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During the CASAGM at ORAPEX we had a long discussion about updating our website. Marc Castel offered to
take over from Dave Bartlett as webmaster, and has now done so.
We also encouraged Dave Bartlett to become the CASVice-President once he was no longer webmaster, and
Dave agreed to do so.
Many thanks to Marc for taking over as webmaster, to Dave for the work he has been doing as our webmaster,
and also to Steve Johnson for creating our website back in 2006.
And thank you Dave for taking on your new role of CASVP.

CHANGES AT THE CAS

BNAPEX 2025
September 19th – 21st in Vernon, British Columbia

The British North America Philatelic Society’s Air Mail Study
Group will hold a meeting on Sunday September 21st, from
11.30 – 1.00 PM.
There will be a presentation prepared by Gord Mallett and Dave
Bartlet on WALTER HALE’S ARCTIC AIRMAIL
PHOTOGRAPHS 1929-1932.Walter Hale was known as “The
Flying Postal Inspector”, and accompanied many inaugural air
mail flights, including the December 1929 flight from Fort
McMurray to Aklavik.Walter Hale’s original photograph album
will be shown as part of the presentation.
For more information about BNAPEX 2025 see the BNAPS
website: https://bnaps.org/bnapex/bnapex2025-Vernon/

Annual Day of Aerophilately in Toronto - Sunday
November 2nd

This will be a joint meeting of the CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY and BNAPS Air Mail
Study Group at theVincent Greene Foundation, 10 Summerhill Avenue, from 11.15 – 4.00 PM.
It will be a hybrid meeting, with a zoom link to the morning presentations:
• Bob Galway on “How Robert Starratt GrewWings [1932-1941)”
• Marc Castel on “Inverted overprints on Newfoundland air mail stamps”

The live meeting will be followed by lunch on Yonge Street, and then resume at the VGGF for show
and tell, discussions, and trading.
The VGGF library will be open from 10.00 AM before the meeting, and during the afternoon,
for anybody who would like to do research.

The mail arrives in Aklavik: December 27th 1929

https://bnaps.org/bnapex/bnapex2025-Vernon/
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
Welcome to two new members:

#555 GaryWithrow of Thornton CO, USA
#556 Glenn Pessano of Trevose PA, USA

AN AEROPHILATELIC GATHERING IN 2026

The themes for ORAPEX 2026 will be
AEROPHILATELY and THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF BYTOWN.
This is a great opportunity for another gathering of aerophilatelists.

To encourage participation in ORAPEX 2026, the CAS will reimburse the entry fee for
CAS members who enter an aerophilatelic exhibit, and pay for their ticket to the

awards banquet.

THE GARFIELD PORTCH ONTARIO CLUB
SINGLE FRAME COMPETITION

To honour Garfield Portch (a veteran Toronto based philatelist and exhibitor who has served on the Board of
the Vincent Graves Greene Philatelic Foundation for many years), and to encourage exhibiting and a friendly
rivalry among the stamp clubs in Ontario, the North Toronto Stamp Club is pleased to announce the launch of
The Garfield Portch Ontario Club Single Frame Competition. This new annual competition will be featured at
theAnnual NTSC Stamp Exhibition at the National Postage Stamp & Coin Show. The next Show will be held at
the Hilton Mississauga/ Meadowvale Hotel on April 11 - 12, 2026.

Any Ontario-based Philatelic Club that is a member of the RPSC may compete by entering 3 single frame
exhibits. Single frames are 16 single pages or equivalent. The winning club will be the Club with the largest
accumulated points total as based on the judges' scores. Exhibitors will indicate on the entry form that they
would like their one-frame exhibit to be entered in the Single-Frame competition and which Club they would
like to represent. Any Club which has more than 3 single frame exhibitors entering the competition will be
asked to select which 3 exhibits they would like to be included.

The Trophy will be hosted by the winning club for 6 months, then on exhibit at the VGG until the next
competition.
We are inviting Canadian Aerophilatelic Society members to submit single-frame exhibits in the New Year.
Further details will be released closer to the Exhibition. Inquiries are welcome and may be directed to the
Exhibition Committee at NTSC.Exhibitionchair@gmail.com.

mailto:NTSC.Exhibitionchair@gmail.com
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AIR MAIL SOCIETY INDIA FOUNDATION
www.airmailsocietyindia.org

Everyone is invited to Forthcoming Zoom Meetings
● Start Time - India – 7:00 PM, London – 02:30 PM,NewYork – 9:30 AM

• Zoom Meeting Link: https://tinyurl.com/AMSIzoommeeting
• Meeting ID: G21 3527 454G Passcode: 125235

Speakers and Topics
Friday, 26th September 2025 – Approx duration: 1:30 hours

• Speaker: Mr. JeanVoruz FRPSL - The 1950 Crash of Air India International’s Malabar Princess

• Speaker: Mr. Markand Dave FRPSL - Topic:The 1929 Air Mail Stamps of India

Friday, 24th October 2025 - Approx duration: 1:30 hours
• Speaker: Dr. Stephen Berlin - The Devil’s Mail In The Skies

• Speaker: Mr. RaviVora - India International Airmail: Combination Frankings

Friday, 28th November 2025 – Approx duration: 1:30 hours
• Speaker: Mr. David S. Ball - Preparing effective Synopsis guidelines

• Speaker: Mr. Ravindra Ratnapala - Indo–Ceylon Special Christmas Flight – December 1936

Call for speakers
•We also welcome speaker registrations for future sessions on topics related to Aerophilately,
Astrophilately, Philatelic Research, Exhibiting Techniques,Youth Engagement, etc.

• Please contact: dharmdev.maurya@khaitan.in

AMSIPEX-26
The 2nd InternationalVirtual Aero- andAstrophilatelic Exhibition,will be held from 14th to 22nd February 2026.
As part of these proceedings, we will celebrateWorldAir Mail Day on 18th February 2026 with an International
Webinar, Special Cover Release and other activities.
Updated information available on www.AMSIPEX.com
AMSIPEX-26 Highlights

• All eligible exhibits awarded medals (including single-frame).

• Novice Class for first-time and otherwise ineligible exhibitors.

• Broad Spectrum exhibition - Exhibits under all FIP classes welcome, focused on Aero- and
Astrophilately.

•WorldTeam Championship (single frame):Aggregate score of 3-person National/Club teams. (More than
one team from any Nation/Club is welcome)

• Experimental multi-language format: English, French, German, and Spanish language exhibits are accepted
and can be viewed in the original language and English.

https://
https://%E2%80%A2%20https://tinyurl.com/AMSIzoommeeting
https://dharmdev.maurya@khaitan.in
https://www.AMSIPEX.com
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Professor Roger French’s Middle Name
Alec Globe

Derek Rance usefully raises the question of Professor
French’s middle name in “1925—Laurentide Airways
Proposed Trans-Canada Flight,” TCAP 41.1, no. 142
(March 2025), page 10. French had many self-
addressed covers prepared for that adventure. It
never took place.

AMCN2 LA2505 follows AMCN1 CL3-2501 by
giving the spelling of the name as “Prof.R. de L. French.”
The middle name begins “de,” with a lower case “d.”
The “e” is followed by a space and a capital “L”, as in
some French-language names. That spelling does not
appear on any known Laurentide Air Service cover
addressed to French.

One cover I own with the 1925 Laurentide Air
Service trans-Canada cachet is addressed to “Prof R
DeL French” (with a capital “D,” without a space after
the “e,” and with a capital “L”—back reproduced in my
BNAPS Exhibit Series 114 of 2022, page 22). Rance
illustrates another cover with this spelling. A second
trans-Canada cover in my collection has “Prof. R.D.
French.” Rance illustrates another example like it. A
third LaurentideAir Service cover in my collection has
“Mrs. Roger D. French.” None of these pieces spells
the middle name in full.

The professor signed all of his publications R. DeL.
French. The abbreviated middle name begins with a
capital “D,” has no space after the “e,” then follows
with a capital “L.” Examples include two of his books:
Catalogue of Canadian Postal Stationery (1941) and
Catalogue of the Adhesive Revenue Stamps of Canada
(1942). Four articles and two obituary notices in BNA
Topics all have “R. DeL. French”: number 116 (1954), p.
243; no. 121 (1955), p. 38; no. 127 (1955), p. 237; no. 130
(1955), p. 359;no.137 (1956), p. 180; and no.139 (1956),
p. 216.

The notice for French’s funeral in the Montreal
Gazette of May 25, 1956, page 39, gives his full middle
name as “DeLand.” Such notices are typically prepared
by family members who would know the spelling in
use.

French’s mother’s maiden name was Inez G.
DeLand. Her surname begins with a capital “D,” has no
space after the “e,” then has a capital “L.” That spelling
of her name appears in Roger’s record of marriage at
North Brookfield, Massachusetts, on June 10, 1908. In
that document, his middle name is also spelled the
same way—DeLand. Inez’s male ancestors go back
seven generations to 1664 in North Brookfield or
adjacent Brookfield. In most cases, the surname is
spelled DeLand with a capital “L,” but occasionally
Deland with a small “l.” In all cases there is no space
between the “e” and “L/l.” (Massachusetts marriage
and death records online at Ancestry.ca). The website
www.houseofnames gives DeLand/Deland without
spaces as an Irish family name. That is distinct from the
French-language surnames Delande and Delalande,
which has a final “e.”

Cumulatively, this evidence establishes French’s
middle name as DeLand. That matches the
abbreviation DeL on all of the professor’s publications
and some Laurentide Air Service covers. They were
prepared by French or under his supervision.



The Canadian Aerophilatelist - September 2025 P. 9

To-date there has been no correct history of Elliot-
Fairchild’s short-lived summer flights. The most
commonly repeated error, reportedly by an
accountant on May 31, 1926, was that the air service
ended due to a “broken connecting rod”

The Elliot-FairchildAir Service Limited was formed
on March 11, 1926, after Ottawa meeting where Jack
Elliot met with A.G. McLerie, manager of the Fairchild
Aerial Survey, and an agreement made to form a
partnership, capitalized at $100,000 and with Fairchild
supplying a flying boat. Elliot announced: “This plane
will be a five passenger one and it has already been
shipped to be on hand as soon as the weather will
permit trips.” The plane he was referring to, from its
description, was obviously the Aeromarine AMC No.1
that belonged to Fairchild Aerial Surveys Co. (of
Canada) Ltd.

With spring “break-up”; Elliot had ceased Elliot-
Fairchild flights on April 17th forecasting that this air
service would be reactivated on May 10”.This planned
re-activated service would use the Hamilton
purchased “Triton” a 48 foot cabin cruiser, twin engine,
motor boat for transport service from Hudson to Pine
Ridge (located on the northwest tip of Lac Suel) and
then use a flying boat from there to Red Lake to
continue the passenger and freight transport so as to
bypass the needed usage of the six portages on this
water route.

On May 12* Lac Suel was reportedly free of ice.
However no word of transportation activity was being
heard from the Elliot - Fairchild Air Service Co.The
reason is that in the interim that there had been a
bitter falling-out between Jack Elliot and Sherman
Fairchild. The true cause of the dispute remains
unknown. Fairchild,who was asked about it a few years
later, merely said that he “felt that Elliot was much too
concerned with looking after his own interests”.While
Elliot, in 1955, said that, “They (Fairchild) left me high

and dry - - - flat broke”. Many theories have been put
forward as to why this dissolution occurred. However
it can be speculated, that as Elliot did not transfer the
ownership of any of the Jack V. Elliot assets to the
Elliot-Fairchild Co. (G-CAEI, and the two buildings
under construction at Hudson and Pine Ridge)
coupled with the fact that these buildings were then
being built, using Elliot-Fairchild funds, on land that was
personally owned by Jack Elliot - could have triggered
Fairchild's animosity.

Elliot, despite the severe set-back of the non-
formal dissolution of the company, and then having to
personally assume the debt of the non-transferred
assets, persevered on. On May 10th he purchased a
Curtis HS-2L flying boat from the U.S. Navy (A-1258)
which only received the temporary Canadian
registration of G-CAFI (i.e. it had not been inspected
for airworthiness) in the name of Elliot-Fairchild Air
Service Limited.This aircraft was then flown to Rolling
Portage.

After “break-up” in Red Lake had occurred, on
April 18th, the Triton, on the 19th and 20th of May,
made its first voyage from Hudson to Pine Ridge
carrying 32 passengers.The purchased Curtiss HS-2L
flying boat G-CAFI was then also flown on May 20th
from Rolling Portage to Red Lake, carrying an airmail
with a University of Toronto letterhead, posted in
Toronto on May 19, 1926 and received in Rolling
Portage on May 20th.Afterwards, Elliot - Fairchild’s (G-
CAFI) then carried mail from May 24h to May 26th. All
such mail was usually franked with the "airplane and
motorboat" stamp CL9.

“The Curtiss HS-2L
Central Canada Air Lines”
(From Pioneering in
Canadian Air Transport by
K.M. Molson)

THE CHAOTIC 1926 SUMMER OF G-CAFI
Derek Rance



The Canadian Aerophilatelist - September 2025P. 10 The Canadian Aerophilatelist - September 2025P. 10

(Above) Rolling Portage to Red Lake May 20th mail
and mail from Red Lake toWinnipeg May 26th.

There is the mistaken belief that the “broken
connecting rod” was the cause of the grounding of G-
CAFI that resulted in the cessation of all sanctioned air
mail flights. In actuality, Elliot had run out of funds and
being bankrupt; on May 26th, he had sold G-CAFI to
Jack Modder Clarke. Consequently, for the remainder
of that Spring,mail kept piling up at the Rolling Portage
post office until June 27th. The Post Office, on June
26th, cancelled the Elliot-Fairchild’s semi-official airmail
permission: “due to the fact they failed to provide a
regular service”; and then took the unprecedented,
and never repeated, step of paying the Patricia Airways
and Exploration air service, 25 cents for each airmail
letter carried. These Post Office paid airmail flights
were conducted between June 27th and July 6th.After
this date, Patricia Airways and Exploration was then
granted permission to issue its own stamps and carry
airmail for a fee.

With the de facto dissolution of the Elliot -
Fairchild Company, the necessity to reduce its
indebted liability became of prime concern.The two
main assets that had been purchased by the Elliot-
Fairchild company were the Triton cabin cruiser and
the Curtiss HS-2L flying boat.There is no record of by
what means the ‘Triton” was disposed of, but the
Curtiss HS-2L flying boat as stated above was sold to
Central Canada Airlines Ltd. company

This company’s beginnings occurred in February
1926, when Jack Modder Clarke, together with air
engineer, L. T. Palmer were in New York City
attempting to promote the concept of an air service
between Winnipeg and Chicago. Word of this
proposed venture had got back toWilliam M. Noble -
aWinnipeg lawyer.He contacted Clarke and interested
him instead to create an air service for the newly
discovered Red Lake gold fields. Clarke had
enthusiastically followed up on this lead and, in early
April, announced the incorporation of Central Canada
Airlines Ltd.

Being early Spring, this required the aircraft to be

float mounted or be a flying boat. On checking with
Fairchild Aerial Surveys, he found that they had a
surplus Canadian Vickers Vedette flying boat available,
which he promptly purchased which was to be
registered as G-CAFC; but later, after inspection, he
declared this aircraft unsuitable for Canadian
operations and so cancelled the purchase.On May I7th
right after purchasing G-CAFI, he then engaged a pilot,
Wilbert M. Emery, and two air engineers, Graham
Longley and T. H. Cressy and had the flying boat
delivered by train from Hudson to Sioux Lookout,
where it was re-assembled and static inspected by
flight lieutenant A.T. N. Cowley, on May 29th.With the
employment of two aircraft engineers is apparent that
Clarke intended to also pilot the aircraft. This was
despite the fact that he did not have a Canadian
commercial pilot’s certificate, only a British Private
Pilot's License No. 789 and as so was forbidden to fly
commercially by J.A.Wilson, the Controller of Civil
Aviation in Ottawa.

The plane supposedly was to be tested on the next
day, but there is no record of its certification at that
time.A possible reason for this is that, after being test
flown the plane was then flown to Kenora, by A. G.
McLerie, Manager of Fairchild Aerial Surveys, where it
was delivered to Central Canada Airlines.
Unfortunately, immediately after delivery, McLerie had
suffered a heart attack and had died.

It is not known when Central Canada Airlines, not
then formally incorporated, started its operations, but
a record from July 31st toAugust 17th showed that G-
CAFI, piloted by W.M. Emery, had flown 33 hours
carrying 144 passengers and 1,250 lbs. of freight for a
revenue of $3.507.50.

After Clarke had met and held discussions with
James Richardson in August 27, 1926, they agreed to
form a company to be known as Central Canada
Airlines Limited to be based in Kenora, Ontario; with
James A. Richardson buying 25% of the $100,000
preferred shares with control of the rest and Clarke
having 49% of the common stock.

In mid-October, Richardson became totally
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disillusioned with Clarke’s financial handlings and so
canceled their financial agreement on October 23rd,
that resulted in the financial failure of the company, and
the cessation of flying operations. Richardson then
took total possession of all the assets of Central
Canada Airlines and utilized these in his new air
service venture that he formed with "Doc" Oaks -
Western Canada Airways Limited.

As a consequence G-CAFI was to be put up for
sale, but Richardson then discovered that G-CAFI was
still registered to Elliot-Fairchild Air Service Limited
and so applied for the transfer of G-CAFI into Central
Canada Airlines Ltd.This full certification was granted

on September 28, 1926.The aircraft was then put up
for sale in October 1926 and ultimately sold to Patricia
Airways Ltd. on May 24, 1928.

However, because of Richardson’s Canadian
Airways Limited later acquisition of Patricia Airways
Limited,“like a bad penny” G-CAFI came back into the
fold on May 2, 1929 and was then sold to Canadian
Vickers Ltd. on June 13, 1929 who converted the
Curtis HS-2L aircraft into a HS-3L model by widening
its body to obviate the need for the sponsons that
were needed for flotation stability.
Derek Rance
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CANADA’S NEW AIR MAIL RATE OF 1928
Chris Hargreaves

There is an intriguing contrast between the publicity given to the “5 cents” air mail rate of 1928 in the
USA, which Tom Reyman described in the previous article, and the lack of publicity given to it by the
Canadian Post Office Department!
The situation at the beginning of 1928, was that:

• a letter could be sent from Canada to the USA, using US Air Mail routes, if it was franked with Canadian
stamps for the regular surface mail to the US, and US stamps for the air mail service within the U.S.
(Figure 1)

Fig. 1 - Registered letter weighing between ½ and 1 ounce, mailedWINNIPEG July 20 1928
to NEW YORK. - Franked 2c surface mail + 10 cents registration in Canadian stamps,

and 20 cents in US stamps for airmail in the U.S.A. at 10 cents per ½ ounce.
• the Canadian Post Office was beginning to fly mail to some remote and/or cut off locations within
Canada, but no additional payment for “airmail” was required on these Air Stage services. (Figure 2)

Fig. 2 – Franked 2 cents and flown on First Flight from Rolling Portage to Narrow Lake January 1928
In July 1928,Canada and the USA reached a reciprocal air mail agreement, under which they agreed to a common
air mail rate of 5c first ounce / 10c each additional ounce that would cover all air mail services in either country,
and that each country's stamps would be accepted by the other country.A letter outlining this agreement is
shown in Figure 3.
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Fig. 3 - Letter fromW. Irving Glover, Second Assistant Postmaster General (USA)
to Hon. L. J. Gaboury, Deputy Postmaster General, Ottawa - July 14, 1928

According to George Arfken andWalter Plomish in their book Air Mails of Canada, 1925 – 1939, published in
2000, "the Canadian Post Office did not issue any bulletins nor did they immediately advise this agreement to
Postmasters and certainly not to the public". [1, page 40.]

In 2013, during research for the revised edition ofTheAir Mails of Canada and Newfoundland, I reviewed the
files in the RG3 Post Office records at the NationalArchives in Ottawa.- I found the letter in Figure 3 thatWalter
Plomish had previously found, and correspondence between the two Post Offices, confirming that the Canadian
Post Office could continue to fly mail to remote locations without charging the air mail fee.However, likeWalter,
I could not find copies of any bulletins or notices to the public regarding the change in rates.

I then checked the Monthly Supplements to the Canadian Post Office Guide. I found a notice in the
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September Supplement that the air mail rate to the U.S. had been reduced, and that it could be paid for in
Canadian stamps. However, it did not give an effective date for this change, or say anything about a 5 cent rate
being introduced in Canada.

I also did a digital search for “air mail” in back issues ofTheToronto Star, and found a variety of items, but not
an announcement as to when the 5 cent rate would begin.

I then contacted Kathy Hartley, who was the Reference Librarian at the Vincent Graves Green Philatelic
Research Foundation inToronto at that time.

Kathy searched The Globe online, and found a story on the front page of the Monday,August 6th 1928
edition, announcing “Air Mail Cheaper” because of the 5 cents rate for air mail transmitted over any United
States air mail route: see Figure 4.

Figure 4 - The Globe August 6th 1928

One can infer from the Globe article that:
• it was the first announcementThe Globe received, or it wouldn't have been on the front page

• sinceThe Globe was a morning paper, the Post Office had probably made the announcement on Friday
August 3rd – three days after the new rate came into effect!

The Canadian Post Office continued to fly mail within Canada at surface rates, on both Air Stage services and
on the Montreal - Toronto airmail route. (Figure 5.)

The airmail rate of 5 cents within Canada was first charged if people wanted a cover flown on one of the
special flights to commemorate the Golden Jubilee of the Canadian National Exhibition, and for a souvenir cachet
to be applied to the cover.There was one flight from Quebec City via Montreal,Ottawa and Kingston toToronto,
and a second fromWindsor via London and Hamilton toToronto, on August 24th 1928. (Figure 6).

Figure 5 – Postmarked
HALIFAX 1.30PM AUG 20 1928
Travelled by train to Rimouski,
then flown Rimouski – Montreal – Toronto.
Backstamped TORONTO AUG21 6.30PM 1928
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Figure 6 - Special Flight fromWindsor to the C.N.E. in Toronto: franked 5 cents to get the souvenir cachet.
There were return flights on the same routes from Toronto on August 29th, on which souvenir cachets were
again offered on mail franked 5 cents.
However: these were special flights, and the rate only applied to those flights.
After the CNE flights there was a period of confusion! - Covers can be found that were flown on the regular,
twice-weekly air mail service between Montreal and Toronto during September 1928 franked at 2 cents, (for
example Figure 7), and at 5 cents, (for example Figure 8).

The two cents rate was correct. - Kathy found some newspaper articles which clarify the situation with regard
to charges for air mail:

• an article in The Globe, July 21st 1928, saying there was no plan to charge extra for air mail in Canada
until there was a daily air mail service between centres likeToronto and Montreal

• an article in The Globe,August 30th 1928, in which the Postmaster-General is still referring to a future 5
cents rate “when the regular service was established”.

• a later article in The Globe, September 27 1928, announcing that the 5 cents air mail rate would be
required betweenToronto and Montreal from October 1st. (Figure 9). [2]

Figure 8: Postmarked TORONTO SEP 25 1928,
carried BY POSTAL AIRPLANE TO MONTREAL,

and then by surface routes
to Point Aux Trembles.

Figure 7: Postmarked QUEBEC SEP 24 1928,
carried by surface routes to Montreal BY

POSTAL AIRPLANE from Montreal to Toronto,
and then by surface routes toWaterloo.
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Figure 9: The Globe September 27, 1928
There was also an announcement in the October 1928 Monthly Supplement to the Post Office Guide, which
specified the routes for which the new 5 cents air mail stamp was required: Montreal - Toronto, and Montreal -
Albany, U.S.A. (Figure 10).

Figure 10 - October 1928 Monthly Supplement to the Post Office Guide
There was no mention of the Air Stage services, which continued to fly mail franked at the surface rate.

References:
[1] Air Mails of Canada, 1925 – 1939 by George Arfken andWalter Plomish is still available from BNAPS

Publications: https://bnaps.org/books/bookdetails.php?bookid=262

[2] The articles are reproduced in New Research on Canada’s 5 cents Air Mail rate – 1928 by Chris
Hargreaves in The Canadian Aerophilatelist September 2017.

The library at theVincent Graves Green Philatelic Research Foundation in Toronto is a wonderful resource for
philatelic research, and the current librarian Natalie is extremely helpful. For more information see https://
www.greenefoundation.ca
Chris Hargreaves

https://www.greenefoundation.ca


The Canadian Aerophilatelist - September 2025P. 20

KL2907 is listed in AMCN2 as:
March 21, Mayo Landing-Keno Hill-White Horse-Mayo Landing. One cover from Keno Hill is
reported to be canceled March 19, 1929, and was backstamped atWhite Horse.The cover has not been
verified. However, if the report is correct, then the cover would have been flown on March 21, 1929,
when theTreadwell monoplane made a round trip from Mayo toWhite Horse carrying mail, express
and no passengers. No other mail has been reported.

KL2907- CL45 Keno Hill-White Horse, March 19, 1929 (subject to verification)
A KL2907 cover has now been discovered among 3 Klondike Airways covers in an old time hoard of an Ottawa
collector who was active from the 1920's to the 1960's. His son has been selling the covers off for the last 15 -
20 years.

The other two Klondike Airways covers were KL2905-45 & KL2905-45a from the March 6-8 1929, Mayo
Landing-Dawson-White Horse-Mayo Landing flight.All three covers are to the same address, and in a similar
“grubby" condition.

Editor’s Note: The listing for KL2907 will be updated to note that a cover has now been found. It will be
valued at $2,000 – the same value as KL2905-CL45 and KL2905-CL45a.

I checked with Alec Globe, who has now recorded just 44 covers with Klondike Airways stickers, including
these three new ones. He noted that these three covers were addressed to Vivian W. Groves, c/o General
Delivery,Whitehorse, Yukon. VivianW. Groves’ actual address was Uphill, Rampisham, Dorchester, England, and
his name is also found onWestern Canada Airways and Yukon Airways covers.

A detailed listing of the Klondike Airways covers will be included in Alec’s book Speedy Delivery, which is now
at the manuscript review stage. In addition to extensive listings of covers, the book will contain a lot of ancillary
information, including a chapter on dealers and airmail collectors, with a list of their names that will help
current collectors identify philatelic material.

I am really looking forward to seeing Alec’s book!

KLONDIKE AIRWAYS – A KL2907-CL45 COVER
DISCOVERED.
Brian Wolfenden
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Postmarked MONTREAL Apr23 10PM 1946 - Franked 7 cents
The above cover was sent to England by AIR in North America, then SEA across the Atlantic.
This service was described in the April 1947 Canadian Post Office Supplement at the time it was ended:

PARTIAL TRANSATLANTIC AIRMAIL SERVICE 1946/47
Gray Scrimgeour, Chris Hargreaves, Ken Snelson
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A comparable service providing SEA MAIL across the Atlantic, then AIR MAIL in North America was provided
in Great Britain.However, that service was discontinued on 17 January 1947 when the U.K. replaced its schedule
of multiple destination-specific airmail rates with a simplified three-zone system.

(“d” was the abbreviation for a penny, and “s” for a shilling, which was worth 12 pence.)

The cover below was mailed on 11 August 1947 and franked 5 pence. – It received a backstamp explaining that
the Ses-Air service was no longer available, and marked “T” for Postage Due.The deficiency between the franking
and the new air mail rate to Canada was 7 pence, so this was doubled for a charge of 14 pence,which was written
on the cover as “1/2” indicating 1 shilling 2 pence.

The UK post office marked a lot of postage due mail with two numbers separated by a bar:
• The top number is the number of rates - this cover was single rate.

• The bottom number is the amount of postage due:“1/2”.This would be in centimes to many UPU
countries but at this time the postage due to Canada was being shown in Sterling.

There is no indication that the Postage Due was collected in Canada, but Ken Snelson has a similar cover for
which the Postage Due was definitely collected, and is described on the next page:
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RUSTY MYERS FLYING SERVICE
Thanks to DonWainwright for the scan of this cover:

The cover is listed in Section 18B of AMCN2 – CANADIAN AIR MAIL ENDOREMENTS: COURTESY
MARKINGS where it was recorded as being used in 1963.

According to the internet, Rusty Myers offers Fly-In Fishing trips to “nine remote outposts and one lodge in
Northwest Ontario for trophy walleye, pike, muskie and more. It provides all-inclusive trips with float plane service, and
fully stocked cabins”.

Rusty Myers currently has a fleet of six aircraft:
• 3 Beaver de Havilland DHC-2

• 2 Cessna 208 Caravans

• 1 Cessna 185

A de Havilland DHC-2 Beaver of Rusty Myers Air Service.
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WHATWAS THE FIRST AIR MAIL FLIGHT
BY BALLOON IN CANADA?

POSTAL HISTORY CORNER is an outstanding series of articles by Andrew Liptak which provides detailed
information regarding Canadian postal rates from the 1800s to the year 2000, as well as a wide-range of articles
dealing with Canadian stamps and postal history.

Following Andrew's death in 2014, the articles were posted on the POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF
CANADA website so that the information in them remains available to collectors.They can be seen at
Postal History Corner https://postalhistorycorner.blogspot.com/
One of these articles describes the Balloon Post at EXPO 67.

Although it is clear in the article below that Andrew went to great lengths to verify the accuracy of his
information, the reference to “Canada's first-ever air mail delivery via a hot air balloon from Expo 67” is
incorrect:

• A “technical issue” is that the balloon flown byWolfgang Gruber and Eric Maerkl at EXPO 67 was a gas
balloon not a hot air balloon

• A philatelic issue is that several balloons had carried mail in Canada before the EXPO 67 flight! These
flights are described by Nino Chiovelli in the second article below.

However, while some balloons carried covers before EXPO 67, the flight by Gruber and Maerkl was the first
flight authorized by the Canadian Post Office to do so?

So which flight should be considered “The First Air Mail Flight By Balloon In Canada”- I’d be very glad to
receive “Letters to the Editor” with readers’ opinions on this question.

Chris Hargreaves, Editor, hargreavescp@sympatico.ca

https://postalhistorycorner.blogspot.com/
mailto:hargreavescp@sympatico.ca
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EARLY MAIL CARRIED BY BALLOON IN CANADA
Nino Chiovelli

The statement “Balloon Post: Canada's first-ever air mail delivery via a hot air balloon from Expo 67” is wrong
as:

• the mail carried on flights at EXPO 67 was carried on a gas balloon

• mail had been carried on several balloon flights before the July 19th flight at EXPO 67.

Canadian Aeronaut Stan Sheldrake carried eight covers prepared by Mr. Frank E. Duck in his hot air balloon
"SPIRIT OF CANADA" on May 14, 1967 at the Mount Hope,OntarioAir Show. Sheldrake made four ascensions
there, and carried the covers on a free flight.The covers were cancelled at the Mount Hope Post Office on the
5th May 1967. - A letter of confirmation from Mr. J.G. Cunningham, Director, Information and Public Relations,
Canada Post, is shown below.This letter dated 19 March 1968 was the result of several contacts with Canada
Post that Sheldrake made including proof of his Hot Air Balloon Flight on 14 MAY 1967.
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Unfortunately during EXPO '67 researchers possibly started recording events starting 1867 rather than from the
prior years regarding Aviation.That may mislead the many foreign Aeronauts flying in Montreal and theWestern
Provinces. Further the foreign balloonists, when stating the first flight in different locations may have meant that
it was their first flight in that area.

I also have in my collection:
• a cover carried on a
SCIENTIFIC GAS BALLOON
launched at Ft. Churchill,
Manitoba on July 7, 1966

• a cover dated September
2,1930 carried by the French
Entry, GAS BALLOON,
PIERRE FISBACH in the 1930
Gordon Bennett Balloon Race
held in Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A.
The flight landed near
Smithville, Ontario, and was
cancelled in Smithville, and also
backstamped in Hamilton.

The Canadian Aerophilatelist issued
in June 1999, pages 12 & 13, tells
about Robert M.Terry's autographed
cover from the same flight, signed by
Albert Boitard, one of the Pilots.
It's interesting to note that both his
and my covers cancel the U.S.
postage with Smithville, Ontario
hammer cancels. Both covers are
also backstamped Hamilton,Ontario
8:31 P.M.
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In fact it is yet too early to claim a First for Canadian Balloon Post;
• a few other Gordon Bennett flights landed in Prince Edward Island, Quebec, and Ontario in the early
1900s, and might have carried covers to record their landing

• some covers may have been transported during the period of Smoke Balloons or Barrage Balloons in
the late 1800s and early 1900s at County Fairs. It had been the practice of early Aeronauts to sign
envelopes, cards and other souvenirs for dignitaries and admirers. Might they also have carried covers on
the ascensions?

• There were also military balloon/airship flights made in the Calgary area during training inWW One.
Boys being Boys probably wrote letters while aloft to their lady friends or families (my speculation here)?

Even in the case of an early find, that fact can only be listed as "purported to be the First Balloon Post in Canada?"
I have asked the Canadian Postal History Society to correct the Postal History Corner description of the EXPO
'67 Balloon Flight. My reason is that LighterThanAir Collecting as a hobby on a scale of one to ten rates a chilly
-40. Like it or not LTA scientific applications played an important part of our history and heavy lift transport will
with the new effort in Quebec become a necessary part of northern transportation.
One thing is certain, during EXPO '67 all of the foreign Aeronauts attending were very outgoing personalities
and their enthusiasm ignited a huge growth in Hot Air Ballooning and led to a few Gas Balloonists entering
Gordon Bennett Balloon Races in the 90s.
Nino F. Chiovelli

NEXT ISSUE - SEASONAL SPECIAL
The Canadian Aerophilatelist is published quarterly in March, June, September and December.
The next issue will be our annual SEASONAL SPECIAL. - All members are invited to send in a scan of any
favourite stamp or cover, a Seasons’ Greetings message to other members, and/or any other information you
like, to the editor at hargreavescp@sympatico.ca by November 1st.

mailto:hargreavescp@sympatico.ca
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
The CANADIANAEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY has about 150 members, and membership is open to all.The CAS aims to provide a forum for the
exchange of information among Canadians who are interested in any aspect of world-wide aerophilately, and for collectors from around the world
who are interested in Canadian aerophilately. - This is mainly achieved through our journal The Canadian Aerophilatelist which is published quarterly.

The CAS runs the website www.aerophilately.ca which provides extensive information about Canadian air mail

We also provide a question-and-answer service for mystery air mail stamps and covers; a library that can be searched for information on particular
topics; and representation of Canadian aerophilatelists at national and international levels.

Membership rates based on current exchange rates
The membership dues for members who receive The Canadian Aerophilatelist by EMAIL are:

1 year - $15.00 Canadian or US$12.00 to anywhere in the world
2 years - $25.00 Canadian or US$20 to anywhere in the world

The dues for members who prefer a PAPER COPY of The Canadian Aerophilatelist mailed to them are:
1 year - $25.00 CDN in Canada, $30.00 CDN in U.S.A. (or $24.00 US),

$35.00 CDN for members Overseas, (or $28.00 US)

2 years - $45.00 CDN in Canada, $55.00 CDN in U.S.A. (or $44.00 US)
$65.00 CDN for members Overseas, (or $52.00 US)

Members receiving a paper journal may also receive an emailed journal at no extra charge.

If you would like to join, please send the following information with your dues to:
Brian Wolfenden, Secretary-Treasurer CAS, 203A Woodfield Drive, Nepean, Ontario K2G 4P2

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _______________________________________________Date of birth: _______________________
Period andType of membership: _________________________________________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________
(For Secretary’s use: Date joined: _______________________ Amount of dues paid:_____________)

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
The following members are now due for renewal before publication of the next newsletter. - Please send your
renewal to BrianWolfenden as soon as possible, in order that the next newsletter is sent to you without delay.
PLEASE NOTE that new MEMBERSHIP CARDS are only sent to renewing members on request.

NOW DUE FOR RENEWAL: The dues for Advertising
Members are $25 Canadian
per year, in addition to
their regular membership
fee. - Advertising Members
are guaranteed an adver-
tisement in each issue, but
the size of the advert is
at the editor’s discretion,
and depends on the space
available. (Very large adver-
tisements can be placed by
special arrangement, for an
additional charge.) If any-
body would like to become
an advertising member,
please contact the editor.

#549 Michael P.Anderson,
#477 Simon Claughton,
#495 Gordon Easton,
#401Tony Hine
#548 Kent Kobersteen,
#522 Peter Maresch,
#523 Dave McGill,
#521 Gerald Michels,
#194 Derek Rance,
#425 PaulVarty,
#552 Leonard Zehr

Advertising members
due to renew:
#553 GregoireTeyssier

To all members
listed who have
already renewed
their membership,
thank you for
doing so.

New members can receive a free, one year membership with delivery of The Canadian Aerophilatelist by email – just send
information required below to BrianWolfenden at bjnepean@trytel.com

LIFE MEMBERSHIP - members who have reached the age of 85 and been a member in good standing for 15 years are no
longer required to pay the annual membership fee. Contact BrianWolfenden for more information.

Dues can be paid by e-Transfer in Canada; or by PayPal to bjnepean@trytel.com
or by cheque in Canadian or US $ payable to The Canadian Aerophilatelic Society mailed to BrianWolfenden at address below.

mailto:
mailto:

