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The Golden Age of the Rigid Airship 1. Zeppelin’s Initial Success & World War 1 Zeppelin’s Initial Success & World War 1 Zeppelin’s Initial Success & World War 1 .
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Aim: Graf von Zeppelin spent years developing the rigid airship. The first zeppelin flight was in July 1900, and gt ~ e WL
This exhibit will explore the development of the rigid airship during the first 4 decades of the Twentieth by 1909, he was able to start Deutsche Luftschiffahrts, A.G., (DELAG), as an airline with fare-paying | Spnde ] o fin A
- - . - . . . . i t - £ ‘i’ . IeY
Century in Germany, the United States and Great Britain as shown by stamps and postal history. The passengers. As new zeppelins were constructed, the airline grew steadily in its first decade with the B! p"‘%&'é&‘éf‘ ; /, ‘-
rigid airships carried thousands of passengers and tons of mail and heavy cargo between continents at a introduction of LZ-10 Schwaben, LZ-11 Viktoria Luise, LZ-13 Hansa, and LZ-17 Sachen. er
time when the airplane was still in its infancy. w R
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Although the first balloon free flight occurred in France in the 1780s, the challenge for aviators was to S | i@eg bt Y §
develop a vessel that could be directed in flight. The rigid airship proved to be the most reliable for long |; .4‘
distance flight. The Germans were the first to successfully create rigid airships, and Ferdinand von Above: 5 pf and 10 pf Zeppelin-Eckener Spende labels .
Zeppelin received a patent for his design in Germany in 1895. This exhibit will focus on the three ,"' :
countries that successfully produced rigid airships - Germany, the United States and Great Britain. 'a' - F
Based on the number of flights, Germany is the predominant focus. a* A
i ) ‘;‘ X
Zeppelin’s first successful flight took place near Lake Constance, )
Germany, in July, 1900. By 1908, Zeppelin had enough support that g 4‘-
he could establish the Luftschiffbau Zeppelin GmbH to produce rigid | /,'
airships commercially, and in 1909 he founded the world’s first airline, )
Deutsche Luftschiffahrts-Aktiengesellschaft. By 1914, DELAG had 3 |
- - - ,
safely carried over 32,700 passengers on more than 1500 flights in Above: German propaganda post card from WWI showing officers in bivouac with a military zeppelin above )
Europe. The outbreak of war brought an end to passenger flights, but —mmenes oo - J
the demand for military airships brought the manufacturing company Die ,Hansa'
huge success. After the war, the company struggled to begin Uber der B
peacetime production. The new Graf Zeppelin proved the reliability of Egﬁ;’;ﬁ:gs .
zeppelin technology, and the company focused on a new age of luxury i
air travel. Passenger flights ended in 1937 when the Hindenburg |
Above: Germany issued 2 stamps Cl’ashed Wh”e Ianding at Lakehurst, NeW Jersey. .
In 1938 for the 100" anniversary of o 7 4
the birth of Graf von Zeppelin In the USA, the rigid airship was developed principally as a weapon of
war. There was immense national pride in the US Navy’s airships, and
the public pursued both flown covers and mail SRR AT “y
that commemorated special airship events. ORGANIZATION : 4";
Great Britain had initial success with military Sl z : :
RS : ection : SRR f
rigid airships, and the world’s first Above: Special post cards with semi-official postage flown by the Schwaben for the 1912 Aeronautical Fortnight . . ; ﬂg - g £
£, . . 43 S i ) , ' 7
transatlantic round flight was actually 1. Zeppelin’s Initial Success & WWI exhibit of the Grand Duchy of Hessen. One was cancelled in Darmstadt for the June 12" flight and one in Frankfurt ‘é)’m 32;:?%3:53191:‘%0& ?ﬁ&?ﬁb @%I}D‘%pmpb”c;?bp 'll)?l'%tm' '
completed in 1919 by His Majesty's Airship R- 2. The American Rigid Airships au Main for the June 15 flight. The Aeronautical Fortnight flights were the first airmail flights in Germany. Nidsn sl al : > PR
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|34‘ B‘_’tlt:_eri_wzs :ttle mvestmen't untll.theh 3. Germany - The Graf Z€’-PP€’/"7 s Proving Flights 13 By the start of the Great War, DELAG zeppelins had carried 37,250 passengers on 1,600 flights, without a Dann gib auch Du ik die Feppdin= Erbener-GPende! ®ib i Oie Jeppofin-GeFenor- Spende! -t
rr?zetrla tl.rs lr:.rc’;n'.\e W?S d.ev:.oped ek +. Seunany -GrafZeppe/;rj 1931‘32 : 32 single injury. Almost two thirds of the passengers (including royalty, politicians and military officers)  Zeno Diemer pinxit '
mid-twenties. His Majesty S_A”S ip R-100 5. Germany - GrafZep;?elln.19??3f37 48 were transported without charge to promote the airships, but over 10,000 passengers had paid full fare. y
successfully flew to Canada in 1930, and there 6. England - The Imperial Airship Scheme 57 Above: The zeppelin Hannsa over the fleet near Helgoland iy
was great excitement until the R-101 crashed 7. Germany - The Hindenburg 61 Although DELAG had to cease flights upon the outbreak of the First World War, the conflict brought ~
in France a few months later. 8 Germany - The 2nd Graf Zeppelin 75 financial success to the Luftschiffbau Zeppelin as the German Army and Navy ordered more than 85 After its defeat, the allies forbid Germany to build or own dirigibles, but Hugo Eckener was able to Above: Two patriotic Spende postcards '
9. End of the Era : 20 military zeppelins during the war. convince the Americans to order a zeppelin for their navy from Luftschiffbau Zeppelin. After that ‘ :
Rare items are mounted on red paper ; S : : : delivery, a number of famous pilots gave lectures throughout Germany to raise funds through donations Public support was excellent, and donations and a small government grant allowed manufacturing of |
and the sale of postcards and labels to fund the company. commercial airships to begin again in Friedrichshafen in 1926. A of
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2. The American Rigid Airships American — USS Los Angeles American — USS Los Angeles American - USS Los Angeles
The Union Army flew military observation balloons in the Civil War, and American forces operated some Although the Versailles Treaty forbid Germany from owning or manufacturing any airships, after the LZ-2 A test of the Los Angeles was scheduled to fly to Bermuda in February, 1925. The Post Office announced e i ~ gt
manned balloons during World War I. Based on the success of the German zeppelins during the Great War, disaster the United States was able to convince its allies to allow Germany to build one zeppelin (designated that mail sent to New York and marked “Airmail by Airship Los Angeles from Lakehurst, N.J.” would be |
the military decided to develop their own rigid airships and assigned the responsibility to the Navy. The as LZ-126 by Luftschiffbau Zeppelin) for the US Nawvy. As the allies refused permission for Germany to carried. This was the first official American airship mail. o
Y ppelin) Y p Y THE HOME OF THE POSTAGE STAMP i
first US rigid airship, the Shenandoah (ZR-1) was built at the Lakehurst Naval Air Station in 1922-23. construct a military rigid airship, the Americans agreed to accept a civilian zeppelin. LZ-126 was completed JACKSON HEIGHTS  3aF |
. - : ; : : in the summer of 1924, and had her first flight in August. The German post office announced that mail - My Yo : 1
W.hl‘le th.e.S.henandoah was s-t||| L.mder con.structlc.)n, the Navy decided to add to lt? fleet.WIt.h the purchase a would be carried on the rigid airship’s delivery flight to America. Due to a 150 kg. weight restriction and an Retura to:
B”t'_Sh 'd'“g'ble'. The Royal Airship Works .|n Cardington had ceased work on all B”t'Sh.a"’Sh'ps wh(.en the overwhelming demand, the Reichspost had to instruct all post offices to refuse any further mail as of Me Lo Eidsness, Jr., A
Armistice was signed, but the US Navy paid for the work to be completed on R38 and it was redesignated as September 15%". On October 12th, the zeppelin left Friedrichshafen under the command of Hugo Eckener 2532 14th Ste, Ne W, .
- . . ﬁ
LZ-2. An American crew was sent to England to learn how to operate the airship. However, on August 21, for her transatlantic flight to the United States. After 81 hours she arrived at the U.S. Naval Air Station at Washington, D, Coy Ue 5. 4o , L
1921, during its fifth flight, the rigid airship split into two, killing 44 of the 49 men aboard. Lakehurst. : ,1&\\— SER;{Q{;.:, W VIA AIZSHIZ LOS ANGELES ey
A O\ oy FROM LAKEHUEST, N. J.
As a naval airship, the Shenandoah never officially carried mail. InJuly 1925, the Navy arranged to fly the g FE3 e lr. Jogseph Wells, 3 ’
Shenandoah to the Governors’ Conference in Bar Harbour, Maine to show the politicians its new airship and _} 20 ) obidtal P Hotel Belmont Kanor, : F
to take a number of dignitaries on short flights. A New York stamp dealer, Eddie Buser, mailed 125 covers e, W25 o ‘?'ni nerags;m:“r' Warwick, Bermuda. B T S " (
to the Postmaster at Lakehurst and asked him to put the covers on board the Shenandoah. The Lakehurst & gt o Hami;:onmgce, : : o
postmaster applied a July 3rd cancellation and had Buser’s covers along with a few from two collectors e . T
carried on the airship. Due to the strong demand for airship covers, New Jersey stamp dealer A.C. Roessler 5 ol e AL
prepared covers but the postmaster did not put his on the flight. Roessler obtained a copy of the USS AIR MAT s {;;s, % : i’ 7y yS
Patoka cancellation and then sold covers from his shop. These Roessler covers are recognized in the ...i“ff.f‘fffgfif?f.ﬁgﬁﬁ*ﬁﬂ*ﬁwgf:.n. Je 5 % i % 5 B i
Zeppelin philatelic catalogues as “unflown” event covers. stk : ’
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Above: Cover from the USS Los Angeles’ 2nd flight to Bermuda in April
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? ey L Above: AJcover that was carried on the USS Los Angeles’ 1* flight to Bermuda — mail was dropped from the airship S .o N ' ' .
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Above: An “unflown” Governors’ Conference event cover prepared by A. C. Roessler S .
Above: Large cover with violet “Mit Luftschiff Z. R. 3 beférdert” confirmation mark carried on the LZ-126 delivery Is»22
Two months after the Governors’ Conference, the Shenandoah crashed in Ohio during a violent storm and flight to America. Later christened the USS Los Angeles, she became the most successful American airship "
14 crewmembers were killed. N _ : Above: Cover from the Los Angeles’ May 3™ flight to San Juan. Over 300 pounds of mail was transferred to the USS Coh
Above: Postcard showing the Goodyear-Zeppelin hanger in Akron where new US airships would be constructed Patoka, a Navy tender that had been converted to an airship depot with the addition of an airship mast e
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American — USS Akron American — USS Akron American — USS Akron American — USS Macon 3
‘ = : = | Ty w——— A ———————ry The USS Macon had her first flight a month after the Akron crash, and was commissioned on 23 June 1933. ‘) 4
.—-' y 4 ""—" Ml R A— ' . _ She made headlines in June, 1934, when she located the cruiser Houston, which was carrying President
A ol il ‘ Roosevelt back from a trip to Hawaii. v 5 i
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BALA-CYNWYD, Montgomery Co., PA, e
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Again Welcomes the 3
Above: The United States Post Office applied a Above: Back stamp applied to ali covers flown U. S. S. MACO N 3
“Carrying Mail” handstamp to the front of all covers on the Tactical Training flight (shown reduced)
,v T F LIG HT Dav IJ L S leam JY 3 before the flight and “Coast to Coast” stamp to the back
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S Yin \'\ou se Lame, = = K CON NOLLY After the USS Akron’s return to Lakehurst in August, the Navy agreed to let the Akron carry mail on a WEA ARE X
P rng .
, : T STATE : LiNwooD AVE. Tactical Training flight. The Post Office applied a special mail handstamp to all mail before loading. f00 (V] wanber h
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Above: Cover cancelled aboard the USS Medusa, celebrating the Macon'’s flight the west coast S ' ;',
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KEN OSH AW 1§0 wirar oL 101 Dusne St. Miss. I H Rod Above: Cover with the US Post Office “Carrying Mail” handstamp that was applied in Lakehurst MO % A OFF TH -~
v A CHAMEER Or COMwLny _ _ ¢/o N O Post Office OF U CAL[F T
KhERGSAALAR . A New York, N,Y. New Orleans, La. The Goodyear-Zeppelin completed the Akron’s sistership, the USS Macon, ZRS-5, in early 1933. Sz R g : Ay
_ ' ; ; i <5 5 M
: On April 3™, the USS Akron was caught in a thunderstorm off the coast of New Jersey and crashed into the » '/,Vh
’ : ocean. The accident claimed the lives of 73 of the 76 people aboard, including Admiral Moffett. 23
Above: A envelope from one of first printing of stamped stationary carried on the Coast to Coast flight )
To generate extra revenue, the US Post Office announced all mail would receive special hand stamps to prove 'y ,i
Above: Other communities were proud of their connection to the airships. The Kenosha Chamber of Commerce authenticity. Over 41,700 covers and postcards were carried on the USS Akron’s Transcontinental flight from Above: Cover created to mark the crash of the USS Macon in February, 1935 ;-“' -
marked the flight of the USS Akron over their city with souvenir covers Lakehurst, New Jersey to Camp Kearney (San Diego), California. ol
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3. Germany — The Graf Zeppelin’s Proving Flights The Graf Zeppelin’s Proving Flights — USA The Graf Zeppelin’s Proving Flights — Middle East
Bt e gl Le e 0 et I E020. Gratiiy wab peipitieddo bl Idelyllian dh s dsd To prove her operational ability in hot climates, the first international flight of 1929 was a trip to the Orient
Luftschiffbau Zeppelin GmbH began construction of a new zeppelin designed to carry passengers and Map showing the original flying over Palestine, Lebanon, Athens, Rome & Vienna. The onboard post office was in operation, and the
| freight. Christened the Graf Zeppelin on July 8, 1928 by Countess Brandenstein, the daughter of the late transatlantic flight route. The Graf e 1
Count, the airship made her 1** flight on September 18, 1928, under the command of Hugo Eckener. Zeppelin left Friedrichshafen, flew
kel & R, i g A : down the Rhine valley and across
£ wo days later, on September 20™ the Reichspost issued the world’s first zeppelin stamps. southern France, passing over MIT LUFTPOST
Barcelona to the Atlantic Ocean near PAR AVION
RO | Gibraltar. After flying west across
JISCHE LUFTD the Atlantic, she started north near
Bermuda and proceeded to
Lakehurst. The return to Europe
i was by the northern route. (Map
[l! BEICHSM from Airships.net)
Above: The 2M stamp for mailing a post card and 4 M stamp to mail a letter on the first flight to the United States
; On the return flight to Germany, the dirigible carried almost 52,000 post OIS
On October 11* the Graf Zeppelin left for her first flight to the United States carrying 20 passengers € 3 v ; 'g h : £ TG 473
7 : : cards and 50,000 letters mailed by aviation enthusiasts. To encourage R, orn &
(including American naval officer Charles E. Rosendahl and the famous Hearst newspaper reporter, Lady i the U. S. Post OFF lied a “First Flight Ai il Uni Y EETED "/<
Grace Drummond-Hay) and a crew of 40. In the hold were 66,000 pieces of mail, all specially franked to s ,,OS i i japp e s lrs.t ug- oM Ur'uted STATES © GEpf R
commemorate the Graf Zeppelin’s first Atlantic flight. States to Germany” confirmation stamp in violet ink to each piece of i\ o /3'}5‘?/ } | D E EI STE:? E n
mail carried on the flight. S 06T 28 1928 RO Bty oo
Above: Cover prepared by stamp dealer A. C. Roessler. The registered label was probably applied after the flight.
: ' fb Above: A post card mailed to Wurttenberg from Germany bearing the lilac-red “Mittelmeerfahrt 1929”
M W m commerative hand stamp.
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s ; , : \‘ Left: The reverse of the card
. | For Correspond ,..//“ 05 i i (shown reduced) with the
. éé/‘ﬁ(‘ RO Sevilla mail drop back stamp
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MIT LUFTPOST = e
. ON ‘ 4,0/7 ‘ Contemporary German map showing
| y / g the route of the 1929 Mediterranean
.‘ / | Br'ew;?);??gx:oa'r flight. There were no landings but
; %f% MUNCL‘!:"-T} r~:5r3d;:r;isif. 48 mail was dropped at Sevilla, Tanger,
y i eyl gl San Remo, Barcelona, and Radolfzell
" B st b b AT : ; !
& I \»aﬂﬂzﬁ“_“ﬁﬁ”/ (Map from Middle East Institute
. .t Above: Post card carried by the Graf Zeppelin with American Post Office confirmation handstamp - Editor’s Blog, Feb. 13, 2015)
’ Above: The onboard “Mit Luftschiff LZ127 befrdert” confirmation mark was actually applied in Friedrichshafen
), before the flight as the airship’s post office was not yet operational : . . : .
il ] Above: Cover cancelled in Friedrichshafen with red confirmation applied during the Orient flight
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The Graf Z lin’s Proving Flights — 2" US Flight in’ i i nd i The Graf Zeppelin’s Round the World Flight The Graf Zeppelin’s Round the World Flight
e Graf Zeppelin’s Proving Flights I8 The Graf Zeppelin’s Proving Flights — 2" US Flight Pp g PP g
On May 16" the Graf Zeppelin began another flight to Lakehurst. Two engines failed over the Atlantic, so In 19289, the Graf Zeppelin undertook a flight around the world to prove the abilities of the zeppelins in all
Eckener ordered the airship to return to Germany. While flying against a heavy headwind, two more & conditions. The largest sponsor, Hearst newspapers, demanded that the Round the World flight officially
engines failed and the Graf Zeppelin was given permission by the French government to make a successful start and conclude in the USA. After the August 1% flight to Lakehurst, the Graf Zeppelin took on passengers :
landing with only one engine at an airbase in Cuers, France. and supplies to began the flight to Friedrichshafen for refuelling. It then flew over the northern republics of M ” LUFTPOST
C the Soviet Union and on to Japan. After 5 days, the Graf Zeppelin flew across the Pacific Ocean to Los DANAVION
Angeles. After a stop in Los Angeles, the rigid airship flew on to Lakehurst. The entire circumnavigation
{ (including stops) took 21 days, 5 hours, and 31 minutes to cover 20,651 miles (33,234 km). The press “ o R, et
Z E P P E L I N M A I L coverage created world-wide publicity for the zeppelin. ' f:‘;c L;T?a: i
3 3 P | v 4
L 7,127 , Graf Zeppeli® iiber KoBcEeung verzbgert \Y,e??ﬂ Abbrichs der 1. Afherkatah .. ol e e sas— ; : '
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& i veeter, press aiit Loftschiff L.2.127g ,,t,/ s \g |
Fi‘abl'il{Sdlrektor, . RSN, : -&u :‘ b Friedri sheshafen : ;‘ «4‘-\&4«, ,4’44,~;{, ’4 - ’rw’cz‘// : l(v “
Ni&z:es’ Boemen' | MIT LU FTPOST n 1{?,‘\/ .-e:ezf/w«.“/» 4;.:64 _‘2/ .\‘f‘ 3 ,
PAR AVION i Loeing 84 R .
< ; (\)«l s 3 Y ? /"(" C"t(, (V’.C{;f/uf« N(. & _‘/
® MIT LUFTPOST £ g=<~w «;mcfc Gose ,
: PAR AVION ";9«'/\ /n/,,_ f
o TR g el m«m;,, '
-E """""""""""""""""""""""" Above: Card with 2M zeppelin stamp and zeppelin cachet prepared by stamp dealer A. C. Roessler that was on the g ,figi ,,;, = @“ &
£ interrupted flight. Held by the Reichspost until the next flight to America 5 ,,,_,Ms e Aw’;{;% mﬁ'mv’?, e
; PAR AVION. e
W. J. Foley, Above: A post card handstamped with the “Weltrundfahrt 1929” confirmation as well as receiving cancellations in
guchs der 1. Amerikaizhn ¢/o Postmaster, Friedrichshafen, Tokyo and Greatneck, NY. The “Friedrichshafen (Bodensee) — Tokio” mark eased sorting
S i 3 Saginaw, Mich.
: - Friedrichshaten (Bedensee) Friedrichshafen (Bodensee) 1
By German Airship-L Z. 127-Graf Zeppelm, ERSTER FLUG £t :
k:ehurst. DIE WELT
Above: Post card with on board cancellation on 2 RM zeppelin stamp and 10 pf airmail stamp to pay for special Los A.ngeles R e RUND U(h:AHIFF i 127
delivery. Bearing the “1 Amerikafahrt 1929” handstamp and the “Beforderung verzoggert wegen Abbruchs der 1. MIT LUFTi S eEber '
Amerikafahrt” red marki firming the flight interuption. The card turned to Friedrichshafen and held by the : RA
TR re_ St .|ng e |rn:tmg sl ",)n ef:ar 2 S urne. Gy ‘n ‘y Z E P P Above: Cover flown on the last leg from Los Angeles to Lakehurst. Violet Round-The-World air mail confirmation is himicmrﬂ' ' -
German Post Office until August 1°* when the Graf Zeppelin left Friedrichshafen on its next flight to Lakehurst. This , g s S
! I . ( ] ’ i mark applied by the Post Office in Los Angeles. Below: Green Lakehurst receiving mark on the reverse.
card is unusual as the US Special Delivery marking were all applied to the address side of the card, as well as the “Fee Mit Liufts Chvil 1. 7. 12 7 T
claimed by Office of First Address” hand stamp ' MIT LU FT POS
| ab Friedrichshafen DAR IS
—hraohn—Am :
, S NG N O FYV T Wy e ee - v
MIT LUFTPOST|
PAR AVION :
HEINR.TEMME | - -
Left: Projection of the Graf Zeppelin’s Ueberlingen’
¥ am Bodensea .
: circumnavigation of the globe in 1929. o =
Above: A Roessler cover with 4M zeppelin stamp that was on the interrupted flight and held till August 1% flight el
Map from planehistoria.com
Above: Sorting marks show this card carried around the world from Friedrichshafen to Friedrichshafen
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The Graf Zeppelin’s Proving Flights - Europe The Graf Zeppelin’s Proving Flights - Europe The Graf Zeppelin’s Europe — Pan American Flight The Graf Zeppelin’s Europe — Pan America Flight
: In 1930, the Graf Zeppelin was scheduled to undertake a flight between Spain, Brazil, and the United States.
Hugo Ecker;ler convurflc:ﬁdlA'merl(;aLr; gostalfofflclz':alsi; to |:sue ? set f?'f ;eppelm stamps with 93% of the value of Karl J. Kranz,
stamps on flown mail helping D pay for the Pan-American flight. 233 Huron St.,
MIT LUFTPOST Toledo, Chio
PAR AVION U. S, Ao
MIT LUFTPOST a4
PAR AVION
Above: The 65¢ paid the post card rate for 1 flight segment, the $1.30 paid the letter rate, and $2.60 paid the letter for ‘
2 segments. Due to the Depression, only 227,000 of the stamps were sold, and the rest were destroyed latter that Karl J. Krmza e
ear (making the Graf Zeppelin stamps the scarcest US issue of the 20th century). ‘ o8 : S
year ( g pp p 7 | e 233 Huron S5t.,
In case of non-delivery to be returned to DAANAANALL KK A n :
W. T. Wilson, 18 IT\,mg)psne Road ‘Ilands“orth Birm 3% - Tahda’ OhiO.
Mit Luﬂscl__uif{.,sraf Zepnelin': befirdert POSé]‘ o 9 A.RD ol 5 P )
74 &
W.,w THE ADDRESS TO\ WN ON "TH'L Ll it AP
SRS 52 /‘ \\ Above: Cover with semi-private Condor zeppelin stamp and regular Brazil postage mailed from Recife for the
/7L e g * o '0 i United States. This cover has been signed by Hugo Eckener
Above: Card carried on the April 22, 1930 flight to Bonn with on board cancellation = A NN A RN R R AIR MAIL B
Above: Cover carried on the Netherlands flight October 12 — 13, 1929 and dropped at Amsterdam g .
Via Graf Zeppelin
& ; '
B, Rio de Janeiro -- Pernambuco :
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Above: Post card with the 65¢ carried from Lakehurst east to Friedrichshafen. The cover with the $2.60 stamp was i
Above: Eckner took the Graf Zeppelin to England in April to show German technology to the British as they developed IO? R tt.1e 5 i FriedriFhshafen o g t(-) i th'en & LakfehursF. e p e - dunnethenign s over 0 R del e e el flows g T fghtisn Redls
thair o hi ey develope with the United Sates Post Office’s “First Europe Pan-American Round Flight” confirmation marking (Pernambuco). Condor confirmation mark on Brazilian st bth ori d i
Above: Post card carried on the Swiss flight from Zurich in November and included in mail drop at St. Gallen n airship program. He hoped the British might place orders with Luftschiffbau Zeppelin GmbH ¢ stamp with private Condor stamp shows date of posting
21 24
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The Graf Zeppelin’s Europe — Pan America Flight The Graf Zeppelin’s Proving Flights 1930 The Graf Zeppelin’s Proving Flights 1930 The Graf Zeppeim Proving Flights - Moscow
}[ (—i]? J -f;_ _E - During the Round the World flight in 1929, :
Mit LUﬂSCh‘iﬁ Graf Zeppelin . the Soviets had asked the Graf Zeppelin to
: : t rm , but Eckener had declined .
auf sciner Fahit in das be-  UGimieraieeh '
. tosave fuel. The Russian government
freite [theinland be: Crdert. . issued a formal complaint and in 1930 ~
- President Hindenburg asked Eckener to fly .
v G Rulloann & " the airship to the Soviet Union. It was
; estimated that almost 100,000 people were waiting to see the Graf Zeppelin land in Moscow
VI A AIR MAIL
VIH&KF!F ZEpPPEL]N _
Above: Argentina Graf Zeppelin 20¢ and 50¢ overprinted in blue and 20¢ and 90¢ overprinted in green 110 # 116 Na3dsau street.
After the 1930 Pan-American flight, the Graf Zeppelin conducted several short flights within Europe. On
June 21%, the airship left Friedrichshafen for a four day “Round Germany” flight. Eckener never forgot
that public donations had allowed Luftschiffbau Zeppelin to start building the Graf Zeppelin, so he took
every opportunity to show the people “their” airship.
MIT LUFTPOST
PAR AVION
Above: Airmail card sent from Teaneck to Germany by steamship. Flown from Friedrichshafen to Lakehurst, with ; L"JiiiﬁCNAL g
German confirmation for flight to South America and the USA. Autographed by Lady Drummond-Hay, a Hearst : :- :
reporter famous for her passages on zeppelin and airplane adventurers 5 g
MIT LUFTSCHIFF g : 7 A TS OGN
DELAG officials were able to convince a number of South American countries to issue special stamps for GRAF .Z.EPDELI N = Above: Red confirmiation merk o cover o HRe TIRETo TTIDSrSIS0= HATBHE RSO RIS =7 Soin
mail to be carried on the Graf Zeppelin on its South American flight, with revenue going to the airline. BEFORDERT E .
4 3 .
3
2 : ) .
Mit Luftpos} FRThRIG .
befordert F SRR A Gy e
KLY TN ’
Hamburg- Fuhlsbut%e : ‘ W&
: ; EPPEL!N" N Ten
Above: 5¢ on 10¢ surcharged Airmail stamp and 10¢ overprinted Bolivian Airmail stamp Graf Zeppelin mail Flugplatz ﬁﬁ &ﬂ/dd 'M RLr G “IT LUFTSCNFF ,,GRhF Z L uF ISCHIF ¥
KuprRERTIEFORUK ; HGSKAU-F RIE BRIGHSHAFEH D S SREA
e \_*-\'V\M“_\._““\ KARTE w @ u S o ‘1 1 s __}ld_ S
REPUB[ICA DE BOLIVIA ! \| D T T @ :
LCCrc inio e i ‘é‘é&:“éé‘&f&%""“ : ‘
[ 30. 3 Above: Card with red “Mit Luftshiff Graf Zeppelin Befordert” handstamp from the “Round Germany” flight. Mailed .
| . and loaded on board in Munich and carried to Berlin and then unloaded in Hamburg ; ‘
Prof. Dr. Herm. Wagner £ '
Pforzheim, Friedenstr, 11 ; iy
Above: In May, 1930, Bolivia surcharged 3 air mail stamps for Graf Zeppelin mail M Y 5 S
In the same month, Argentina overprinted six of its existing airmail stamps to mark the Graf Zeppelin g AbovePost card with 40K and envelo ; ; ; ' D iti
g . e - ' - . pe with 80K Russian special zeppelin stamps (required in addition to the
flight. Only 4,375 sets of 5 values with blue overprints and 947 sets with green overprints were soid. Above: Card loaded in Konigsberg and cancelled on the Graf Zeppelinon a fiight to Berlin on August 24th regular postage) that could only be used on the Graf Zeppelin's Moscow to Friedrichshafen fiight
25 28
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The Graf Zeppelin’s Proving Flights — Europe 1930 The Graf Zeppelin’s Proving Flights — Europe 1930 4. Germany - The Graf Zeppelin’s Flights — 1931-32 The Graf Zeppelin’s Flights — 1931-32 \
e £ " The first international flight of the Graf Zeppelin in 1931 was to Budapest in late March. Once again,
I »
P E Eckener negotiated with a foreign post office to have special stamps issued that could be used on mail
3 | R . = that would be carried on the Graf Zeppelin, with the majority of the revenue being given to DELAG. 7
Lufischiff , Graf Zeppelin® (LZ 127) : - | S o
Liange 236,6 m, Hohe 33,7 m, Gasinh. 105000 cbm i S -
l:t?tgz:ast ;650’;'0 kg, cStundn:ngesd\'w. ca. 120 km M IT L 'J FT P 0 S T : ;
‘Postamt Friedrichshaien f PAR AMION. ¢
(Bodensee) j it v
> . Amsterdom 4( Hollan -
| LUFTSCHIFF Herrn
GRAF ZEPPELIN Hans G—eimer & Y
S v j;, : ?- ; ’
Saarbmcke:a T <
Grossh, 71 Frleérlchs'brg : 4 ‘B
A ot Above: Hungarian Post Office created zeppelin stamps for the Budapest flight by overprinting existing issues
At Grataq R EN] | A
: BOVENVEN’L ) UITHET ‘R e Légi postaval! : o L
: s LiTHTSCRIP » = s "
U.8.%: FAHRT NACH DEN  |CRAFZEPPELIN ﬂ ZEPPELIN <y R | :
S S e .N IEDERLANDEN 1930 |11 NOVEMBER '30 I k} léghajo magyarorszag1 korrepules1 ' :
Above: Post card carried on the Graf Zeppelin’s Baltic Sea flight in late September with green confirmation mark Above: Card with Saar stamps from the mail drop at Venlo during the November flight over the Netherlands g
Above: On September 14th the Graf Zeppelin conducted a one-day flight to Geneva. This post card was on the S P L4
return flight to Friedrichshafen, with the Swiss flight confirmation mark is in red "
| e QG
In late September, the airship undertook a round trip Baltic Sea flight from Berlin. Mail drops occurred .' 3
at Riga, Tallin, Helsinki, and Stockholm. A landing in Helsinki had to be cancelled due to bad weather. Pes
¥
: 3
PAR AVION ¥ o
"
: : Apponyi-tér { . g
Irb. Kozeégi nyomda r-t. Bpest. | ppony. - ) 2
MIT LUFTPOST "
PAR AVION o ' 3 & s
Khinr Eilares 1E el e valld el aniniall hacwas ot ittt BalticBe: Fidht. Aier the ;MIT '-UFTSCHIFF L : Ahbolve: Posf'lc. card frofm thf- March isth Hungadri;n gigllt s:lrutkf\;vit:.?ehspecAi:I.ﬂight hﬂnd;t?tmp in blue. This was | ‘~. |
landing was cancelled, the mail was taken on board by using a rope e ":GQAF ZEPDELIN :9693‘1' I : MIT LU FTPOST R e R G 'T ey
=N BEFGQDERT U S s 11 PAR AVION ¥y
R ’ ' HEIRRICH 9 P
ENAL e )
Above: Card cancelled during the Saxony flight in November, 1930 with the red confirmation hand stamp TSs
st 3 g [ ,1‘
Above: Card from the Graf Zeppelin's return flight from Darmstadt in August With the success of the flights of the Graf Zeppelin, DELAG placed an order for a larger and more PR
modern rigid airship with Luftschiffbau Zeppelin GmbH at the end of 1930. TS
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The Graf Zeppelin’s Flights 1931-32 The Graf Zeppelin's Flights 1931-32 The Graf Zeppelin’s Flights 1931-32 The Graf Zeppelin’s Flights 1931-32

In June, Liechtenstein post office issued 2 stamps in honour of the Graf Zeppelin’s flight to that country.
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OBERSCHLESIENFAHRT 1931
FR. A. KUMMER,
SCHILLERSTR. 56,
COTTEUS,
DEUTSCHLAND
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Above: Three stamps overprinted for mail that was to be exchanged during the flight to Iceland in July, 1931

> Above: Cover mailed on the April flight from Friedrichshafen to Cairo with on board cancel

Buehan a.F.

VIA GRAF ZEPPELIN A s L N
ICELAND - GERMANY §¢ 12LENG ¢ : ¢ ISLEND ¢ Above: Austrian airmail stamps on a card postmarked July 5™, 1931 and carried on the return from Upper Silesia 4y
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Waerttemberg.
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GRAF ZEPPELIN
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Above: Cover bearing 100 Mm overprinted stamp for covers that was issued by Egypt on April 6th to
commemorate the Graf Zeppelin’s second commercial flight of 1931 to the Middle East. Mailed in Cairo with
Egyptian cancellation, the black Friedrichshafen handstamp on the reverse was used as a flight confirmation rather
than a receiving mark

<. A. KUMMER,
KR \ SCHILLERSTR. 56,
CAARTALALLAA TSR A RN LR R A LY : 3 . % ( e

DEUTSCHE LUETDOST | R D ne A ATTER B ; COTTBUS,

DEUTSCHLAND .

1Ry Go We BARTLETT, PSS
34 EDGEWOOD ROAD, A
GLEN RIDGE, Nodo | it
Us Se Ao : ™ 4

LANDUNGSFAHRT NACH WIEN 1931

S o e

AP&Co.,B,1302

AB Moy 1Ot 181 iR i g g it 0 b q s Above: Registered card with 50 Au and 1 Kr overrinted st and grennrmation mark carried on the . j\
. Sk il ' fHE AT LIEpasT G ee d eI raf Zeppelin stamp to be used on post cards in Iceland flight that was designed to test the Graf Zeppelin's operation in northern climates. Less than 30,000 1- “
urope

- Above: Post card posted in Cairo with Egyptian airmail stamp overprinted 50 Mm for cards Krone stamps were produced, and very few registered covers were carried on the return flight to Friedrichshafen

Above: German 1M stamp on a cover with purple confirmation mark carried on the Austria flight in July < &~ :
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The Graf Zeppelin’s Flights 1931-32 &
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_ Above: On August 29, 1931 the Graf Zeppelin left Friedrichshafen for the first of 3 flights to South-America that '
AL e s : 5 : Rl fall. Postmarked in Friedrichshafen, the green confirmation was applied on board B

: & Above: Russian post card with 2 imperforated stamps. The icebreaker’s “Brise-Glace Malyguin” handstamp was g — il o
- 3 used as a cancel and the red “Luftschiff Graf Zeppelin” was applied abord the zeppelin after the mail transfer MIT LZ 127 ;

Above: Post card carried on the Round Vienna Flight on July 12, Black Vienna confirmation stamp is on address '

' side. Mail was dropped at Graz (black confirmation mark on picture side) and forwarded to Vienna through the = ’ =
Austrian postal system. Popular with collectors — over 1900 post cards were transported i . : “‘“”/ﬂ’;ﬂ MIT ZEPPELIN

Since 1930, plans were discussed to use the Graf Zeppelin for a polar flight for scientific research. The ' L2 1ad
Graf Zeppelin was stripped of its passenger luxuries and loaded with special equipment. Arrangements
were made to rendezvous with an icebreaker in artic waters.
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Luftschif Graf Zeppelin wayed

in Pemambuco vier Tage auf
Antwort,

+ GESETZLICH GESGH.

Herrn Dr, Viktor Schiffer
Hauptplatz 19 .
Laibach/Sudslavien,

AvizoGraf Zeppelinespere em DX

nambl{CO quatro dias sua resposty

™¢/0 Syndicato Condor |

LUFTSCHIFF GRAF ZEPPELIN %p Rua da Alfandega 5 e
2. SUDAMERIKAFAHRT 1931 . Rio de Janeiro "-pz‘

o

e Ta
PHOT. LUFTSGHIFFBAU zsPPMRﬁQu XSH
ZEICHNUNG VON GUSTAY B+ STUTTGART
e RIGHT 1930 3Y GUSTAY £YB - STUTTGART

KUNSTYERLAG GUSTAV EYB STUTTGART

M
J f 5 , al ot . #3
Above: Post card with 1M overprinted German stamp with on board cancel mailed by Hugo Eckener to a contact / ‘
5 dl L I ; ) { . ; AR S - - . . . p..p nd - - : .
in Yugoslavia. The icebreaker’s “Brise-Glace Malyguin” handstamp is used as a cancellation and the red “Luftschief i ey e dmiintfon - et - e o ST

Above: Russia issued 4 stamps (perforated & imperforated) that supposedly showed the transfer of mail between Graf Zeppelin Polarfahrt 1931” mark was applied on board Above: Post card mailed on board the Graf Zeppelin on the August 18" flight to England. Violet confirmation flight encourage the use of zeppelin mail, the red advertising mark in German and Portuguese applied in the onboard
the Graf Zeppelin and the icebreaker Malygin. The 30K and 1R stamps were for registered post cards, and the 35K marking and “Luftschiff Graf Zeppelin” cancellation applied in the onboard post office post office notified recipients that “the Airship Graf Zeppelin will wait four days in Pernambuco for your answer”

and the 2R were to be used for registered letters.
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Above left: One of 5 designs overprinted b

; ' T R T B ; y Argentinian for mail carried on the Graf z At &
"iv,:jr{/‘”!“: CRAF ZEPPE”N g @ G7a pelin Above right: Overprinted stamps issued in August 1931 by Brazil and Paraguay fo:ar]:, a;;;ze:: (I:Zr::?e? 5 : ,:
. DAM R ' KA F AHRT 2 \(& . first Graf Zeppelin South America to Europe flight in September 1931 O sl 3
1 . 3
mic B b e R ambugco
by S o e Above: Brazil
(o} )
@" : Brasilien overprinted
. ey ¥ e stamps for
PHOT. LUFTSCHIPER FRIEDRICHSHAFEN A. B,
ZEICHNON@™WON GUSTAV EYB - STUTTGART 2 zeppelin
COPYRIGHT 1930 BY GUSTAV EYE 'STU'I"I'OART_ Q

airmail

~ Above: Card mailed by Hugo Eckener during the first of 1% of 9 flights between Germany and South America in
1932. Germany 1RM Zeppelin stamp and 2 airmail stamps canceled with the on board cancel. Lilac flight
confirmation applied in the on board post office while the Recife receiving mark added by Brazilian post office

Li

?bove- Post card.mailed in Greece and sent to Berlin, flown by plane to Friedrichshafen, loaded on the Graf
ep?elln a.nd carried to Recife. Red Berlin flight confirmation at the upper left and red South America flight
contirmation below the stamps applied in the on board post office. Greek mail was uncommon on this flight

Above: Preprinted Condor airmail envelope with 1932 Brazil zeppelin overprinted stamp sent by Condor airplane

) i i i i in’s fli iedri th Above: Cover from 8™ South American flight with Argentina overprinted zeppelin stamps issued on August 4% = )
frim Bl e hRette for traysatiai e RiaRperanon on Uik Groeekislin s AiENFOUIs e o 7 Above: Card with 1M zeppelin stamp postmarked in Friedrichshafen and carried on the England flight on July 2nd
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' The Graf Zeppelin’s Flights 1931-32 The Graf Zeppelin’s Flights 1931-32 The Graf Zeppelin’s Flights 1931-32 5. Germany - The Graf Zeppelin’s Flights 1933-37

! :
"y | In July, 1932, Danzig hosted Luposta 1932, an air post exhibit sanctioned by the Fédération International In January, 1933, President Hindenburg appointed Adolf Hitler as Reich Chancellor at the head of a
p de Philatélie. The 9-day exhibit included philatelic competitions, stamp fairs, auctions, as well as i ; : _ R T : cabinet with a minority of Nazi members. He also signed the dual flag law, which created two official
i . RN ‘ ; oo EACIRGANS A displays of models from various aircraft manufacturers. ; ‘ B g = ] flags for Germany — the traditional imperial black-white-red tricolour and the swastika flag of the Nazi
' he highli £ i e ; , IR ' i : Party. The Graf Zeppelin was repainted with the German tricolour on one side of the rudder and the
- T_ e lghllght? the eXthlt. wa.s to be a visit fror_n the Graf Zeppelin. Th.ere were-3 z?ppelm flights - the Mot oot Sh ke et
ok flight to Danzig, a round trip flight over the Baltic Sea, and the return flight to Friedrichshafen. To help
/ finance the exhibit, lottery tickets were sold with the prize being a flight on the airship. 1857 1 The Graf Zeppelin was commandeered by Nazi Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels for his first official
. | i ! . } : : _1.632-10 meeting with the fascist government of Italy. Italy had signed a special agreement in 1932 allowing its
! To help raise funds, a set of the-DanZIg stamps and some postal stationery were overprinted for Luposta e Rﬁé”i%’g'{fﬁ stamps to be used on zeppelin mail, and Italy issued 6 stamps showing the Graf Zeppelin over various
,. ik vyere seif ankyqt the oxilit. The stamps wele sold i faublic fare volue. g ! \._ BEFORDERT : R e : Roman landmarks. Special stamps were also issued by San Marino, Greece, and the Italian colonies of
v i \ the Aegean Islands, Cyrenaica, and Tripolitania.
=4 ROCIERA ZEPPELINGSS - JCROCIERA ZEPPELINGSS
%81 iy 4 Herrn :
¢ /14 CONBOR - ZEPPELIN Viktor N et t e :
- = 19 VUELO" SEPTIEMBRE 1932 . Spediteur :
7 | LUFTSHEF GRAF ZEPPELIN . Teplitz - Schinau. s
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) . : . ) . & Y
v g Above: Card carried by the Condor Airline from Argentina to Brazil where it was loaded onto the Graf Zeppelin for : B o e S A\ T . R : j P N
T - the 5% South American flight trip to Friedrichshafen. The card has the “Condor Aero Transatlantico 1° Vuelo e AL S : N0 NUssiev4%es . - 13 = - e '
.y September 1932” confirmation as well as the Friedrichshafen receiving mark L ' o ' 7. : Liag Y Above: Postcard with on board cancellation for the flight from Friedrichshafen to Danzig for Luposta
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: > “ :; g o e - S Above: Registered cover with the full set of Luftpost-Ausstellung overprints and 2 regular Danzig air mail stamps Mos Luftsch.fé : ‘ e : : ' & i : :
. 295 ' : A carried on the round Danzig trip. The stamps were cancelled at the exposition and the green souvenir : Graf Zeppeiin N POSTA AEREA |
SES Allemanha = 3 T 4t Leppeiin ; osth &
s "‘ o ‘ (st S confirmation mark was applied onboard the Graf Zeppelin : N 3 g - ot
Ll : V S S CROCIERA ZEPPELIN @ A @B CROCIERA ZEPPELIN (Tt CROCIERA ZEPPE
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;9 DJ "‘5;‘“ Above: The set of 6 stamps to issued for use in the Italian Aegean Islands to commemorate the Rome flight
f\:'} . = ' : : o Above: British registered cover to Argentina. Sent from Liverpool to Berlin then flown by plane from Berlin to
\l}; Above: Brazilian cover with violet confirmation mark from the 7*" South American flight to Friedrichshafen (with red flight confirmation) and then carried on the 8" South America flight of 1932 to Recife
. ";?'4| Friedrichshafen
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Above: An Italian ally, Greece issued a set of 3 stamps showing the Graf Zeppelin over the Acropolis. Only 25,000

sets were issued and mint sets are rare.
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Above: Paraguan registered cover for the “3 continent” flight. Purple confirmation applied by Post Office
Below: Cover mailed on board the Graf Zeppelin to Recife with red Chicago Exposition confirmation
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6. England - The Imperial Airship Scheme

49

53

The Royal Navy operated airships during WW1. The R-34, left Scotland and flew to Mineola, N.Y. in July

1919. The return flight covered over 7,420 miles and was the first intercontinental flight by an airship.

Concerned with the success of German airships, the British colonies called on the Empire to develop its

own airship network. The Labour government created the Imperial Airship Scheme that included the

construction of two airships - the R-100 - designed and built by the Airship Guarantee Company and the

R-101 by the Government's Royal Airship Works at Cardington.

Above: Real picture postcard produced by W.B Edwards showing the R-100 flying by Quebec City to St. Hubert

Below: One of 3 unofficial pieces of mail carried on the westbound flight & mailed back to England on August 1st
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The Imperial Airship Scheme

Following the R-100's successful flight to Canada, the staff at the Royal Airship Works felt increasing

57

urgency to prove that the redesigned R-101 was an aeronautical marvel. After a short test flight, the Air

Ministry was pressured by Lord Thompson, the Secretary of State for Air, to issue a Certificate of

Airworthiness so he could fly on the R-101 on its maiden flight to India. Lord Thompson was one of the

most vocal proponents of the British Airship Scheme, and wanted to be back in England to address the

Imperial Conference and gain additional support for the Imperial Airship Scheme. Just after 6:30 p.m. on

October 4, 1930, the R-101 lifted off from Cardington to make the crossing over the English Channel.
In the midst of a storm, at 2:00 a.m. on October 5%, the rigid airship hit a hill near the French village of
Beauvais. It bust into flames, killing 44 of the 48 people aboard, including Lord Thompson.

Above: Real picture post card showing the R-101 on a test flight over England

R

Above: Map showing the final flight of the R-101 (map from https://www.airshipsonline.com/airships/r101
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Above: Cover with 1 of 6 different San Marino Rome stamps issued for the Rome flight with Italian flight mark and
green zeppelin confirmation
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Above: Cover with Berlin cancel carried on the 1% South American flight of 1933 with red routing indicating that
the cover was included in the Barcelona mail drop
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Above: To encourage mail revenue, the United States Post Office applied special lilac confirmation marks to all

zeppelin mail in the 3 ports visited (Miami, Akron and Chicago) as well as to all American mail sent from New York
via ship to Germany for the flight to the Brazil.

The Imperial Airship Scheme

In June, 1930 the R-100 flew on a 12-day visit to Canada. It was estimated that over 1,000,000 people
came to see the airship (Montreal’s population was only 800,00). The Canadian Royal Mail, which had a
post office in the administration building, set up 22 temporary mail boxes on the airport grounds.
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Above: To meet the demand from collectors, U.S. stamp dealer A.C Roessler forged the St. Hubert post office
cachet and cancellation on covers he created and sold for 50¢ in his New Jersey store

7. Germany - The Hindenburg

In March 1935, the Nazi government incorporated Deutsche Zeppelin-Reederei as a joint venture
between Luftschiffbau Zeppelin, the Ministry of Aviation, and Lufthansa (the former Deutsche Luft
Hansa). Prior to the launch of the new LZ-129, Luftschiffbau Zeppelin had to modify the design of the
Hindenburg so it could use hydrogen when the American government refused to supply helium to Nazi
Germany.

On March 4, 1936, the LZ-129 was walked out of the construction shed for the first time. The next day,
Eckener announced that the new zeppelin was named Hindenburg in honour of the German President.
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Above: Just 2 weeks after the 1% flight, Germany issued s stamps showing the new LZ-129 flying over the ocean.

ot PR

Above: Cover flown on the Hindenburg’s sixth trial flight on March 23, 1936. This was the dirigible’s first flight
that carried mail and the stamps were cancelled in the onboard post office
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The Graf Zeppelin’s Flights 1933-37
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Above: Cover with on board cancel from 25 June 1933 flight to Saar. Black flight confirmation mark
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Above: Cover carried on the 5% South American return flight via Sevilla and on to Friedrichshafen. Green
Friedrichshafen receiving mark dated August 29%". Two Brazil Condor-Zeppelin Europa Confirmations on back
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VIA GRAF ZEPPELIN from Friedrichshafen to Chicago

Above: American cover carried to Chicago from Friedrichshafen via Recife, Rio, Recife, Miami and Akron. Lilac
Century of Progress stamp applied by U. S. Post Office in New York & red confirmation aboard the zeppelin

Below: Paraguay issued new stamps in 1934 especially for use on mail carried on the Graf Zeppelin and then
issued in new colours and overprinted in 1935
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The Imperial Airship Scheme

To prove the practicability of the British airship, a local flight was undertaken for 16 VIP passengers from
the government, military and media.

Above: A real photo postcard showing a photo of the R-100 on its local flight of Aug. 11*". Notes on the reverse in
French say the photographer saw the R-100 during its flight over Montreal

~ST. HUB
Q&& N%Al'L seng\ﬁ?g;

Above: A real photo post card cancelled in the St. Hubert Airport Post Office on August 1" (the day of arrival) and
again on August 13 (the day of departure) and signed by the Postmaster, Georges Faille
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The Hindenburg

The Nazis had reoccupied the Rhineland in early March in contravention of the Treaty of Versailles, and
Hitler called for a referendum so the German people could vote on his actions. Reichminister Joseph
Goebbels ordered the Graf Zeppelin and the Hindenburg to deliver Nazi propaganda. during the
“Deutschland flight”. Starting on March 26™, the dirigibles conducted flights in tandem dropping leaflets
and broadcasting martial music and political speeches. Over 98% of the voters gave their approval.
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Above: Cover & leaflet carried on LZ-129’s propaganda flight from March 26-29"". There was no advance notice so
this flight had the lowest volume of mail of any Hindenburg flight

The Hindenburg'’s first commercial flight to Rio de Janeiro started on March 31, 1936. The Nazis had
awarded a monopoly for regular mail to South America to Lufthansa, so zeppelins were restricted to
carrying printed matter, merchandise samples, business papers, parcels and registered mail.
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The volume of South American airship mail to Europe continued to grow as
the Graf Zeppelin increased the frequency of its flights. In 1933, Paraguay
issued a set of 5 stamps showing the dirigible over Brazilian terrain or the
Graf Zeppelin over the Atlantic.
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Above: Cover mailed in Rio for Graf Zeppelin’s flight to Recife during the 3" South American flight of

1933. Green cachet applied by the Brazilian post office before the flight
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Above: Both the German and American post offices issued special stamps for the Graf Zeppelin's flight

to visit the Chicago 1933 Century of Progress exposition

The Graf Zeppelin’s Flights 1933-37 —

' *éy air ship "Graf Zeppelin" to Berlin.
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Above: “Get to Know Germany” post card showing the Graf Zeppelin
cancellation from the September 27' flight over Switzerland

The Imperial Airship Scheme

The R-100 left the mooring mast at 10:10 p.m. on August 13" for the 58-hour flight to Cardington. The R-100 was

52

over Lake Constance (Bodensee). On Board

56

not authorized to carry mail, and the crew members were warned that anyone carrying mail on board would be

fined $25.00 per piece (a large financial penalty during the Depression).
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Above: A. C. Roessler bribed a crewmember to carry 26 envelopes canceled in St. Hubert on August 13 on the return flight
to Cardington. British postage stamps were added and cancelled in London on August 16™, proving that each envelope was

unofficially flown on the R-100. Roessler than sold these covers to collectors from his store in New Jersey

On the flight to England, the rigid airship carried Canadian reporters from both the English and French press and a
few dignitaries, including Group Captain E.W Stedman, the Chief Aeronautical Engineer of the Canadian
Department of National Defence. The airship made use of the gulf stream and managed to knock off almost 21

hours from the western flight, arriving on 16th August 1930 at 11:06 A.M. after 2,995 miles and a trip of 57 hours

56 minutes. The airship was put back into the shed at Cardington for inspection and maintenance.

The Hindenburg
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Above: Registered cover to New York carried on the Hindenburg'’s first flight to North America, May 6 - 9, 1936.

Addressed to F. W. von Meister, the Zeppelin Company’s representative in North America
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Les Selby: Frame 5/5

The Hindenburg
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Above: All mail on the return flight received a US Post Office cachet in violet ink. Franked with proper US postage
of 40¢, the cover was given a Frankfurt (Main) receiving mark on May 14™. The envelope was then sent by ship to
the USA where it received a St. Louis receiving mark on May 27
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The Hindenburg

?, W. von leister
354 Fourth Avenue

New York - City

MIT LUFTSre e HINDENBURG
NACH NORDAMERIKA U.5.4A.

Above: Cover cancelled in the onboard post office during the Hindenburg’s 3rd flight to North America. The cover
is addressed to F. W. von Meister, the Deutsche Zeppelin-Reederei‘s representative in North America

———

Einfhreiben

Mx,

gn}

. s P, Y. v Yeistey

‘ MIT LUFTPOST 354 Fourth ivenue

PAR AVION ' New York - City
OB 0500

Above: A registered cover posted & cancelled in the Olympic Village and then loaded on the airship for the August
5% flight to Lakehurst. The “Europa-Nordamerika” confirmation marking was applied on board the Hindenburg
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The Hindenburg

In March 1937 the Hindenburg two round trips over Germany. On one flight, Ernst Udet conducted a
landing of a biplane onto a trapeze hook system attached to airship in flight. Turbulence made landing
difficult. The airship left Frankfurt on March 16™ for its first South American flight.
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Above: This cover bears a red cancelation from the Hindenburg for the cancelled May 1% Germany flight. The red
text in the square box explains that “Mail dropping during the North American Flight due to cancellation of
Germany Flight.” This cover was included in two bags dropped over Cologne on her way to New York on May 3

Left: Passengers on the flight
were given a map and they could
track the flight route using daily
announcements. Although all
the Command Car’s logs and
maps were destroyed, this map
kept by passenger Peter Belin
shows the final flight route.

{map from Zeppelin Hindenburg by Grossman, Ganz &
Russel)
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The 2" Graf Zeppelin

Ein Luftschiff der
Deutschen Zeppelin-Reederei
landet auf dem

Luftschiffhafen Rhein-Main

Iuftschiff LZ 130
"Graf Zeppelin™
16.Juli 1939 Gorlitz

Frankfurt-Main

Beethovenstr.10

Deutsche Zeppelin-Recderei, Frankiurt a. M. (Foto Sepp tiger} P12

Above: The address side of the card showing the airport confirmation mark used for the Gorlitz flight that was
conducted on July 16 — 17, 1939
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Above: Post card carried on the Graf Zeppelin’s 600 km flight to participate in the Kassel air show
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The Hindenburg
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Above: Cover with U.S. Post Office applied First Trans-Atlantic Flight violet confirmation mark showing the
Hindenburg's route superimposed on two globes and naming Lakehurst and Frankfurt-am-Main. This cover was
over franked at 75¢ unless there was a heavy enclosure. The envelope was opened by German customs and
resealed with custom’s tape
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Above: Reverse of cover showing the customs’ resealing tape and the Frankfurt machine receiving mark with
Hindenburg illustration (shown reduced)
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The Hindenburg

At Goebbels’ request, the Olympic rings were painted on both sides of the Hindenburg.

Nr. 422 -

Verlag: Wilh. Maul, Ludwigshafen a. Rh.

Above: The Hindenburg flew over the stadium during the opening ceremony. Post card with red confirmation
marking applied on board the airship. The 2 Olympic semi-postals were cancelled at the Rhein-Main airport
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Above: Cover with on board post office cancellations and flight confirmation from the 8" American flight of 1936
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The Hindenburg

A few seconds after dropping mooring lines there was an explosion on board and the Hindenburg burst
into flames. Of the 97 on board, 35 passengers and crew died. Of the estimated 17,609 pieces of mail
on this flight, postal authorities salvaged approximately 358 covers and cards. Of these, 176 salvaged
items were unburned (with a few exceptions) because they were stored in a protective, sealed pouch
awaiting postal service on the return flight, and they later received a paquebot postmark.

Above: The US Post Office Department enclosed this recovered cover in glassine envelope and officially sealed it
before delivery to the addressee. Only 182 damaged envelopes could be identified and forwarded to addressee

Both the American and German governments conducted investigations into the crash, but neither
commission could determine the exact cause of the crash.

The crew of the Graf Zeppelin were informed of the Hindenburg disaster while flying from Brazil. The
passengers were not informed until the airship landed at Frankfurt am Main. All zeppelin flights were
suspended, and the Graf Zeppelin was retired one month later. [t was deflated, hung in a hanger and
exhibited to paying visitors. Prior to the crash, the Graf Zeppelin and the Hindenburg together had
carried a total of 47,008 kilograms of mail and 38,272 kilograms of freight.
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The 2™ Graf Zeppelin

" Mit Luftschiff LZ 130
Graf Zeppelin "

Geiling, Niirnberg-A
Vord.Sterngasse 26 |

Paul Pakusa
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Above: On July 22", the Graf Zeppelin made a two-day flight to Bielefeld and Munster. The upper cover has a red
flight confirmation and black Bielefield landing mark while the lower cover has a Munster flight cancellation
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The Hindenburg
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Via Airship "HINDENBURG"
from: FRANKFURT /MAIN, GERMANY
to. LAKEHURST, N. J, U. S. A.

Howell H. Richarde,
Indian “ountain School,
Lekeville, Gonne.

U.S.A,

Drucksache

Via Airship “HINDENBIRG™ T T

FURSTENTUM LIECHTENSTEIN, I8

from: FRANEFURT JRAIR, GEREANY

te: LAKEHURST, N. J., U. 8. A,

Mr. E. W. Pape
¢/o Adkins Printing Co.
New Britain, Conn.

U. 8. A.
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Above: Registered card & cover with new Liechtenstein zeppelin stamps issued to honour the Hindenburg
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The Hindenburg

Left: Liechtenstein issued a set of two
zeppelin stamps for the Hindenburg's
first North American flight. 1fr for
cards showed the Hindenburg and the

Sk c@pwe(ﬁa «é/oz 27

Above: A reverse of a cover mailed on board the Hindenburg on the return leg of the 8" North American flight of
1936. Postage was paid by 4 German Olympic semi-postal stamps issued in May to which the red Europa-
Nordamerika confirmation mark was applied. The back of the cover bears a June 22" horse race souvenir sheet
with Munich Riem 1936 watermark on the sheet margin with the on board cancellation dated September 23" as
well as the Rhein-Main receiving mark dated the 24" and the Vlotho city receiving mark dated September 25"

In 1936, the Hindenburg completed a total of 10 flights to North America and 7 flights to South America
in addition to 6 flights in Europe (including the propaganda flights ordered by Goebbels). The Graf
Zeppelin accomplished 13 round trips to South America and several flights within Europe that year, so
the Deutsche Zeppelin-Reederei fleet was proving to be a profitable venture.
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Above: Cover sent to German stamp dealer H. Sieger for the 1* east bound flight of 1937. Returned to sender with
red Post Office notice of airship disaster
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Above: Post card sent by Deutsche Zeppelin-Reederi about 6 months before inflation to promote the new airship
after the Hindenburg’s destruction. Special red meter stamp used to publicize the new [Z-130
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Above: Mailed in Frankfurt for the Adgust 6% flight to Wurzbu;'g, Bavaria (cbVer partially windowed)

el Lokl St gl difdint

{8500 € 5 .
Dnbndos9

Above: Cover with red Eger flight confirmation mark and the black Eger cancel applied after mail was unloaded
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ON BOARD
THE HINDENBURG
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nirg on o its initial flight from Fried-
ichshafen to Lakehurst, N. J. It is
mailed to you with the compliments
of  the Tide Water Oil  Company,
whese product was selected to lubri-
cate the giant ship.
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Above: Post card produced by the Tide Water Company promoting its Veedol lubricating oil. Although German
postal regulations stated meter mail could not be carried on the airships, an exception was made for this
advertising campaign. The international post card rate of 15Rpf was paid by means of a machine franking and the
zeppelin mail surcharge was paid by the LZ-129 stamp. The message side is shown reduced
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Above: On board cancellations on this cover addressed to F. W. von Meister from the 9" North American flight of
1936. His office developed a significant business selling flown covers to collectors who wanted philatelic mail.

One more flight to North America and 3 flights to South America completed the 1936 season. The
Hindenburg was then put into the hanger for winter maintenance and more passenger cabins were
added.

Above: Map showing the Hindenburg’'s 1936 flight routes to and from North America
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8. Germany - The 2" Graf Zeppelin

The LZ-130, the second airship to bear the name Graf Zeppelin, was launched in September 1938.
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Above: Cover carried on the Graf Zeppelin’s first flight with mail — the Sudeteniand flight on December 2 -3, 1938
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Above: Cover with Leipzig airport cancellation used as the postage cancellation
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9. The End of the Era

A flight to Kénigsberg was planned for August 26th, but was cancelled. it had been decided by the
Aviation Ministry that the airships should be grounded due to the imminent war. The LZ-130 was
removed from its hangar, turned around and walked back into the hangar for public display.

: "Mé.t Luftschiff LZ 130 Graf Zeppelin"

Herm
Glinther Thienemann,
Hann Miinden.
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Wegen AusfallsderFahrfauf
gewsinlichem Weg befordert.

Above: Cover prepared for the Zwickau and Konigsberg flight. Red flight confirmation mark was applied before
cancellation and the red flight cancellation notice was applied before mail was sent by regular post

On 29 February 1940, Hermann Goering issued the order to scrap both Graf Zeppelins and the
unfinished framework of LZ-131, since the metal was needed for military aircraft. By April 27",
Luftwaffe work crews finished cutting up the airships and the Age of the Rigid Airship had ended.

Above: Photo showing the destruction of the Frankfurt zeppelin sheds by Luftwaffe personnel in 1940
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