
east of Regina.

Figure 14 - Cover #7
Addressed to Oak Lake, Manitoba

A indicates OAK LAKE

However, the cover in Figure 16 is also from the Amos - Siscoe
First Flight, so would have arrived in Winnipeg with Cover 7. It
is addressed to A.B. Stuart in Estevan, as was Cover #13, and
backstamped MOOSE JAW NOV 4 1930 which indicates it was
flown from Winnipeg. But whereas Cover #13 to Estevan
received a D.w. handstamp, Figure 16 to Estevan didn’t, even
though covers 4, 7 and 8 which arrived in Winnipeg at the same
time did!
One possible explanation, is that all the covers from the Amos Siscoe First Flights flew from Montreal via Toronto, Windsor and
Chicago to Minneapolis, and then continued to Winnipeg in an
“Air Mail bag”. The D.w. handstamp might then have been
applied before further sorting. However, the D.w. handstamp is
also found on some covers that originated in Winnipeg, (e.g.
Covers 26, 28, 29, 30), so at what stage of mail handling was it
applied? And why?

Figure 15 - Cover #8
Addressed to Oak Lake, Manitoba

Figure 16
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UPDATE ON THE “D.W.” COVERS - Part 2 by Chris Hargreaves continued:
A number of people have made comments about the enquiry, and/or suggested alternative explanations as
to what “D.w.” stood for, either in writing or in discussions. - These comments and suggestions are
summarized below, and hopefully will encourage more people to send in suggestions.
Normally I am careful to give credit for a contribution to the individual who makes it. In this case, however, I am also
including comments and questions raised in discussions about some of the suggestions, as I hope these comments
will stimulate more ideas.
I have therefore not attributed the individual comments below, as I don’t want anybody to feel “criticized”, or to
hesitate about sending in a novel idea in the future.


Maybe D.w. stood for Diverted westbound ?

 or Destination west ?
 or Dispatched Winnipeg ?
 Since the 'w' is lower case, 'D.w' more likely means 'Delayed (by) weather' then 'Delayed (at) Winnipeg'. I think
that it would be upper case if it meant Winnipeg.
 I believe that the mark was only used at one specific post office (possibly Winnipeg), and was for INTERNAL
use only to indicate special handling i.e. Delayed weather, Delayed work ,Delayed waybill etc., and that the term
was understood by all local staff.
 Last Saturday at brunch, some of us had a discussion re: "D.w". We did not come to any satisfactory answers, but
one fact came up that there was no correspondence out of Winnipeg going East. One thought was that "D.w." stood
for Destination west. Perhaps a capital "w" was not available?
 Both “weather’ and ‘Winnipeg’ start with a “W”. Could it be that the Winnipeg P.O. did not want the blame for
delay placed on them when mail was delayed by weather, and so deemed it necessary to use a small “w” when the
delay was due to weather? Had the delay been the fault of the Winnipeg P.O. a capital W would have been used
as all cities begin with a capital letter.
 Would the postal chiefs in such places as Winnipeg, Calgary and Edmonton be somewhat autonomous in what
they used as “stamps”? Might one postmaster save ink by using an abbreviation in a handstamp, while another used
a text message?
 if “D.w.” is a Post Office handstamp, did it comply with U.P.U. regulations?
 D.w. covers are scarce. - I've been watching for more D.w. covers but no luck so far.
 “While doing some eBaying last
evening I came across an interesting
lot.” (See Figure 17.) “It struck me
that although the font of the 'Air
Mail' handstamp on it is different
from that of the 'D.w.'s, the vertical
size, line thickness and ink colour
are very similar. My understanding is
that this 'Air Mail' handstamp was a
post office issue. If correct, could
that be a link between the two?”

Figure 17

After seeing the eBay illustration I bought this cover to examine it. - The “Air Mail” handstamp does indeed look very
similar to the D.w. handstamp. I have a number of other covers with the boxed Air Mail handstamp, and hadn't
thought about a similarity to the D.w. handstamp before. Then again, Murray Heifetz researched both handstamps,
and never suggested a connection either. The 'Air Mail' handstamp was indeed a post office marking, but Murray
thought the handstamps may have been produced locally, rather than “issued from Ottawa”.4

4

Murray’s research on The "Boxed" Air Mail Hand Stamp is posted on the CAS website at
www.aerophilately.ca
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UPDATE ON THE “D.W.” COVERS - Part 2 by Chris Hargreaves continued:

 “My guess is that the D.w. handstamp was applied in the Winnipeg post office. It was possibly applied to the top
cover in each bundle of airmail dispatched westbound.”
 The only reason why mail is sent by air, is to speed it up. If flights are delayed there is little difference with rail
transport which is cheaper. Flying in those years was still largely by Visual Flight Rules, and any kind of bad
weather would delay the plane taking off. In order to stop an avalanche of complaints about slow delivery of
airmail, the Winnipeg post office put on this handstamp, basically saying "Not our fault". I believe the D. w. stands
for " Delayed. weather."
An article about the “D.w.” covers was also published in the BNAPS journal, BNATopics.
This has worked out very well, as aerophilatelists have generally assumed the marking was related to air mail
service and the flight. However, a couple of readers from the BNAPS community have focussed on other
issues, particularly the railway mail service:

 The D.w. article sparked my interest as I collect Alberta related flight material. While I do not have any "D.w."
covers on hand, I strongly support the notion it is a Winnipeg post office marking and related to the first Prairie
Flights. This is mainly because the dates that "D.w." markings are found neatly fit the start and end dates of the
Prairie Flights; which began on March 3rd 1930 and were terminated on March 30th 1932.
I collect commercial covers on these routes, on the Alberta legs. There were two changes that effected the Alberta
legs. On January 15th 1931 Lethbridge was added to the Winnipeg - Calgary route. On July 1st 1931 the route
from Winnipeg to Calgary was extended to Edmonton; and at the same time the Regia, Saskatoon, North
Battleford, Edmonton route was terminated. However throughout the 1930 - 1932 period, there were very many
adjustments to the times schedules. These schedules are now available online via the Monthly Postal Guide
Supplements for the dates in question.
I suspect the many changes in the schedules were in part due to ease the burden on the carrier; but also to better
match the train schedules. While the first Prairie Flights were in operation a person could sent a letter airmail to
eastern Canada at 5 or 6 cents, but the letter still had to be carried by train east of Winnipeg to Ontario.
My suspicions are that the "D.w." marking was used by the Winnipeg PO for bundled mail related to meeting a
schedule and thus putting a priority on the bundle. The fact that the "D.w." has been found on facing slips tends
to support such a notion, but it is pure supposition. I don't know what the initials may mean but it it may have been
coded on purpose. Is seems that this Prairie Air scheme was not a paying proposition. Matching the train plane
schedules with the plane schedule was a bit of a challenge and perhaps the post office did not want to advertise
the misses. Delayed or Detained at Winnipeg comes to mind, both of which are negative in the promotion of the
air service so why spell it out? Regardless it is a most interesting aspect of this period.
An earlier comment also mentioned “fault”. Perhaps the handstamp was intended to tell postal employees in
Regina, Calgary, etc. that the slow delivery was the railway’s fault, and that the mail had missed a connection in
Winnipeg because the train was late arriving in Winnipeg? But if so, why is it found on covers that originated in
Winnipeg?

 might D.w. mean “Day (train) west”? Perhaps it indicates that once the covers reached Winnipeg, they were being
be sent to their destinations further west by train and not by air.
 could air mail out of Winnipeg have been sent (infrequently) by train for whatever reason? I recall seeing
somewhere, not in Canada but in the USA I think, that some railway post offices used the initials dw to mean day
train west, dn to mean day train north, etc.
I asked a friend who is a railway-philatelist to look into the use of “Dw” for me. He replied:

 I am unable to find any references to DW in the Railway Study Group news letters. The word DOWN is used on
some cancels but usually it's just N or S or E and W. Good luck with your research - we have our own mysteries
involving strange sets of letters showing up on covers.
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