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AVAILABLE IN A FULL COLOUR PDF
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IN THIS ISSUE:
HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:
● CAS to host FIP Aerophilatelic Commission

meeting during CAPEX

NEW INFORMATION ON:
● Airmail from Victoria BC - 1919
● Laurentide Air Service
● World War II crash covers
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ORAPEX2023–Will beheld onMay 6th-7th 2023at the Nepean Sportsplex,1701Woodroffe Ave,
Ottawa, OntarioK2G1W2.Thethemewill be “Marcophily/Postmarks”. Seewww.orapex.ca formore
information.
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The CAS has donated an award for 
THE BEST AIRMAIL EXHIBIT 

at CAPEX. 

         It shows a        
      Fairchild FC2-W2 
of Canadian Airways Limited. 

 

 

The ZEPPELIN  & AIRSHIP  COLLECTORS are holding a  meeting   on  Friday, June 10 at 2PM, to 

which all  are  invited.  It will  include    a  talk  on "U.S. Airships – Canadian Dispatches and 

Destinations"  by  Bob  Helms,  and  an  open  session for  any  zeppelin  questions. 

THERE WILL BE A CASUAL DINNER WHERE AEROPHILATELISTS CAN MEET AND CHAT ON 

FRIDAY EVENING. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING PLEASE EMAIL   

HARGREAVESCP@SYMPATICO.CA 
 

The CAS will be hosting a meeting of the FIP Aerophilatelic Commission from 

12 noon to 2:00 PM on Saturday June 11th. – The meeting will include a 

presentation produced by Norman Banfield, Acting Chairman of the FIP 

Aerophilatelic Commission, about developments in the guidelines for aerophilatelic 

exhibiting. People who are not at CAPEX can participate in the meeting by Zoom. – 

See www.aerophilately.ca  for the zoom link or email hargreavescp@sympatico.ca  

mailto:HARGREAVESCP@SYMPATICO.CA
http://www.aerophilately.ca/
mailto:hargreavescp@sympatico.ca
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CASPRESIDENT̓S REPORT
Areturn to ataste ofnormalcy,aswehadourfirst liveAGMatORAPEXheldinOttawa. Itwaswonderful
to finally seeold friends, andmeet new ones inperson.My thank you to the executive for continuing
their service to the society for another two years. I would like to thankCharles Livermore and Dave
Bartlet for setting up the Zoomportion of the meeting. Despite the technical issues, I think it was a
wonderful attempt andsomethingweshouldbedoingmore in future!
Technical issuesaside, Charles and I redid myYukonAirways presentation through Zoom,anda fresh
linkwill beprovidedfor viewing.
Somevery goodnews to share. TheCanadianAerophilatelist won a Silver medal at the London2022
International Stamp exhibition! My congratulations to Chris and all the contributors who make our
journal a fabulousread.
Stay safeeveryone.

Steve Johnson
(Steveʼs presentationcannowbe viewedat
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AkOhdTVHRqpghoxjg1bKHD0DtpDNMw?e=lEgYpE)

SECRETARY̓SREPORT
Welcome to another newmember:

#516Bernard Cantinof PuebloWest, Colorado
BrianWolfenden

CANADIANAEROPHILATELICSOCIETYAGMMINUTES
Meeting heldatORAPEX inOttawa, April 24th2022

In attendance: Steve Johnson,ChrisHargreaves,CharlesLivermore, BrianWolfenden, DaveBartlett,
DeniceGuimond,Mike Street, DougLingard,TerryWilson, KenSnelson& guestTerry Judge,plus14
other attendees onZoom.
Steve Johnsoncalled themeeting toorder at2.30p.m.& welcomedall to the meeting.
Therewasminutessilence for 7absent friendswhohadpassedaway sinceour lastmeeting inApril
2019.Theywere DickMalott, Basil S. Burrell, ThomasShaw,HerbLealman,JohnMcCuaig,Robert
Haslewood&DennyMay.
Therewere nopastminutes fromourApril2019meeting.
Elections: Therebeingnonewvolunteersornominations fromthe floor, onamotionfromDoug
Lingard,secondedbyBrianWolfenden &passedunanimously,the current executivewereall re-
elected to another termof2years each.
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President̓ s Report: Steve reviewed the current state of the society&askedthemembershipto
consider volunteering for thepresidency tobringsomenewblood to theexecutive.
Steve offered the societyʼs thanksto Joan Hafer for helpingtokeepthe societyʼs recordsuptodate.
Secretary& Treasurer̓ sreports: BrianWolfenden reviewedbothofthe reportsthat hadbeenprinted
in theMarch CanadianAerophilatelist.
ChrisHargreavespresented theCanadianAerophilatelist editors award to:

For 2020to Terry Judge
For2021toDaveBartlett
For 2022to TomReyman

Web Site: We will be usingtheweb site to hostcover scansthatwill not bein thenewcatalogue
Neweditionof “TheAirMails ofCanada&Newfoundland”: Chrisreported that the latest editionof the
catalogueshouldgoto theprinters sometimeinMay. Pricing, distribution infoetc. to follow. New
cataloguehasall the sectionsthat were in theold version.Manyof the sectionshaveexpanded
considerably asnew informationhascometo light. Someof thesectionswill simplyrefer you to
volumeone.Volumeone in its entirety ispostedon theAAMSwebsite, and issearchable.
NinoChiovelli emailed inasuggestionthat wechangethesociety̓ s nameto the “Canadian
Aerophilatelic Historical Society” to takeadvantageoftaxbreaksavailable, suchasbeingable togive
taxreceipts for charitable donationsetc. After somediscussionincludingSteve Johnson relaying info
onwhat the RPSCwent throughtoapply, onlytobe turneddown,onamotionbyBrianWolfenden,
secondedbyDougLingard& passedunanimously, it wasagreednot to proceedwith thissuggestion.
We thankNino forbringingthismatter to theAGM.
Themeetingclosedat2.55p.m.& thegroupthenwatched avery enjoyablepresentation bySteve
JohnsononYukonAirways.

BrianWolfenden

AMCN2EDITOR̓SREPORT
AMCN1isonlineat the AmericanAirMail Societywebsite, with openaccessto all:

Go towww.AmericanAirMailSociety.org , then choosetheResourcestab, then the Publications tab.
AMCN2shouldgoto theprintersinMay.

ChrisHargreaves

CONGRATULATIONSTOAEROPHILATELICEXHIBITORS
EMIRATES 2022DUBAI washeld from19-23January2022.

Multi Frame
Michael Croy,“TheHistoryof CanadianAviation andPioneer AirMail 1906to1934”-LargeVermeil
SingleFrame
Steve Johnson, “ThePostalHistoryof YukonAirways&ExplorationCompanyLimited” – Gold
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LONDON2022INTERNATIONALSTAMP EXHIBITION – 19-26February2022
Philatelic Literature
TheCanadianAerophilatelist, editedbyChrisHargreavesandPaul Balcaen – Silver

ORAPEX2022-NATIONAL-LEVELPHILATELICEXHIBITION
Ottawa -April 23and242022

Multi Frame
Leslie Selby, “The GoldenAgeof theRigidAirshipasIllustrated by StampsandCovers” – LargeVermeil

andRPSCNoviceAward
SingleFrame
DouglasIrwin, “Canada's LastAirmailStamp” – Gold andCASBest Airmail ExhibitAward
ChrisHargreaves, “Winnipeg's Airmail: FromFantasy toBuenosAires” -LargeVermeil

CONGRATULATIONSTOCHERYLGANZANDGARYLYON

Cheryl and Gary are amongthe philatelists featured in a special
edition of Linn s̓ Stamp News recognizing The Most Influential
Philatelists andTheirEpic StampStories.
The issue features 76individuals from around the world whohave
hadan impacton thehobby in thepast coupleofdecades.
Cheryl was included for the impact she had in creating public
exhibitions as Chief Curator of the Smithsonian National Postal
Museum. She hasbeen amemberof the CASfor manyyears, and
gave a very memorable presentation on “British Airship Post: the
Dreamto Connectthe Empire” for our ZoomDay of Aerophilately
in 2021.
Gary was recognizedasa “dealer andauctioneer inbusinesssince
the1970s”.He istheheadofEasternAuctions, andoneoftheearly
membersof the CASwhojoined in1988.
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SWITZERLANDTOCANADA– 1908
By TomReyman

TheGermanZeppelinairshipswere built and tested inFriedrichschafen on theshoreofLakeConstance(aka
Bodensee) on theGermanyandSwitzerlandborder. In July of1908,a visitor to Lucerne, Switzerlandwas
surprisedtoseeanairshippassingoverhead andmarveledat the sight.Thesubjectpostcardwasavailable for
purchase in1908andshowswhat appears tobe the LZ-4airship(basedonthe tail configuration). On July 1,
1908,theLZ-4begana flightover Switzerland to show its capabilities to the GermanGovernment.Thewriter of
the postcardapparently sawthe LZ-4duringthis flight.

Thewriter sent themailingfromLucerne,postmarkedon July 5,1908,toa personinToronto,Canada.Thetext
reads:

Thoughtthismight interest you. Iwas standingdirectlybelowthishugeairshipas itpassedover the
otherday. Itwas suchapretty sight! It isagreat successI hear.

Thepersonadded“Graf Zeppelinl.7.O.S. Luzern”.Count(Graf inGerman) FerdinandvonZeppelinwas the
designerandconstructor of the “Zeppelin” airships.Themeaningof the “I.7.O.S.” notation is unknown.The
name“Graf Zeppelin” wasnotapplied to the airshipsuntil the LZ-127inSeptemberof1928.

References:

• HTTPS://Airships.net/Zeppelins (The First Zeppelins: LZ-1throughLZ-4)
• Davies,R.E.G., Lufthansa; AnAirline and itsAircraft; OrionBook,New York,1991,Pages40-41.
• FrostSpecial AirshipMail andPostcardCatalogue; FrostPublishingCo.,Petersburg, Virginia,2004,Page

31.
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Victoria, British Columbia -Airmail in1919
Wings AcrossTheWater: Victoria̓s Flying Heritage 1871-1971byElwood White and
Peter L. Smithgivesagreatdescriptionof the aviation scene inBritishColumbiaafter
WorldWar I:

Within monthsthearmisticeonNovember11,1918,bothVancouverandVictoriawitnesseda flurryofaeronautic
activity. Themain impetus, naturally enough,was provided by the large groupof former wartime pilots who
flocked to the west coast. A few of these were new immigrantsfromBritain, or transplants fromother partsof
Canada.The great majority, however, were homecomingBritish Colombians, includinga surprisingnumber of
native Victorians.Many appearedeager tohelp Canadadevelopnew opportunities in civil aviation, even if that
required someprodding.

ACanadianflyingboomwasfosteredbytheavailability andlowcostof reliable aircraft. Almostwithout exception,
the machineof choice was the versatile CurtissJN-4Canuck,knownaffectionately (like other CurtissJN models)
as the “Jenny”. Over1,200of these biplaneswere manufacturedduringthe war byCanadianAeroplanesLtd.of
Toronto,andhadprovenhighlysuccessful,inbothCanadaandtheUSA, in training recruits the Royal FlyingCorps.
With thesurplusstockof thisaircraft nowaglutonthemarket, anewor almostnewCanuckcouldbeboughtfor
as little as$2,000.

Almostnoveteran couldever havemanagedsuchapurchaseonhisown. Fortunately, the Governmenthelped
create a national organization -the Aerial League of Canada – that enabled eager ex-militarypilots to band
together to form localbranches,collectively buyingtheseaircraft soastopolishandexploit their flyingskills.
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The Aerial League had already been active in
Montreal andToronto;buttwobranchescreated in
Victoria and Vancouver were the first in Western
Canada.TheLeague̓sfirst andmostimportant goal
was “to demonstrate the dependability of flying,
viewed from a commercial standpoint”. This
statement expressestheLeague s̓deep faith in the
future of commercial aviation, a conviction not
shared in early 1919 by all members of the
population.
However, there is no sign that even sceptical
Victorians disapproved of the fledgling Aerial
League. With the help of frequent and positive
newspaper support, Victoria branch took just two
months (March andApril 1919)to make itsdream
a reality. The business community was warmly
sympathetic, thoughthere wasnoimmediateoffer
of financialhelp.ThePremier encouragedaLeague
suggestionthat the Forest Branchmightdevelop a
programof firedetection fromtheair.
When Leaguemembers bought their first aircraft
with their ownmoney,local citizensapplaudedand
eagerly awaited the planeʼs arrival. Victoria City
Councilgavecautiousapproval for“Willows Camp”
-its wartime label -to becomeanaerodrome,with
partof theHorseShowbuildingtoberemodeledas
ahanger.
OnMonday, April 28 the Victoria Aerial League s̓
first aircraft was towed fromthe steamerCharmer
through the seatsof the city to beassembledand
riggedat theWillows. Atest flightwasmadein the
eveningof Friday,May 2nd.
TheVictoria Air Leagueplanned to make the first
flight fromVictoria to Vancouver on TuesdayMay
13th.Theflightwas carefully organized,and letters
of greeting were collected from various
organizations and individuals, including one from
Premier JohnOliver.
However, on the day before the flight, an aircraft
from the Vancouver Air League made a surprise
flight fromVancouver toVictoria!
Pilot Capt. Alfred Eckley and an unidentified
passenger arrived in Victoria at 4.45 p.m. on
Monday March 12th. They delivered a letter from
VancouverMayorGale to VictoriaMayor Porter,

and messages to the managers of the Victoria Times
and Daily Colonist newspapers; had dinner at the
Empress Hotel; and returned to Vancouver that
evening.
Thisflightwasnotlisted inAMCN1,butisbeingadded
asPF-11AinAMCN2. (Nomail fromitisknowntohave
survived.)
TheVictoria Air League flight to Vancouver was made
the following day.-A newspaper report fromMay 14th
is reproducedinWingsAcrosstheWater:

TheflightislistedasPF-13inAMCN1,butthedate
isgivenasMay 31stnotMay 13th! -Thisrepeated
a long-standing error from way back in 1931,
when Ian Morgan listed the flight in his
Specialized Catalogue of Canadian Airmails as
occurring on May 31st! The wrong date was
carried forwardsincethen in eachedition of the
AmericanAirMail Catalogue.
Thedate anddescription of the flight have been
corrected for AMCN2, but the PF-13catalogue
numberhasbeenretained tominimizeconfusion
that couldoccurwhenall the listingsandauction
cataloguesareconsulted.
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PF-17Victoria – Nanaimoandreturn: August16th1919

CoverfromaphotocopyofDickMalott̓s collection of“Pioneer andSemi-officialCanadianAirMail Covers
1853to1934”heldbyLibraryandArchivesCanada.

Thisflight is currently listed inAMCN1as:
1919, August16 — Victoria -Nanaimo. The "Pathfinder II" left Victoria at 7:55 a.m. and arrived
Nanaimoat 8:45a.m.Thepilotswere Capt. JamesGray andLt.GordonCameron.Ninety-sixcoverswere
inscribed"Via Aeroplane" and were backstampedthe samedate. Mail was to have been on the return
flightbut througherror, the bagwas left behind.Onesuchcover isknown.Theaircraft wasaCurtissJN-
4"Canuck."

PF-17 Victoria -Nanaimo, Aug.16 (96pieces) 500.00

However, accordingtoWings acrosstheWater: Victoria̓ s FlyingHeritage, 1871-1971:
“Leaving Willows at 1:20 p.m., Pathfinder II reached Nanaimo at 2:15 with one bag of mail
containing 96 covers, having flown the 74 miles in 55 minutes. The return flight to Victoria was
completed in 50minutes (7:55to8:45p.m.).”

Thiswasquoted fromthe Daily Colonist, 17thAugust1919.

TheDailyColonisttimesaremuchmoreconsistentwith the coversknownfromthe flight to Nanaimo,which
were postmarked1.30PM inVictoria. Thewriteup forPF 17inAMCNisbeingchangedtomatch the times
stated in thenewspaper.

Wings AcrossTheWater: Victoria̓s Flying Heritage 1871-1971byElwoodWhite and
Peter L. SmithwaspublishedbyHarbourPublishingCompanyLimited, Park, BC. -It has
terrific information, lotsof illustrations, and isstill available for only $28.95.Contact:
https://harbourpublishing.com/collections/aviation or 1-800-667-2988for more
information.

Many thanks to Alec Globe for pointing out these errors in AMCN1, and directing me to the correct
information about flights from Victoria.



P.The Canadian Aerophilatelist - June 2022 11

Halifax, NovaScotia -St John̓s, Newfoundland
January 20th1922

ResearchbyAlecGlobe

Figure1: 34¢postage, illegible postmark
FIRSTAIRMAILHALIFAXTOST. JOHN̓S JANUARY1922cachet

BackstampedHalifax, Jan. 20,1922.
WWI CaptainsLaurie E. DeVereStevens andLieutenant I. LoganBarnhill had formedEastern CanadaAir

Lines, Ltd., in 1920at TruroNS throughanamalgamationofDevere Aviation Co.,which they created, andPrince
Edward IslandAerial TransportCo.,Ltd. Because they were interested in all aspectsof flight in the area, they
would have heard about the flight planned by Captain Bennett from St John s̓ Newfoundland to Halifax on
December10,1921. Coversrequired 35¢postage. Thattrip waspostponed, then eventually abandoned.

It madesense for Stevens andBarnhill to promote air travel to Newfoundland, just as they hadearlier
initiated flights to Prince Edward Island inSeptember 1919. Thepilots plannedan883-km(477-mile)flight from
Halifax toSt John s̓, Newfoundland. Thedistanceover openwater washeroic, consideringthe primitive planes
involved. A7-linecachet wasproducedfor the trip andcoverswere frankedwith 34centsof handsomeAdmiral
stamps. Tragically, their Curtis JN-4G-CAAV,transferred fromDevere Aviation, crashed. Eastern CanadaAirlines
wasout of businessby1924,when G-CAAVwasscrapped.

I have founddetails of five coverswhichwere either backstampedatHalifaxon January 20and returned
tosenders, (like Figure1)or sent to St John s̓ byshipandbackstampedthere on January 24,1922.

Of these five covers,one ispostmarkedinHalifax, two are postmarkedinSaskatoon,and two postmarks
are illegible. – Theyshowthat newsof theplannedflightwaswidespread,andnot just confined toHalifax.

I also foundthree coverswhere the stampswere canceledwith the flight cachet, but the covershaveno
postofficemarkings.– SeeFigure2.
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Figure2:franked34cents: stampsarecanceledwith the flightcachet butnopostmarksorbackstamp.

Thesecoversall haveA.C.Roessler̓ s returnNew Jersey addresssticker in theupper left, thoughis largely
obscured in Figure 2 . Thecovers were franked 30cents, 31cents and 34cents . – There are no Postage Due
stampscorrecting the insufficient frankingon theunderfrankedcovers, andtheyall lackPostOfficedatestamps.

There are untraceable rumoursthat the cachet was circulating in the east after its January 1922use in
Halifax. Longworth-Damescomments in hisPioneer and Semi-official Air Mails of Canada 1918-1934thatsome
covers for this flighthave the 5cviolet and10¢blueAdmiralsissuedinFebruary1922,the 2¢yellow green issued
inApril 1922,or the 1¢orangeyellow issued in June 1922.

The irregularities condemn these concoctions as Roessler fakes produced for unsuspecting air mail
fanciers.

Editor̓s note: coversproducedfor the1922HalifaxSt. Johnflightwerenot includedinSection
1-Pioneer flights-ofAMCN1, butwill beincluded inAMCN2asPF-26A.

Full descriptionsof the coversexaminedbyAlecwill be included inhisbookSpeedyDelivery:
TheDevelopmentOfAirmail InCanadaTo1934that isbeingpublishedbytheVincent GravesGreene
Philatelic ResearchFoundation.
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HistoryofLaurentideAirService
ResearchbyAlecGlobe

Editor̓s note: in hisZoompresentation on the Dayof Aerophilately in February, Alec describedhis
research into the companieswhich carried semi-officialmail in Canada, particularly KlondikeAirways, and
Elliot-FairchildAirService.

A summaryof Alec̓s research into Klondike Airways, complete with copies of telegrams from the
CanadianPost Office Department which established that it wasauthorized to carry mail and issuestickers,
waspublishedintheMarchCanadianAerophilatelist.

Key findingsfromAlec̓s research into Laurentide Air Service regardingthe first and last coverswith
that company̓sstickersaregivenbelow.

Full details ofAlec̓s researchinto the variouscompaniesthat carried semi-officialmailwill beshared
later thisyear inhisbookSpeedyDelivery: TheDevelopmentofAirMail inCanadato1934,beingpublishedby
theVincentGravesGreenePhilatelic ResearchFoundationinToronto

Alec̓s research was done using company records; archival documents; copies of the Post Office
Weekly Bulletin and Monthly Supplement to Canadian Official Postal Guide; the annual Report on Civil
Aviation publishedby the CanadianDepartment of National Defence between 1923and1931; newspapers;
and old philatelic and auction catalogues. There will be numerous references to precise sources of
informationinAlec̓s book.

LAURENTIDEAIRSERVICE

CovercancelledinRouynonSept. 18andreachedCobaltonSept. 20.

TheMontreal Gazette newspaperof September 5,1924rana story onpage14titled “Rouyn GoldArea
HasAerialMail.” Pilot H.D.Wilshire explainedthat LaurentideAirServicehadbeencarryingmail free tooutlying
districts in the Rouynarea. ThePost Office hadjustgivenpermissionto the airline to charge25centsper letter.
Thestart datewasdescribedasimminentbutnot yet fixed.

Covers dated September 21, 1924are listed as CL1-2400and CL2-2400in AMCN1, and described as,
“The first official flights of the company carrying the Semi-officialstamp”. However, earlier covers have been
recordeddated September11th, September16th andSeptember18th1924.

The covers dated September 21st are to known philatelic dealers and collectors. The duplication by
stampdealers indicatesadesire for air mail souvenirs. When Laurentide started flyingaroundSeptember10,it
did not realize that there was a philatelic market to be courted. Once the proprietor of Montreal̓ s Century
Stamp Company learned about Laurentide s̓ flights with Semi-official stickers, he approached the airline to
arrangesouvenir flight covers.
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CL1-2400September 21, 1924
The face of the cover abovehas the simpledirection “By AirMail” andnothingabout a first flight. No

auction cataloguehas anote about an inscription “First Flight” on the face of any September21cover. Before
the existenceof covers from flightsof September 11to 18were known, it wasassumedthat the September 21
tripwas the “official first flight”. Theyactually represent thediscoveryof Laurentideʼsservicebyairmaildealers.

CL3-2501.–Flightwasnotcancelled duetoproblemswith the aircraft.

Thecover above isdescribed in AMCN1as: “1925Trans-CanadaCachet—In anticipation ofa flight from
Vancouver toMontreal to ferry aVickersVikingaircraft, a rectangular cachetwasappliedtoanumberof covers.
The flightwas cancelleddue to problemswith the aircraft. Most coverswere addressedto Prof. R. de L. French
atMcGill University andhaveuncancelledCanadianpostagepulledoff the frontof theenvelope.”

However, Pilot C.S.“Jack” Caldwelltells what actuallyhappenedin hisarticle, “Freelancing intheAir,” in
the CanadianAviation Historical Society (CAHS) Journal, 33 (1995):pp.46-49.-From June 1to August31,1925,
American prospectors chartered Laurentide Air̓ s Vickers Viking IV to embark on “the first aerial mining
exploration trip in the history of aeronautics.” Caldwellwas oneof the pilots involved. They surveyedseveral
remote areas of northern BCand the Yukon. By the beginningof September, the airline couldnot justify the
expenseofa trans-Canadaflight. TheVikingwasshippedby rail to Sault Ste. Marie, where it was stored until
sold in 1926.

Alec Globe̓s exhibit Pioneer Mail Flights, the Semi-Official Air Post, and Canada's Air Mail
Development, 1918-1934,is also being published this year as #114in the British North America Philatelic
Society̓s exhibitseries.
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WINNIPEG -FARGOAIRMAIL: July15, 1927

Printedcornercard:
FIRSTMAIL CARRIEDBY AIRPLANEFROMFARGON.D SPONSOREDBY FARGOAERONAUTICSCLUB

PostmarkedWINNIPEG 3:30PM JUL15 1927
Addressedto: JAMESH. BAXTER,MARMARTH,N. DAK.
Backstamped:MARMARTH, JUL16 6:30PM 1927N.DAK

AMCN1listscovers flown by theFargoAeronauticsClubtoWinnipeg as#2701intheGovernment FlightsSection,
butdoesnotmentioncoverscarriedon the return flight fromWinnipeg.
Thecoverabovewas reported in theMarch2014CanadianAerophilatelist, followingadiscussionIhadwithDoug
Lingard.
SincethenI haveobtainedaWaghorn s̓Guidewith railway timetables forWestern Canada,andsearchedforother
timetables andmapsof railway networks.
It turnsout that the railway service southfromWinnipegwent toMinneapolis, notto Fargo.
A train left Winnipeg at 18.05,andarrived in Minneapolis at 08.00the nextmorning.But fromMinneapolis to
Marmarth took13hours55minutesby rail, accordingto a1955timetable!
ToreachMarmarthby trainon theeveningof July 16,this coverwouldhavebeen flown fromWinnipeg toFargo,
andthen senthimbytrain toOrtonville,where it couldbe transferred to atrain toMarmarth.

Theflightsto andfromWinnipeg in July1927will be listed asPF-29Cinthe Pioneer Flightssection of
AMCN2. Section 5-Government Flights-will beginwith the Rimouskiflightsof September 1927,as
thesewere firstflightsthat theCanadianPostOfficeDepartmentpaidfor.

ChrisHargreaves
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WESTERNCANADAAIRWAYS FLIGHTS
TOFAVORABLE LAKEANDCATLAKE.

Research by Derek Rance in the WCA records in the Manitoba archives.

Thiscover islisted inAMCN1asCL40-2801anddescribed as:
On June 4 C. H. "Punch" Dickins made a flight from Gold Pines to Favourable Lake and return. Covers
received a double-lined circular marking and a diamond-shaped marking, both in violet. This was the
official date of the first flight as authorized by the Post Office Department in April 1928, but Western
Canada Airways had already been flying the route. Earlier dated covers than June 4 are known. There
was no post office as yet at Favourable Lake. The flight may have originated at Rolling Portage.

CL40-2801 Goldpines - Favourable Lake, June 4, 1928 (259 pieces) 35.00
a. Favourable Lake - Goldpines, June 4, 1928 (359 pieces) 35.00

It hasaRollingPortage postmarkfront andback.
Althoughthecover is addressedtoFavorable Lake,andcacheted for the First Flight fromGoldPines toFavorable
Lake,DerekRancehasbywritten that
My research into theWCA archivesdidnot showany flights to Favourable Lakeassuch,but toSetting Net Lake,
wheremajorprospectingwas then takingplace. SettingNet Lake lies12milesESEofFavourable Lake.
Dereksuggestedthat at that time, permissions for airmail service were beingsought simplybynaminggeneric
geographicalareas, andthat the samemayhave happenedfor CatLake (CL40-2905):
CatLake isasmall IndianReservation in theRedLakeArea. Totalpopulationnowless than600.PickleLake is100
kmto theESE.
Thesetwoareas were theboundarypointsof intensivegoldexplorationactivity duringthe late 20 s̓andearly 30 s̓.
Asgoldis found ingreenstone(andesite) belts the two mainareas were around theUchi LakeandWoman Lake
which liewithin the aforementionedboundary.Cat lakewasnotprospectedas it lies inagranitic belt.
Apart fromJackson-Manion,(referred toasWoman Lake), WCArecordsmany flights tominingcompanieswithin
thisbelt suchasDunkinmines,Bathurst lake,Consolidatedlake ,Babjomine,OsnaburghHouse,Rainbowlakeand
Clearwater Lake.Themail carried to and fromthesepoints in the late 1920 s̓andearly 1930 s̓was small, usually
less than3lbs
When I examinedtheWCArecordsin theManitoba archives, therewasnorecordofactual flights toCat Lake,but
suchmayhave occurred. I believe that the Cat Lake reference was simplya generic termfor the flights that did
occurwithin thisbelt.
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Further researchshowedDerekwascorrect, asanannouncementin theCanadaOfficial Postal Guide,March1929
Supplement,stated that:

“PermissionhasbeengrantedtheWestern CanadaAirways, Limited, operatingasemi-weeklyair
servicebetweenAllanwater Ont., andthePickleLakeandCatLakeminingareastoconveysuchmailas
isofferedbythepublicforconveyancebythisservice, providedthesendersassumeall risk.”

TheAMCN1listing also states that, “There was nopostoffice as yet at Favourable Lake.” Thismademe curious
aboutCL40-2801awhichis listed asFavorable Lake-Goldpines,and I wonderedwhat the postal cancellations on
it are?
I askedTomReymanifhewouldcheckinhiscollectionofFirst FlightCovers.Hewrote backthathehassixdifferent
coverswith the circular Favourable Lakehandstampof June 41928and the diagonal cachet, butnone of them
have aFavorable Lakepostmarkorbackstamp. It therefore looks likethe CL40-2801andCL40-2801acoverswere
all carried on thesameround-tripflight fromRollingPortage to theFavorable Lakearea.
The listing for CL40-2801alsosays that June 41928was the official date of the First Flight asauthorized by the
Post Office Department in April 1928,butWestern CanadaAirways had already been flying the route: “Earlier
datedcovers than June4areknown.”
Derekalsosentmeacopyof thiscoveraddressedtoMr.
S. Tanner Green, Favorable Lake, (Via Gold Pines),
Ontario,Canada,with theexplanation:
Permission was granted to WCA to fly mail from
GoldpinestoFavourable Lake,onMarch 14,1928.
First flight with 500lbsof expresswas flown to Setting
Net lake by Andrew Cruikshank in G-CAIVon April 6,
1928. Note Setting Net Lake lies 12 miles ESE of
Favourable Lake. No flights ever went to Favourable
Lake.Nomailwascarried onthis flight.
S. TannerGreen, theDistrict SuperintendentofPostal Services , knowingabout these initial flights prepared the
tobeflown onthenextflight (with aCL-40stamponthecover̓ s reverse) whichwas onApril8,1928.
Thisflight was curtailed en-routeand landedat Wanesaga Lake to helpFarrington whohadbeen forced to land
there. Thecontained expresswas unloadedand Farrington s̓ two passengerswere flown back to Goldpines. As
break-upthenoccurredall flightswere subsequentlycurtailed.
Back stampsonthisGreencover are GoldpinesApril7andQuebecAril 12. It isobviousthat thiscover was never
flown,but sentdirectly to QuebecCity.
The first subsequent flight to Setting Net Lakewas on June 4,1928.Thisflight byPunch Dickenspiloting G-CAIZ
carried 518 lbsof express, but none of the mail bearing the circular and diamondshapedmarkings touted by
Western Airways, asbeinga First Flight. ThismarkedFIRSTFLIGHTmail was onlysubsequentlyflown on July 27,
1928.Themail carried 4 lbsofmail.
At thenormal conversionof30letters toonepound,“4lbs” ofmailwouldbeabout120covers:muchlessthan
the 718pieces in the AMCN1listing!
CL40-2801is a legacy listing that was carried forward from Morgan̓s Specialized Catalogue of
CanadianAirmailspublishedin1931,throughthe FourthandFifth editionsof the AmericanAirMail
CataloguetoAMCN1.– It willbechangedforAMCN2.

Many thanks to Derek Rance for his research, and to Tom Reyman for his assistance.
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REDBAYAIRMAIL FLIGHTS, 1932
with thankstoCharlesLivermore

Figure1– PostmarkedOTTAWA 1AM Jul121932
BackstampedBRADOREBAY P.Q. 12 JUL13 32 and REGINA 9.30PM JUL28 1932

Many thanksto CharlesLivermorewhosentmephotographedcopiesof somecorrespondenceDickMalott had
with the pilotswhoflew the RedBayAirMail service in1932,togetherwith somephotographsof theoperation.
This service waspart of the CanadianGovernment̓ splans for the Imperial EconomicConferencebeingheld in
Ottawa in July 1932.Therewere greathopesthat this conferencewouldend theDepressionby increasingtrade
within the Empire, andby raising tariff walls against trade fromoutside the Imperial bloc. -"Canadianswere
encouragedtobelieve that outof the conferencewouldcomethe long-promisedrecovery, andSunday, July 17,
wasdeclareda ʻNationalDayof Prayer̓ for the successof thenegotiations." [1]
ThePost Office organizeda series of flights to carry mail to andfromTrans-Atlantic steamshipsas they passed
throughtheStrait of Belle Isle, andprovideavery fastmail service fromLondon,England,toOttawa. -See map
inFigure2.

• Mail fromEnglandwas flown ina Westland Wessex fromCroydon, just southof London, toCherbourg,
France, and transferred toaTrans-Atlanticliner after it had left Southampton,England

• the liner carried the mail acrossthe Atlantic, and transferred it to aRoyalCanadianNavyminesweeper
inthe Strait ofBelle Isle

• the minesweeper took the mail to the sheltered waters of Red Bay, and transferred it to a Bellanca
floatplane.

• themailwas then carried to Ottawa ina seriesof aircraft flown byR.C.A.F.pilots. -TheBellanca flew it
to Havre St Pierre; aVancouver flyingboat flew it fromHavre St Pierre to Rimouski;anda Fairchild71
landplane flew it fromRimouskitoOttawa.

The Post Office also issued four stamps to commemorate the Imperial Conference, including an overprinted
version of the C2air mail stampwhich becameScott C4. – Theywere issuedon July 12th, andare the left and
central stampsonFigure1.
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Figure2-MapproducedbyFrancisJ. Field Ltd.
ThePostOffice arrangedademonstration flight fromOttawa to the Strait of Belle Isle on the samedayas the
stampswere issued,andofferedasouvenir cachet formail carriedon the flight. –40,000coverswerecarried on
the demonstration flight, includingFigure1.
The transfer ofmail from the liners tookplace in RedBay, which is shownonFigure2. However, RedBay is in
Labrador, andNewfoundlandwas aseparate country until 1949.TheCanadianmailwas therefore processedat
BradoreBay inQuebec,whichwasthe closestCanadianpostoffice toRedBay. Figure1isendorsed”Via AirMail
Ottawa-Bradore Bay” in accordancewith the PostOffice instructions
When the circumstanceswere right, mail couldbe sent fromLondon to Ottawa in just 4or 5days! – See for
exampleFigure3.

Figure3: Postmarked LONDONF.S. 1.45PM 13JY1932 BackstampedOTTAWA JUL18 2AM 1932
However, circumstanceswere often not right, andgettingthemail throughwasabigchallenge!
When DickMalott started collectingCanadianairmail in the early 1960s,he contacted the pilots fromthe Red
Bayoperation toobtainmoreinformationaboutthe service, and to see if theyhadanycovers.Hecommented
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several timesthat theoldpilotswhobecameseniorofficers,weredelightedthat a junior officerwas interested
in their past exploitswhichhadbeen largely forgotten, andgladtoshare information. [2]

One of the letters I received from Charles was written by Group Captain R.S. Grandy who had been the
CommandingOfficerof theRedBay airmail operation. Part of hisletter, written onOctober13th1961,read:

DearF/LMalott:
Amenclosingautographed copiesofphotos,asyourequested.
Gladyouwere able toobtaina copyofmyreport re. RedBay mail operation. It wasgoodtosee

Ogilvie-Forbesnameagain. Hewas onexchangefromthe R.A.F at that time -a real goodguywith guts
galore.

I will never forget the day Pacquet and I landed at Havre St. Pierre in a Bellanca and
transferred the first bagofmail to Ogilvie-Forbesflyingboat. Thecloudswere about3-500feet, raining
catsanddogs,blowingagaleofwind fromtheS.E., with somefogpatchesout tosea.

Forbesasked ifhe shouldtake off for Rimouski,the nextwestern base. I told himtousehisown
judgment.He tookoffandmade it without anywireless or radio aidswhatever. Remembermetohimif
youmeetagain.

OneoftheminesweepersinRedBayusedtotransferthemailto andfromthe incomingsteamers, usually
theEmpressofBritain, duringtheRedBaytoOttawaexperimental airmail flights1932.

(DickMalott̓s photographcaptions.)

Anotherof the letters was fromGroupCaptainD.A.Harding.-I amtranscribinghis letter in full to give the tone
of the correspondenceaswell asthe facts.
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RedBay, Labradorfromtheair. ( July1932.)

RedBay, Labradorfromtheground. (July 1932.)
460DeniseSt.

To Flt. Lt. R.K.Malott Sarnia -Aug8th 1960
R.C.A.F.OfficersMess– Aylmer,Ont.

Verysorry to havebeensodelinquent regardingairmail envelopes,but they tooka trip southby
mistakewith a friendwhostopswith menowand then.Hewasoff tohisplace inFlorida ina hurryand
gathered upeverything insight.Hehadasevereeye operationand inconsequenceI had togoandmake
a search myself. In any case, I was due to make him a call and thank goodness it all worked out
satisfactory.
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Theinlandwirelessbaseat AllardLake, Québec.Weather reportsweretelegraphedtothepilotsbefore
takingonaflight. Nofurthercontactwithmadewiththegroundfortheaircraft containednoradio

equipment.

Theenvelopes (12)of themare signedandnowregistered backtoyou.
I couldgiveyousomeof thehighlightsof that operation if yousodesire. Itwasamostinteresting

andadventuresomejob. It was awheel -float, andboatoperation, makingthechangeoverat Rimouski,
thence across to Seven Islands andeast along the North Shore.Therewere manyoddexperiences.We
flewas far asweatherpermittedandthenoff andaway at the first opportunityto thenextlanding.

Oneday a flyingboatwas turned intothe air by awhale.We often flew just over thewater and
underthe fog,passingshipsat anchorandunderbridges.We tookourforwardweather informationsigns
placed on the groundby rail station agents and other reliable interested people. Forced landing spots
were kept inorderby farmersmostly and they dida goodjobof it. If we had to land there was a small
fee which we paid gladly. Of course,we were the honouredguests, “the flying postman” was a most
soughtfor fellow andoftenwas theexcusefora neighborhood“shindig”.

Most of our flying was low level becauseupand over the cloudsand into overcast was pretty
muchonthedoubtfulside,andif indoubtwewerewrongandnoargument– icing-suddenfog-blinding
rain etcwe had tomeeton theway andhandle thebestwecould. In fact, it was the R.C.A.F.very close
toa bushoperation.

We had few if any of the modernaids -instrument flying just beginning,weather forecasting,
ControlToweroperationpractically nil. We went wherewe couldandkeptoutofdangeror away from
it. Ourobjectivewas to get themail thru to its destinationwith as little delay aspossible,all elsebeing
incidental.

It was really amazinghowtheplanworkedout.We flew analmostperfect schedule,often times
flying themailwhenotheroperational linesweregroundedbyweather.

I aminterested in theexhibitandwould liketoknowmoreabout it.
Sincerely,

D.A.Harding
P.S. I believe thereare somestampsalsoenvelopeshereabouts.Will try and locate themfor you.
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TheRedBay airmail service impressedthe delegates to the Imperial EconomicConference. ForexampleStanley
Baldwin, a pastandfuture British PrimeMinister, “congratulated theministerofNationalDefencefor afeat that
hadbroughtmail fromBritain in98hours.” [3].
This4or5daysair-seaservice accelerated themail by48hourscomparedto the sea trip fromMontreal. It also
gave thecombinedair-seaservice fromMontreal aone-dayadvantageover the rail-searoute fromMontreal via
New York that was usually used for Trans-Atlanticmail. However, fog and other problemsmade the service
erratic, anditwasnot repeatedafter 1932.

Vancouverflyingboat

What HappenedWith TheWhale?
GroupCaptainHarding s̓writingwassometimesdifficult to read, andthe reference to the whale shownbelow
was intriguingandchallenging!

The transcription had to fit the length of the mystery word, G/C Harding s̓writing, and the context of the
sentence.
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For a longtime “tossedbyawhale” lookedlike themostlikely transcription, but flyingboatsarebigaircraft, and
“tossedby awhale” didn t̓makesense!
Sowhat hadhappened?
I contactedHughHalliday,who s̓article abouttheRedBayairmail isthebestI̓ ve comeacross,buthedidn t̓know
anythingabout anincidentwith awhale.
I then consulted several other people, andeventually Bruce Pollock suggested“turned by a whale” which also
fits the spaceandismuchmore likely than “tossed”.
But what didhappen? -If anybodyknowsanythingabout an incident with awhale, or has a better alternative
transcription for the sentence, please letmeknow.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Thanksagain toCharlesLivermore forsendingmethecopiesofDickMalott̓ s letters andphotographs.
Many thanksto DianaTrafford,GeorgeFuller, GregLangston,HughHalliday, Ian MacDonald, and themembers
of theMuffin BreakStampClubinVictoriaB.C., for theirmostenjoyableemailsanddiscussionabout themystery
sentence.
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[1] Details of the Imperial EconomicConference are fromCanada1922-1939byJ.H. Thompson.
[2] AcopyofDickMalott̓ s biographyisontheCASwebsite at www.aerophilately.ca
[3] HughHallidayʼsarticle “Up With Mail: Air Force, Part 12”which describedthe R.C.A.F.mail carryingflights

wasoriginallypublishedaspartof a seriesofarticles in theCanadianLegion s̓magazine.It was reprinted
inTheCanadianAerophilatelist, September 2006,pages18-20.

ChrisHargreaves
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SELFSEALCANADIANAIRMAIL COVER1939
(PATENTED1937)

DuffMalkin

I thought that there wasnotmuchtowrite upabout thisenvelopewhichwasanotheronethat was savedbymy
uncle,whodiedinWorld War Two.It wasa rathernice airmail envelopesent acrossfromTorontoonDecember
4th,1939,via the recently openedairmail routeofTransCanadaAirlineswith the6cairmail rate paid forbysix
onecent1939RoyalVisit commemorativestampsshowingPrincessElizabethandPrincessMargaret. It wassent
tomygreatgrandfatherinVancouverbut there isn t̓any indicationastowhoit wassentby. At the timeWorld
War Twowas threemonthsand3daysold (a little lessforCanadabecausewewent towaronSeptember10th).

I fumbledaroundwith it andthendecided, fornoparticular reason, to checkandsee the insidesandlo;
SELFSEALENVELOPE
DONOTLICK
TOSEALTURNTHISFLAPUP – PRESS TOPFLAPDOWN
PATENTED1937
OTHERPATENTSPENDING
W.J. GAGE&COMPANYLIMITED

Now Ihadseenfairly early self seal envelopesfromthesixtiesand1970 s̓butIwasnot aware that they wentback
to1937.So to researchandsee if the companywasCanadianand it is (under adifferent namenow)
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W.J. Gagebeganas a little factory andstore establishedinMontreal byRobert andAdamMiller. It was founded
in 1844to manufacture and sell booksand stationery. In 1871AdamMiller moved the company to a larger
premisesat11Wellington Street inMontreal. Hediedin1875andaWilliam Gageboughthispartnership. In1880
hepurchasedcompleteownershipandthe firmbecameW.J. GageandCo.Limitedanda lotof thebusinessseems
to have transferred over toTorontoafter abranchopenedthere in1860.SirWilliam Gagedied in1921andwas
succeeded byhisson-in-lawHarry Love.
FromthePaper TradeJournal of1937:
“A newtypeofenvelopedesignedtoeliminate moisteningtheenvelope flap hasbeenintroducedbyW.J. Gage&
Co. Ltd. Toronto. The new envelope, which is available in sizes 7, 8, 9 and 10 s̓ is known as Self Seal. The
manufacturers have planned a series of folders showing printed samples of the new Self Seal envelope for
distribution in the printingand stationery trades. Thenew envelopesare packed250and500to the boxandare
provingpractical for commercialuse.”
I don t̓ recollect seeinganyother suchitem,but then I haven t̓ peered into toomanyenvelope insides.
Rather nice to seethat the insideoverlaypattern is aviewof aperiodairplane fromabove.
I rather suspectthat theproductionoftheseenvelopesmayhavebeen temporarily suspendedor reducedduring
World War Two(1939-1945),
In generalwhat we used tosee in the realmof self seal envelopeswere largesizedbrownpaperones, and, like
this item, the sealingmaterial always left a stainwhichwekindof thoughtwasnotgoodfor the cover.

DuffMalkin
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World War II CrashCovers– 1944-1945
Jon Johnson,KenSanford,ChrisHargreaves

Anumberof crashcovers are found fromthe 1944-1945period,manywith asimilar SALVAGEDFROMAIRCRASH
handstamp.Thedatesofthesecovers, anddirectionsinwhichtheywere traveling, indicate that anumberofcrashes
were involved. Someof the incidentswere listed inAMCN1,and/orHenriNierinck̓s cataloguesCourrierRecoupere:
RecoveredMail, 1910-1936(published1992), andCourrierRecoupere: RecoveredMail, 1937-1988(published1995).
Nierinck̓scataloguesarecurrentlybeingupdatedbyKenSanford, andwillbepublishedbytheAAMSasAirCrashMail
oftheWorld.
Thefollowing crasheswill be listed aspart of section 7of AMCN2. -More information regardingthe handlingof
recoveredmail, andmarkingsappliedtoit, willbeavailable inAirCrashMail oftheWorld.
440300 - 1944, March. SALVAGED FROM AIRCRASH. Covers posted in Canada for Italy are known. Some

covers posted in Great Britain are also known. All are to Canadian Forces personnel stationed around Sicily.
The crash likely occurred in Italy. (Listed in AMCN1 and Nierinck.)

440300-Postmarked BATTLEFORDSASK.
MR1444.AddressedtoCAOCMF(CanadianArmyOverseas
CentralMediterreanForce). Handwrittennoteatbottom,

“ArrivedMay21/44.”

Anumberof covershavebeen identified that seemtocomefromasingleincident:

Postmark From To Cachet Fire damage
1944Mar 10 Ottawa,ON CdnArmy,Italy Salvaged Fire
1944Mar 11 Trail,BC PPCLI, Italy Salvaged
1944Mar 14 Battleford, SK CdnArmy,Italy Salvaged Fire
1944Mar 18 Yorkton,SK EastAfrica Salvaged
1944Mar 20 London,England CdnArmyOverseas Salvaged

However, there arealso twocovers fromthesameperiodbutheadingin theoppositedirection:
1944Mar 20 FPO312,Italy Elrose, SK Salvaged
1944Mar 21 FPO313,Italy Kingston,ON Salvaged
Thedates anddirection of these covers coincide with the crash of a Flying Fortress from R.C.A.F. 168 (Heavy
Transport) SquadronatPrestwick inScotland.-Thesquadronhadbeenspecially formedtocarrymail toandfrom
CanadianForcesin Europe,andwasoften referred to as the “Mailcan Squadron”.
Thecrash inScotlandwill be listed as440402:
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440402 - 1944, April 2, Prestwick, Scotland, SALVAGED FROM AIR CRASH. RCAF No. 168 (Heavy
Transport) Squadron “Mailcan” unarmed Flying Fortress #9204 crashed on take-off. The crew of five were
killed and the mail heavily damaged by fire. It was suspected that the cargo shifted on lift-off so all other
Mailcan aircraft had their cargo restraints strengthened.

440402-postmarkedMR2144, Field PostOffice 313which
wasintheOrtonaareaof Italy.

Nierinck includesa listing for twomonthslater butgivesnodetailsof the itemthis isbasedon:
440600 - 1944, June. SALVAGED FROM AIR CRASH. Canadian military. The flight met with an

accident at an unknown location. (Nierinck)
Thisisbeingcarried forward inAirCrashMail of theWorld, sois alsoincludedinAMCN2tokeep the two
cataloguesconsistent.
In January 1945there wasacrashatGooseBay inLabrador:
450113 - 1945, January 13 — Goose Bay, Labrador. A U.S. Air Transport Command plane from

England crashed at Goose Bay on a flight to the U.S. The plane was carrying mail from US ArmyandNavy
personnel stationed in and around England.Most recoveredmail was processed by the New York, NY post
office, and bear a label printed in red stating “This letter was recovered fromamail-carrying airplane that was
in an accident.”

450113.CovermailedfromaU.S. NavyFPO,29th
December 1944.
Coversfromthisincident arenot likethe to be
confusedwith thosefromtheother crashesof
1944/45.

12dayslater on January 25th1945there wasanother crashofaplanecarryingmail, this time involvingan
R.C.A.F.Dakotaof168(Heavy Transport) SquadronatBigginHill inEngland:
450125 - 1945, January 25 — Biggin Hill, England. An RCAF Dakota of 168 (Heavy Transport)

Squadron [the "Mailcan Squadron"] crashed and burned on take-off at Biggin Hill. The crew
survived. The aircraft was en route to Antwerp, Belgium carrying Canadian armed forces mail, much of
which was destroyed or severely damaged by fire. Some recovered mail was handstamped SALVAGED
FROM AIR CRASH.
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TheJanuary 25thcrash is listed in AMCN1andinNierinck, butthey both describe the aircraft as flyingto Canada!
Thisisa strangeerror, asDakotasdidnot fly theAtlantic fromEnglandtoCanada!(Theaircraftwas in factheading
toAntwerp inBelgium: the incident wasdescribedby JohnHardinginhisbookTheDancinʼNavigator. Hisaccount
will be reproducedin a future journal.)
However, the following coverswhich were describedascomingfrom450125,both look they were indeed flying
fromEnglandtoCanada:

“This letter, mailed from London, ON on 27
August 1944and readdressed to Canada on 14
November, wasinvolvedinanair crashat Biggin
Hill, Englandon25January1945. It washandled
at FPO 247on 18 January 1945. The damaged
envelope, forwarded to the addressee in
Melville, SK on 21 March 1945 in an official
CanadaPostOfficeenvelope, wasreceivedbythe
CQMSL.J. Mieyette on26March1945.”

Thisbadly damagedenvelope from a Canadian
Armed Forces Service air crash on 25 January
1945 at Biggin Hill, England, was salvaged,
markedwith the “SALVAGEDFROMAIRCRASH”
cachet, and forwardedto the addressee, Major
S.K. Wetmore, #15 Base Company, Canadian
Dental Corps, Canadian Army Overseas. The
contents included newspaper clippings about
Canadianmilitary heroes.

TheADDRESSEERETURNEDTOCANADAhandstamponthe Wetmore cover looks like it isdefinitely underneath
the SALVAGEDFROMAIRCRASHhandstamp!
It therefore lookslike therewasanadditional crashof anaircraft headingwest acrosstheAtlantic in January1945
that hasnotbeen recorded!
AMCN2will therefore includeanextra listing:
450125X - 1945, January - SALVAGED FROM AIR CRASH addressed to Canada or the U.S.A. These

covers have the same handstamp as 450125 but were addressed to travel in the opposite direction! No
information regarding another crash at this time has been found.

Ifanybodyhasmoreinformationabouttheseaircraft crashesin1944-1945,pleasesendittotheeditor
at hargreavescp@sympatico.ca -I̓d alsoliketo receive scansofadditional coversfromthesecrashes,
whichmighthelpestablishhowmanycrashesthere were.
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1969-CRASHATCAMPBELLRIVER, BRITISHCOLUMBIA
KenSanford

OnSeptember17th1969,aConvairCV-640ofPacific Western Airlines, ona flight fromVancouver toCampbell
River, crashedwhile approachingtheairport inbadweather. Twocrewmembersand twopassengerskilled:13
people survived

Accordingto the report onAviationSafety Network:

The Convair approached Campbell River with the weather just above minima (2-2.5 miles visibility, 400
feet broken ceiling and wind 110 degrees with gusts to 20 mph). The crew positioned the aircraft visually
2nm south of the airfield on a westerly heading preparatory to attempting an approach to the west. This
would involve a right hand circuit flown above the broken cloud south and west of the airport employing
DME and ADF information. This improvised approach was not in accordance with published approach
procedures under instrument conditions. After flying for 1 minute and 40 seconds the crew turned right. A
few seconds after the captain expressed concern, the Convair struck a 1047 feet hill at 932 feet.

PROBABLE CAUSE: "Non-compliance with the approved instrument approach procedure."

Formore information see https://aviation-safety.net/database/record.php?id=19690917-1

Thisincident will belisted as690917insection 7-CrashCovers-ofAMCN2.

AConvairCV-640ofPacific Western Airlines.
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VancouverA.M.F. Discovery
MikeStreet

HandstampVANCOUVERA.M.F. 21 4 1980

SInce theCASannualmeetingin2018IhavebeenhelpingtoupdateChapter16-CanadianAirMail Facility Cancels
-of the AirMails ofCanadaand Newfoundland.
Asaircraft came intogeneral use for the transportation ofmail inCanada,mostmajor airports (and a fewminor
ones) have at sometimeoperatedpostal facilities knownasAirportMail Facilities (AMF). Thesefacilities varied
froma "Way Mail" receptacle with themail cleared andpost-markedbya clerkshortly before a flightdeparted,
to full-servicepostal stationsor sub-officesatMontreal, TorontoandVancouver.Thecover shownillustrates that
servicesoffered at the VancouverAir Mail Facility inApril 1980includedactual postoffices boxesthat couldbe
rented.
Ofthe thousandsofAMFcoversI haveviewedsince takingontheupdatingassignment,this isthe first I haveseen
addressedtoaPOBoxat anAMF. In this case, anambulanceenvelopesentby theVancouverUndeliverable Mail
Office with aPostageDuechargeof10¢wasaddressed to the holderof POBox23151atVancouver AMF. At the
AMF the requiredpostageduestampswere duly affixedandcancelledwith theVancouver AMF device in useat
the time. Mike

NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE
THE CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIST is produced quarterly

in March, June, September and December.
If you have anything you’d like to be included in the next issue,
please send it to the editor at hargreavescp@sympatico.ca or to

Chris Hargreaves, 4060 Bath Road, Kingston, Ontario K7M 4Y4 by August 1st.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
The CANADIANAEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY has about 150 members, and membership is open to all.The CAS aims to provide a forum for the
exchange of information among Canadians who are interested in any aspect of world-wide aerophilately, and for collectors from around the world
who are interested in Canadian aerophilately. - This is mainly achieved through our journal The Canadian Aerophilatelist which is published quarterly.

The CAS runs the website www.aerophilately.ca which provides extensive information about Canadian air mail

We also provide a question-and-answer service for mystery air mail stamps and covers; a library that can be searched for information on particular
topics; and representation of Canadian aerophilatelists at national and international levels.
Membership rates based on current exchange rates
The membership dues for members who receive The Canadian Aerophilatelist by EMAIL are:

1 year - $15.00 Canadian or US$12.00 or 10 GB pounds or 11 Euros - anywhere in the world
2 years - $25.00 Canadian or US$20 or 16 GB pounds or 17 Euros, anywhere in the world

The dues for members who prefer a PAPER COPY of The Canadian Aerophilatelist mailed to them are:
1 year - $25.00 CDN in Canada, $30.00 CDN in U.S.A. (or $24.00 US),

$35.00 CDN for members Overseas, (or $28.00 US, or 24 Euros, or 22 Pounds Sterling)

2 years - $45.00 CDN in Canada, $55.00 CDN in U.S.A. (or $44.00 US)
$65.00 CDN for members Overseas, (or $52.00 US, or 44 Euros, or 40 Pounds Sterling)

Members receiving a paper journal may also receive an emailed journal at no extra charge.

Dues can be paid by cheque in Canadian $, U.S.$, Euros, or Sterling, payable to: The Canadian Aerophilatelic Society,
or by PAYPAL in CANADIAN $ to bjnepean@trytel.com

If you would like to join, please send the following information with your dues to:
Brian Wolfenden, Secretary-Treasurer CAS, 203A Woodfield Drive, Nepean, Ontario K2G 4P2

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _______________________________________________Date of birth: _______________________
Period andType of membership: _________________________________________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________
(For Secretary’s use: Date joined: _______________________ Amount of dues paid:_____________)

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
All memberships were extended for six months from March 2020 at no charge, while everybody was adjusting
to the era of COVID 19.

The following members are now due for renewal before publication of the next newsletter. - Please send your
renewal to BrianWolfenden as soon as possible, in order that the next newsletter is sent to you without delay.
PLEASE NOTE that new MEMBERSHIP CARDS are only sent to renewing members on request.

Regular members: The dues for Advertising
Members are $25 Canadian
per year, in addition to
their regular membership
fee. - Advertising Members
are guaranteed an adver-
tisement in each issue, but
the size of the advert is
at the editor’s discretion,
and depends on the space
available. (Very large adver-
tisements can be placed by
special arrangement, for an
additional charge.) If any-
body would like to become
an advertising member,
please contact the editor.

To all members
listed who have
already renewed
their membership,
thank you for doing
so.

Advertisingmembers:
#353ChrisCarmichael#475Robert Ascah,

#502James Bisset,
#242Jacques Bot,
#471Steve B. Davis,
#501DavidDuBois,
#193J.P. Gadoury,
#434Robert Galway,
#503Roberto Gottardi,
#364DavidKelly,
#500Piyush Khaitan,
#111James Larry Kobelt,
#450EdKroft,

#449KenLemke,
#432John Lewington,
#109Gary J. Lyon,
#476,Mike McNeill,
#243JimMiller,
#321AndrewMrozowski,
#474TedNixon,
#435ThomasReyman,
#286Jean Rowe,
#466AlanSpencer,
#445Robert Timberg,
#473Jane Wilson




