
March 2025 No. 142

THE CANADIAN
AEROPHILATELIST
QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF THE CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY

AVAILABLE IN A FULL COLOUR PDF
This full colour edition is available as an emailable PDF file.

Email BrianWolfenden at bjnepean@trytel.com to be added to the E-mailing list.

IN THIS ISSUE:
• CAS AGM AT ORAPEX SUNDAY MAY 4TH

• EDITOR’S AWARD FOR 2025

• FISA INTERNATIONAL DIGITAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

• SOME ROESSLER FORGED AND BOGUS COVERS BY
ALEC GLOBE

AND MUCH MORE!



The Canadian Aerophilatelist - March 2025P. 2

Volume XLI Number 1
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada – Chapter No. 187
American Philatelic Society - Affiliate No. 189
FISA (Fédération internationale des sociétés aerophilatéliques) – Club Member
WEBSITE – www.aerophilately.ca
Editor: Chris Hargreaves, 4060 Bath Road
Kingston, Ontario K7M 4Y4
Tel. 613 389 8993

Anybody who wants to copy an item from this journal is welcome to do so. - Please acknowledgeThe Canadian Aerophilatelist as the source, and
send a copy of the publication in which the reprinted material appears to the editor.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND RESPONSIBILITIES
President: Steve Johnson,Tel: 226 927 2732 steverman@rogers.com, 402-420 Catherine St, Victoria, BC V9A 3T2
Vice-President: Vacant
Secretary-Treasurer: BrianWolfenden,Tel: 613 226 2045 bjnepean@trytel.com
Western Chapter Representative: Dave Bartlet,Tel: 403 289 9680 dave.bartlet@shaw.ca
Members at large:
Walter Herdzik, 104 Cantrell Dr. S.W., Calgary,AB,T2W 2M6,Tel: 403 238 7845, herdzikw@shaw.ca
Sandy Freeman, 343 – 4135 University Ave. N.W., Calgary,AB,T3B 6K8,Tel: 403 241 9280, freemangs@shaw.ca
Gord Mallett, #202 – 1966 Durnin Rd. Kelowna, BC,V1X 7X2,Tel: 250 868 8848, ggmallett@gmail.com
Tony Hine, 155 Chaplin Crescent,Toronto, ON,M5P 1B1,Tel.647 519 1442, tonyhn6@gmail.com
Past President:
Chris Hargreaves, 4060 Bath Road, Kingston, ON, K7M 4Y4,Tel. 613 389 8993, hargreavescp@sympatico.ca
Webmaster:
Dave Bartlet (see contacts above)

The Canadian Aerophilatelist:
Editor – Chris Hargreaves (see contacts above)
Layout Editor – Paul Balcaen, labriseman@pm.me
Associate Contributors - Tom Reyman, Ian Macdonald
Index – Gord Mallett (see contacts above) * the index is available on the CAS website www.aerophilately.ca *

CAS CALENDAR

EDMONTON STAMP CLUB SPRING NATIONAL STAMP SHOW – March 29th-30th
Central Lions Recreation Centre 11113-113 St., Edmonton,Alberta
Website: http://www.edmontonstampclub.ca

ROYAL/ ROYALE 2025: Montreal - April 25th 26th 2025
Co-sponsored with FILEX: the Fédération québécoise de Philatélie.The event will take place at the Hotel
Universal Convention Centre, located at 5000 Sherbrooke Street in Montreal, Quebec.
For more information see https://rpscroyal.com/

ORAPEX 2025 – May 3rd - 4th 2025
The Nepean Sportsplex, 1701Woodroffe Ave, Ottawa, Ontario K2G 1W2.The theme will be “The Beaver”. See
www.orapex.ca for more information.

BNAPEX 2025 – VERNON, BRITISH COLUMBIA – September 19th – 21st 2025
Annual Exhibition of The British North America Philatelic Society
For more information see www.BNAPS.org

CALTAPEX 2025 – CALGARY, ALBERTA – October
Annual show of the Calgary Philatelic Society, held at the KERBY CENTRE, 1133 - 7th Avenue S.W., Calgary,
Alberta. See www.calgaryphilatelicsociety.com
DAY OF AEROPHILATELY in Toronto – Sunday November 2nd 2025 - also on Zoom
11.15 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. at theVincent Greene Foundation, 10 Summerhill Avenue,Toronto.
Contact hargreavescp@sympatico.ca for more information.
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WELCOME TO 3 NEW MEMBERS
#551 IvanWhitticase of Port Alberni, BC
#552 Leonard Zehr ofWindsor, ON

#553 GregoireTeyssier of Quebec, QC

THE CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIST
EDITOR’S AWARD FOR 2025

will be presented to
MARC CASTEL

for his outstanding research into the
1927 London to London flight, and semi-official airmail stamp.

Marc’s very detailed research was published in The Canadian Aerophilatelist
in September 2023, and presented at the joint CAS / BNAPS Air Mail Study
Group Day of Aerophilately in November 2024. A recording of his
presentation can be viewed on the CAS website.

The Editor’s Award is presented each year to a person chosen by the
editor to recognize “an outstanding contribution to the journal or
aerophilately”.The award was created as a way for the editor to recognize
current achievements, in addition to writing obituaries which recorded past
achievements.

CAS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Will be held during ORAPEX in our normal time slot of 2.30 - 4.00pm, Sunday May 4th

inThe Nepean Sportsplex, 1701Woodroffe Ave., Ottawa.
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CAS SECRETARY’S REPORT JANUARY 15, 2025
As of January 15, 2025 the Society has a total membership of 150.This is an increase of 9 from January 9, 2024.

The breakdown of the membership is as follows:

Membership Breakdown:
(Province/State/Country)
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EDITOR’S REPORT - Chris Hargreaves

I have now completed 30 years as editor of The Canadian Aerophilatelist, and have been reflecting on how the
journal has evolved.

In June 1994 I took over as editor from Dick Malott.My first issue used items passed on by Dick and totalled
18 pages. It produced a flurry of correspondence and contributions, which led to a second issue of 30 pages in
September 1994, and a 36-page issue in December. Since then I have produced issues quarterly, limited them to
32 pages as that is the optimum size for mailing at Canada Post’s up to
100 grams rate, and have had a surplus of items for each issue.

The early issues were produced usingWord Perfect 4.2 and a dot
matrix printer. Illustrations were photocopies, cut out and glued on to
master pages. Journals were then printed on single pages, double sided,
and stapled top left.

In 1996 I also took over as editor of the “Canada Air Mail Notes”
in the American Air Mail Society’s Jack Knight Air Log, so that questions
sent in to one publication could also be asked in the other journal.

1997 was a year of technological change. - I got a new computer and
a scanner, and connected to the internet. Being able to send
correspondence from Ontario to British Columbia and get a response
the same day seemed like magic!

In 2001 Gord Mallett began producing the index for the journal,
with a brief summary of each article, including the topic, place names,
and catalogue number in The Air Mails of Canada and Newfoundland of
any covers related to the question.

The journal changed to a magazine format in 2005.
In 2006 Steve Johnson created a website for the CAS:

www.aerophilately.ca . – It initially included copies of recent issues, and
the index which could be “word searched” for information.

In 2013 Paul Balcaen started helping with the journal, and converted
the pages I produced into a digital journal, that could be sent out in full
colour as an email attachment.

Then, in 2018, Charles Livermore scanned the older issues of the
journal, so that every issue since #1 published in July 1985 up to the
previous year is available on the CAS website. –The website is open to
all, so the combination of index and past issues has created a terrific
resource for information about Canadian airmail.

Throughout this time, the journal has maintained a dual role of
sharing research and information, while trying to create a sense of
community among members who often live hundreds of kilometres
from another aerophilatelist. I am very pleased with the results in both
respects:

• The Canadian Aerophilatelist won a Large Vermeil medal at the
Great American Stamp Show in June 2024

• Membership in the CAS has steadily increased since 1994, in spite
of many older members passing away.

Many thanks to Paul and Gord for their continuing help with each issue,
and to everybody who contributed and/or is contributing items for the
journal.
Chris

June 2024 No. 139
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Aerophilatelic International Digital Membership
FISA has launched an International Digital Membership (IDM) program, under which CAS members can get
access to the digital services of up to three other Aerophilatelic andAstrophilatelic societies participating in the
program.

The aim of the program is to promote fellowship among the various participating societies, and to facilitate
aerophilatelic research.

According to FISA, IDM“will give members of any FISA affiliated society the opportunity to join another FISA
affiliated society easily and at a low cost, and thus gain access to the digital services offered by other FISA
affiliated societies.” Specific services mentioned are:

• Full access to the website
• Receiving the club bulletin (digital)
• Participation in auctions/sales (buy or sell)
• Participation in Zoom meetings.

The following preliminary list of participating societies has been published on the FISA website:-
• Air Mail Society of India
• American Air Mail Society
• Association Astrophilatélique de France
• Associazione Italiana Astrofilatelia
• Australian Airmail Society
• Belgian Philatelic Society Cosmos
• Canadian Aerophilatelic Society
• Cercle Aérophilatélique Français
• Gesellschaft derWeltall-Philatelisten
• Philatelic-Club Swissair
• Zeppelinpost e.V.

The FISA website HTTPS://www.fisa-web.com gives a presentation sheet about each of the FISA member
associations, and links to their website.

The cost of an International Digital Membership is $10 Canadian per year, which provides membership in up
to three participating societies.

If you would like to participate in the IDM program, just send $10 Canadian by e-transfer (preferably) or
PayPal, and the names of the three associations you wish to join, to BrianWolfenden at bjnepean@trytel.com .
The CAS will then send your name and email address to the managers of the associations you have chosen

HTTPS://www.fisa-web.com
mailto:bjnepean@trytel.com
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IN MEMORIAM – C.A. Stillions
C.A.was an authority on Newfoundland airmails, and very generous in sharing his knowledge.He died peacefully
on November 10th 2024 inWashington, DC at age 83.

C.A.was born in Sumner, Illinois, and earned a Bachelor ofArchitecture degree (1965) and Master of Science
in Architectural Engineering degree (1967) from the University of Illinois. He then worked for various firms
including Cagley & Associates where he worked on commercial buildings, embassies, and casinos. In 1997, C.A.
began nearly 20 years of service as Structural Engineer at the Office of the Architect of the Capitol, where his
tenure included structural work on the Capitol and related properties.

C.A. was an avid philatelist who specialized in Newfoundland, but also collected stamps from many other
countries, and on various topics. He held leadership roles in local, national and international stamp clubs, and
exhibited regularly in the U.S. and Canada earning numerous awards.

C.A. authored two books for BNAPS: Newfoundland's Last Definitives: The Waterlow Printings (2019) and
Newfoundland's Last Definitives: The Perkins Bacon and Sprague Printings (2018).

In 2009 C.A. lead the project to digitize slides of Col. Pratt’s Newfoundland Stamp Collection.The late Col.
Pratt, of Milwaukee WI, was considered the pre-eminent Newfoundland stamp and postal history collector,
researcher, and author.Col. Pratt had photographed his collections, retained them as slides, and donated his circa
4,300-slide collection to the Collectors Club of Chicago.The slides can now be seen onThe Collectors Club of
Chicago website www.collectorsclubchicago.org

C.A.was a founding member of the BNAPS Newfoundland Study Group, the first Chairman of the group, and
first editor of the Newfoundland Study Group Newsletter. He recently passed all his study notes on
Newfoundland Philately to Malcolm Back, current Chair of the Newfoundland Study Group, to be sure that the
information would be available for the use of present and future collectors. Malcolm is now working with the
Vincent Greene Philatelic Research Foundation inToronto to have the notes archived.

UPDATE on the PF-8a

Flown from Ottawa to Toronto on August 17, 1918 – Catalogued in AMCN2 at $8,000.
The recently discovered PF-8A described in the December Canadian Aerophilatelist was sold by Spark’s

Auctions during their January 30th – February 1st 2025 sale to a bid of $6,500.

https://www.collectorsclubchicago.org
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May 23-30, 2026, at the Boston Convention &
Exhibition Center.

The second Boston 2026 bulletin detailing
information about the show with emphasis on exhibit
rules and registration has just been released and is
available in electronic format on the show’s web site at
www.boston2026.org.The 44-page document includes
the official IREX (Individual Regulations particular to
Boston 2026) as required by the governing body of
international exhibiting, the Fédération Internationale
de Philatélie (FIP), having granted the show its
Recognition.

Boston 2026 is not just one but several exhibitions
taking place at the same time hosting the collective
best of the world’s renowned exhibitors.The largest is
the FIP Exhibition comprised of mostly competitive
exhibits among 4,000 frames that are judged and vie
for medal awards from bronze to large gold and special
prizes, as will the Literature Class entrants.A separate
Polar Salon of 200 frames of both competitive exhibits
and non-competitive displays will also take place along
with a German-American Salon of 50 non-competitive
frames.The annual 2026 APS Champion of Champions
Competition rounds out the exhibitions. Additional
non-competitive displays add to the rarities, including
a world-class Court of Honor along with institutional,
ephemera and other invited exhibits.

Full show details may be found at Boston2026.org
and onTwitter and Facebook.

There will be a Polar Salon
exhibition taking place at the
Boston Convention and
Exhibition Center from May
23 to 30,2026,which will be an
integral part of Boston 2026
World Expo. It will consist of
approximately 200 exhibit
frames of competitive and
court of honor Polar Class exhibits housed in its own
pavilion on the main exhibition floor.The Polar Salon
will also include booths from specialized polar area
collecting societies and the stands of several polar
region postal administrations. Historical polar
exploration artifacts will also be on display.

Exhibits devoted to the various aspects of philately
that concentrate on either or both of the earth’s polar

regions and its nearby lands and waters are eligible to
be shown in the Polar Salon.What is polar is covered
in detail in the American Society of Polar Philatelists
Essence of Polar Philately. Specifically, the polar class
includes Philatelic Material concerning human activities
and entities, involving or related to the Arctic,
Subarctic, Antarctic, and Subantarctica regions. Its
major philatelic subdivisions are: expeditions, polar
aerophilately, traditional and thematics.

Polar aerophilately involves record and ordinary
actual, anticipated or aborted flights, with at least one
actual or intended polar leg over or very near a polar
region. Many flights from the northern area of the
prairie provinces and northern Ontario and Quebec,
as well as Labrador/Newfoundland, are polar.

It is not necessary for an exhibit to have been
shown previously to qualify for the Boston 2026 Polar
Salon. New exhibits are encouraged.

Polar salon exhibits may be shown in any number
of frames between one and 10, and may include
relevant collateral material.

Exhibits may be hand-carried to Polar Salon. - This
is different from all the rest of the exhibits at Boston
2026, which must be commissioner carried.

The Boston 2026 Polar Salon will have a jury corps
composed of four judges who are recognized experts
in polar philately.

For more information about Polar Philately and/or
the Polar Salon, contact Hal Vogel:
halvogel@aceweb.com

https://www.boston2026.org
mailto:halvogel@aceweb.com
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1925 – LAURENTIDE AIRWAYS
PROPOSED TRANS-CANADA FLIGHT

Derek Rance

The AMCN1&2 entries for this cover (LA2505) state that "most covers were addressed to Prof. R. de L. French
at McGill university" and indeed the covers illustrated in various CanadianAerophilatelist editions have the same
addressee.Alec Globe in the June 2022 edition repeats this same assertion.The picture below, taken from the
September 2018 edition, shows the same.

However, the name French is Anglo Saxon and the typed name is "DeL" not "de L."
My cover, with a handwritten address, clearly shows that the typist of the above covers, was either confused by
the "French" name, or simply repeated an initial typo. I would like to know how McGill's records have listed his
name.

Incidentally this cover was never mail stamped.
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Northern Air Service
Derek Rance

The first official flight is currently listed in AMCN2 as:

June 27, 1925 — Haileybury – Rouyn Lake. The first official flights, piloted by Bill Broatch, with the
company stamp occurred on June 27, 1925. 450 covers were reported carried each way. 400 have a three-
line cachet and were signed by the pilot B. W. Broatch. 50 covers received a single-line cachet in violet “First
Flight” and were not pilot signed: they are reported to have been flown in both directions. Previous listing (CL5-
2501)

NO2502- CL5 Haileybury – Rouyn, June 27, 1925 150.00
(a) Rouyn – Haileybury, June 27, 1925 150.00
(b) Haileybury – Rouyn – Haileybury, with single line cachet 225.00

This listing needs a slight change, as the 450 covers mentioned from Rouyn to Haileybury were all prepared by
and for Broach, but additional covers were also carried as this cover shows:

As this was a dealer's cover there would have been others but the total amount of this mailing would have been
greater than 450.



The Canadian Aerophilatelist - March 2025P. 12

Northern Air Service, Haileybury Ont. To Rouyn,
Company folded due to financial difficulties in late
October 1925. One of the flying boats was destroyed
by fire after the wing fabric ignited following an engine
backfire.

Jack V Elliot Air Service. March 6th, 1926. Elliot
started an air service with 2 small aircraft (JN4-
Canucks) fitted with skis. He mainly flew from Rolling
Portage, Sioux Lookout and Hudson, Ontario to the
Red Lake Mining District.This ended as soon as the ice
had melted off the lakes.

Late March 1926 Jack Elliot Air Service merged
with Sherman Fairchild to form Elliot Fairchild Air
Transport Ltd.

The merger between Jack Elliot and Sherman
Fairchild was short lived. By June 1, 1926, Fairchild
started his own transport company. Fairchild decided
to keep Elliot's name in the company title, however it
is doubtful Elliot played any part in the new company.
Fairchild believed that there were great business
opportunities in the district with the departure of
Northern Air Service.

This flight is the first flight in which the company
stamp, CL10, was used.The company made previous
flights as early as May 1926. However, covers carried
on earlier flight either used CL 8 or CL 9 merger
stamps. Cover is signed by pilot Glyn Burge and the
company stamp on the cover has the "White dot over
O" variety.

The aircraft is a Vickers Vedette flying boat purchased
around early May 1926.The aircraft registration on the
stamp is G-CAEF.According to the Transport Canada
Historical Registration Records this registration was
issued to a Curtiss Seagull not a Vickers. The
registration issued to Elliot Fairchild’s Vickers Vedette
was G-CAFF on the 8th. May 1926.
Unfortunately, it crashed on the 3rd.August 1927, no
further history was found.

This cover was postmarked in Rouyn on 3rd.October
1926 and postmarked in Haileybury on the 19th.
October 1926.

Northern Air Service. Jack V Elliot Air Service.
Elliot Fairchild Air Transport Ltd
and Fairchild Air Transport Ltd.

Ivan Whitticase
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It was the first official flight of the new FairchildAir
Transport Limited.

The first flight using CL 11 took place on October
20th. 1926, Haileybury-Rouyn and return.There were
500 covers for the outbound flight and 517 for the
return. (I was not able to substantiate these numbers)
Most covers were signed by the pilot, Glyn Burge.

Two official flights were on October 20th. 1926
and October 27th. 1926.

Company disbanded in late 1926 after two official
flights due to the Canadian rail system reaching
Haileybury and Rouyn.

Further reading regarding Jack Elliott after
breaking up with Fairchild. Jack started a flying school
and successfully trained the first female pilot in
Canada.
https://www.thisdayinaviation.com/tag/jack-elliott-air-
service

A Curtiss JN-4 Canuck at the Elliott Air Service hangar,
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. (National Aviation Museum).

https://www.thisdayinaviation.com/tag/jack-elliott-air-service
https://www.thisdayinaviation.com/tag/jack-elliott-air-service
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In the December 2024 Canadian Aerophilatelist, Colin Benford asked about Canadian dispatches on the U.S.S.
Los Angeles flights from Bermuda in 925.

Cheryl Ganz responded, and sent a copy of her census of Canada dispatches on U.S. zeppelin airships.
If anybody has additional covers that can be added to this census, please contact Cheryl at
cherylganz@yahoo.com

CANADA DISPATCHES ON U.S. ZEPPELIN AIRSHIPS
Cheryl R. Ganz

mailto:cherylganz@yahoo.com
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POSTAGE DUE ON CANADIAN AIRMAIL
TO OVERSEAS DESTINATIONS 1928

Chris Hargreaves and Charles Livermore

Part Two – Covers to destinations other than Great Britain
Continued from the December 2024 Canadian Aerophilatelist.

Figure 1 – CNE flight OTTAWA to QUÉBEC CITY, addressed to France. Charged 19 cents postage due.

The cover in Figure 1 is franked 5 cents, which was the only the rate stated in the notice for the Canadian
National Flights.

In 1928 the surface rate to France was 8 cents first ounce.
The first part of this article included the explanation by Michael Furfie originally published in the September

2010 Canadian Aerophilatelist, explained how a charge of “19 centimes” was arrived at:
During the 8c foreign letter rate period (1925-1930) Canada calculated taxes as if this rate was equivalent

to the standard UPU letter rate, 25 gold centimes (although it was actually close to 40 gold centimes). So one
gets a table like this :

•deficiency 1c postage due 2c = 6.25 centimes but markedT 10 centimes (UPU minimum)
•deficiency 2c postage due 4c = 12.5 centimes, marked asT 13 centimes
•deficiency 3c postage due 6c = 18.75 centimes, marked asT 19 centimes

The Ottawa post office has therefore charged the difference between the franking on the cover and the surface
foreign mail rate, and not required any extra fee for the airmail flight.

CNE COVERS NOT CHARGED POSTAGE DUE

Figure 2 – flown Montreal toToronto, Figure 3 – flownToronto to Québec,
addressed to HAITI. Franked 10 cents. addressed to Guatemala. Franed 5 cents
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Although there was a standard overseas postal rate, the Universal Postal Union permitted postal authorities to
establish restricted Unions and make special agreements among themselves concerning the matters covered by
the UPU Convention and Regulations.This provision allowed Canada to set lower letter rates to the United
Kingdom and the British Empire/ Commonwealth, the United States, Mexico, France, the North and South
American Continents, and Spain. - Details of the rates in 1928 are shown in figure 4

Figure 4 - July 1926 monthly supplement to Canada official postal guide

In their book Air Mails of Canada 1925-1939,Arfken and Plomish refer to a letter written by ArthurWebster,
Secretary of the Post Office Department dated December 13, 1929 which stated that::

• Air mail posted in Canada for overseas destinations prepaid 5 cents the first ounce and 10 cents for each
additional ounce, in addition to the ordinary postage to the country of destination, are fully prepaid for
transmission over Canadian or United States air services or both.

• for letters to England,Australia and New Zealand, the 5c 1st ounce, 10c each additional ounce paid airmail
postage in full. No additional payment as required.

The correct rate for Figure 2 to Haiti was therefore 7cents: surface 2 cents + 5 cents air mail equals seven cents.
It was therefore overpaid by 3 cents with the 10 cents franking.

Figure 3 to Guatemala should also have been franked 7 cents. It was underpaid by 2 cents with the 5 cents
franking, but not charged Postage Due.

October 1st 1928 Montreal - Albany first flight covers

Figure 5 to Phillipine Islands, franked 5 cents. Figure 6 Egypt, franked 5 cents,
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During the 1920s:

• the Philippines were treated as part of the United States. Figure 5 was therefore correctly franked at 5
cents.

• Egypt was part of the British Empire. Although Secretary Webster’s letter only referred to letters to
England,Australia and New Zealand being correctly franked at the 5 cents Canadian and US rate, this
policy seems to have applied to all countries in the British Empire – Later covers can be found from many
First Flights during 1929, that are franked 5 cents and addressed to a variety of countries in the British
Empire, that were not charged postage due.

EXPERIMENTAL PRAIRIE AIRMAIL SERVICE

Figure 7 – Flown EDMONTON to SASKATOON
On December 10th addressed to COSTA RICA
Franked 10 cents.

Figure 8 – flown EDMONTON toWINNIPEG
On December 11th, franked 23 cents.

Surface mail to Costa Rica also went at the reduced 2 cents rate, so figure 7 is correctly franked at 7 cents.
Figure 8 is a registered cover, and was also correctly franked: 8 cents surface + 5 cents air mail + 10 cents
registration = 23 cents.

WEB REFERENCE
Postal History Corner ( https://postalhistorycorner.blogspot.com/ ) is a terrific resource for detailed
information regarding Canadian postal rates from the 1800s to the year 2000, as well as a wide-range of articles
dealing with Canadian stamps and postal history.

It was written by Andrew J. Liptak ( 1948-2014 ) and is now maintained by Bob Thorne and the Postal History
Society of Canada.

For more information about the PHSC see
Postal History Society of Canada (PHSC) ( https://www.postalhistorycanada.net/ )

https://cherylganz@yahoo.com
https://www.postalhistorycanada.net/
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POST OFFICE PUBLICITY FOR FIRST FLIGHT CACHETS

Figure 1 - top of sheet

Thanks to Kevin O'Reilly for sending me a copy of his Post
Office Department publicity sheet showing cachets for First
Flight Covers for the extension of airmail route along the
North Shore of the Saint Lawrence, from Sept Isles to
Natashquan in December 1933. - The top of the sheet is
shown in Figure 1, and the whole sheet in Figure 2.

Kevin commented that he had a set of the promotional
sheets from about 1928 to 1934, that were part of an old time
airmail collection from the collector and dealer John H. Jost.

The sheets look similar to the set I copied from Earle
Covert’s collection, and to those in Colin Benford’s collection
that were described in the June 2024 Canadian
Aerophilatelists

Kevin pointed out that some the cachets on the sheet are
different from those actually used on covers, as four of the
cachets show the name and spelling "SEVEN ISLANDS' but the
actual cachet used on the flights uses "SEPT ISLES'. See for
example Figure 3.

Figure 2 – whole sheet
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Figure 3 – First Flight Cover
SEPT ILES – HAVRE ST. PIERRE

Kevin also checked the J. Paul Hughes proof books
published by Robert A. Lee (Figure 4), where the first
flight cachets are found inVolume XVI published in March
1992. The proof strikes are those of the actual cachets: s e e
for example Figure 5.
The discrepancy in cachets raises some interesting
questions about these sheets:

• Since the sheets show“early designs”, they may have
been sent out as publicity before the flights

• However, Colin Banford also had copies of letters
which indicated that the sheets were sent out
after the flights. In that case, did the Post Office
Department use the artwork from the proposed
cachet to get a better quality image for their
publicity, than they could get from the actual
cachet which looks like it was produced from a
rubber stamp

If anybody else has a set of these sheets, and/or can
provide additional information about them, please
contact the editor.

Figure 4
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Figure 5 – page from the J. Paul Hughes proof books published by Robert A. Lee. (Volume XVI0)
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•FIP approved frames for exhibition/competition – judges
approved as per FIP/FEPA protocols.

•Commercial stands. Stamp Dealers. Auction Houses and
sponsors.

•A lecture series on various Philatelic topics (both in-person and
hybrid/virtual, i.e. via zoom link-up)

•Rooms for children’s activities i.e. Stamp Art, learning to soak
stamps, designing a postage stamp, designing a stamp cancel.

•Attempt to get Latvia to feature in the Guinness Book of
Records e.g. the largest number of postcards sent on one
day/longest line/largest composite.

•National Postal Bodies e.g. Ukrpochta
•Philatelic societies

The climax of the closing ceremony will be the launch of a manned balloon carrying 1,000 covers.
The base retail price for covers will be €20, €50 with pilot's signature and €75 with pilot's signature and crew
combined.

The flight in a best case scenario
would be from Rīga to Poland,
second best scenario is Rīga to
Lithuania or Estonia and the fall-back
position is a flight within Latvia itself.
Clearly, the weather will be the
deciding factor - flying to Balarus or
Russia is not an option for obvious
reasons.

We will be doing some test flights
next year, when the weather is more
joyful, and we will know if a hydrogen
balloon will be available, which would
give greater range.

Either way, it would be a historic
flight as the usual balloon flights are not a take-off or landing in Rīga, and therefore attract much media interest.
If anyone has damaged stamps, covers, material either on or off paper etc. of little to no philatelic value, that we
could use in the children’s programs please send them to me at the below address.Of course, old catalogues, old
equipment, accessories etc. also welcome.

The material is to be divided into torn, creased or otherwise damaged material for children to make stamp
art as a exhibition activity under the supervision of art teachers, other material to be divided up by country as
"Starter Packs" so that children can learn how to soak stamps, identify stamps and arrange them. Also,
importantly, how to handle stamps.
Aija Pince
Chairwoman of the Board, PhilLat26 International
Jelgavas iela 67, Rīga, LV-1004. LATVIA (Tel. +371 26515477)
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Instructional postmark RETURNED FOR POSTAGE

Thanks to Mike Street for this very unusual cover, and
to Simon Claughton for his help with the analysis.

• it was addressed to Alick MacIver at the King
Edward Hotel in Edmonton, franked at the 2
cent drop letter rate (1c + 1c War Tax) and
mailed at the Edmonton post office

• it received the dumb cancellation used on drop
letters, and was delivered to the King Edward
Hotel

• the hotel readdressed the letter to Alick MacIver
in Goldfields, Saskatchewan.

Goldfields was serviced by an Air Stage route from
Fort McMurray, so mail flown from Fort McMurray to
Goldfields only needed to be franked at the normal
surface mail rate of 3 cents (2c + 1cWar Tax) rather
than the Air Mail rate of 6 cents first ounce (5c + 1c

WarTax). However:
•The post office rejected the letter since it was

only mailed at the drop letter rate, and applied
a handstamp: RETURNED FOR POSTAGE.

Mail for points north of Fort
McMurray served by Air Mail
must be prepaid at letter rate
of postage.

•The envelope was canceled MAR 14 1940 on the
back, and returned (presumably) to 905
McLeod Building, Edmonton.

I’m surprised that this type of situation occurred so
frequently that the post office had a special handstamp
to deal with it! - I wonder whether the handstamp was
primarily used for mail franked at the printed postage
rate rather than the drop letter rate?
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MartinWalker drew my attention to this crash. It was
not recorded in Air Crash Mail of theWorld (Sanford)
nor in Volume 5 of my series on Australasian Crash
Mail.After investigation the aircraft was found to have
been carrying mail, a few articles being salvaged from
the burned fuselage.

CF-CZB atVancouver soon after delivery in 1958

The aircraft, a Canadian Pacific Air Lines Bristol 175
Britannia Model 314 registration CF-CZB was
operating the Honolulu-Fiji sector of the Vancouver-
San Francisco-Los Angeles-Honolulu-Fiji-Auckland-
Sydney service designated Empress Flight 301.

The night take-off from Honolulu was commenced
at 22:38 hours local time and approximately two
minutes after becoming airborne and during the climb-
out a fire warning indication for No 1 engine was
received in the cockpit. The No 1 propeller was
feathered and the tower controller was advised that
the aircraft was returning to Honolulu. As an over-
gross landing weight condition existed, fuel jettisoning
in the amount of 35000 lb was carried out. The
jettisoning operation was completed at 23:06 hours
following which the flight was vectored west of the
outer marker to Intercept the ILS final approach
course for runway 08.

The Crash
The three-engine landing approach appeared normal
until the aircraft had proceeded beyond the runway
threshold and had commenced its landing flare at an
altitude of approximately 20 feet above the runway
centreline. A go-around was attempted from this
position, and the aircraft banked and veered sharply to
the left. Initial ground contact was made by the left
wing tip approximately 550 feet to the left of the
runway centreline and approximately 700 feet beyond

the threshold of the runway.The aircraft progressively
disintegrated as it moved across the ground, then
struck heavy earth-moving equipment parked
approximately 970 feet from the runway centreline.

Of the 29 passengers and 11 crew on board 20
passengers and 7 crew died and the 13 survivors all
sustained minor injuries.

The subsequent Inquiry identified the probable
cause as:
The attempted three-engine go-around, when the aircraft
was in a full landing configuration, at insufficient airspeed
and altitude to maintain control.

The Mail
Mail posted 20 and 21 July from Vancouver, San
Francisco, LosAngeles and Honolulu was on board CF-
CZB at the time of the crash.The total weight of first
and second-class mail and parcels was reported to be
about 400 lbs.

The New Zealand mail on board comprised 14 lbs
of first-class and 6 lbs of second-class articles with 11
lbs of parcels. Only 9 letters were recovered.These
were placed in forwarding envelopes and stamped with
information stating they had come from the crash.

No cover, nor example of this cachet nor a
forwarding envelope has been recorded.

The bulk of the mail was forAustralia. Early reports
stated that this was all destroyed.

References:
USA Civil Aeronautics Board: Aircraft Accident Report,
CPAL Bristol Britannia 314 Canadian Registry
CF-CZB, Honolulu International Airport, Honolulu, Hawaii,
July 22, 1962, 22pp

ICAO Accident Digest No.14 Volume II, Circular 71-
AN/63 (104-108)
Press, Christchurch NZ: 25 July p13, 26 July p11, 15
August p14, 16 August 1962 p9

1962 CRASH AT HONOLULU
RESULTS IN MOST MAIL BEING LOST

Brian Peace
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NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE
THE CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIST
is produced quarterly in March, June,

September and December. - If you
have anything you’d like to be

included in the next issue, please send
it to the editor at

hargreavescp@sympatico.ca or to:

Chris Hargreaves, 4060 Bath Road,
Kingston, Ontario K7M 4Y4

PLEASE SEND IMAGES (JPEGS, PNG,
PDF) AT 300 DPI AND AS LARGE AS

POSSIBLE

SEND BY May 1ST.

INDEX to THE CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIST
Gord Mallett maintains a terrific index to the contents of The Canadian Aerophilatelist, which begins with the
July 1985 inaugural issue.

The index is produced as aWord document, and includes all Journal articles linked to the collecting, researching
and exhibiting interests of aerophilatelists and astrophilatelists, as well as the aviation and philately articles of a
more general nature. - by using the Find function any name, keyword, phrase or The Air Mails of Canada
and Newfoundland catalogue number can be utilized to locate pertinent articles.

The index is posted on the CAS website:www.aerophilately.ca

For a free copy of the Index in word contact Gord Mallett at ggmallett@gmail.com

mailto:
https://www.aerophilately.ca
mailto:ggmallett@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
The CANADIANAEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY has about 150 members, and membership is open to all.The CAS aims to provide a forum for the
exchange of information among Canadians who are interested in any aspect of world-wide aerophilately, and for collectors from around the world
who are interested in Canadian aerophilately. - This is mainly achieved through our journal The Canadian Aerophilatelist which is published quarterly.

The CAS runs the website www.aerophilately.ca which provides extensive information about Canadian air mail

We also provide a question-and-answer service for mystery air mail stamps and covers; a library that can be searched for information on particular
topics; and representation of Canadian aerophilatelists at national and international levels.

Membership rates based on current exchange rates
The membership dues for members who receive The Canadian Aerophilatelist by EMAIL are:

1 year - $15.00 Canadian or US$12.00 to anywhere in the world
2 years - $25.00 Canadian or US$20 to anywhere in the world

The dues for members who prefer a PAPER COPY of The Canadian Aerophilatelist mailed to them are:
1 year - $25.00 CDN in Canada, $30.00 CDN in U.S.A. (or $24.00 US),

$35.00 CDN for members Overseas, (or $28.00 US)

2 years - $45.00 CDN in Canada, $55.00 CDN in U.S.A. (or $44.00 US)
$65.00 CDN for members Overseas, (or $52.00 US)

Members receiving a paper journal may also receive an emailed journal at no extra charge.

If you would like to join, please send the following information with your dues to:
Brian Wolfenden, Secretary-Treasurer CAS, 203A Woodfield Drive, Nepean, Ontario K2G 4P2

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _______________________________________________Date of birth: _______________________
Period andType of membership: _________________________________________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________
(For Secretary’s use: Date joined: _______________________ Amount of dues paid:_____________)

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
The following members are now due for renewal before publication of the next newsletter. - Please send your
renewal to BrianWolfenden as soon as possible, in order that the next newsletter is sent to you without delay.
PLEASE NOTE that new MEMBERSHIP CARDS are only sent to renewing members on request.

NOW DUE FOR RENEWAL: The dues for Advertising
Members are $25 Canadian
per year, in addition to
their regular membership
fee. - Advertising Members
are guaranteed an adver-
tisement in each issue, but
the size of the advert is
at the editor’s discretion,
and depends on the space
available. (Very large adver-
tisements can be placed by
special arrangement, for an
additional charge.) If any-
body would like to become
an advertising member,
please contact the editor.

#458 Dr. Sammy G.
Chiu,

#62 Gary Coates,
#290 Michael Deal,
#389 Barry Douch,
#455 Bernie Finkelstein
#543 Carrolyn Green,
#546 Simon Golland,
#273 Denice Guimond,
#490 Per Olof Jansson,
#500 Piyush Khaitan,
#492 Doug Matthews,
#381 Daniel Michaud,

#234 Kevin O'Reilly,
#212 Harold Petoskey,
#370 David G.

Reynolds,
#6 Ken Sanford,
#494 Andrew Selbie,
#517 Les Selby,
#544 Michael Tenev,
#460 DianaTrafford,
#472TerryWilson

To all members
listed who have
already renewed
their membership,
thank you for
doing so.

New members can receive a free, one year membership with delivery of The Canadian Aerophilatelist by email – just send
information required below to BrianWolfenden at bjnepean@trytel.com

LIFE MEMBERSHIP - members who have reached the age of 85 and been a member in good standing for 15 years are no
longer required to pay the annual membership fee. Contact BrianWolfenden for more information.

Dues can be paid by e-Transfer in Canada; or by PayPal to bjnepean@trytel.com
or by cheque in Canadian or US $ payable to The Canadian Aerophilatelic Society mailed to Brian Wolfenden at address below.

mailto:
mailto:

