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Laurentide Air Service 

Northern Air Service 

Jack V. Elliot Air Service 

Elliot- Fairchild Air Service 

Fairchild Air Transport 

Patricia Airways & Exploration Co. 

Patricia Airways

Western Canada Airways 

Commercial Air Service 

Canadian Airways 

Yukon Airways 

Klondike Airways 

BC Airways 

Cherry Red Airline

The 14 Aviation Companies that form the Semi-Official Group
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➢First Prince Albert-based airline  

➢Northern mining transport  

➢Private airmail 

➢Survival and preservation



➢ Limited roads 

➢ Remote lakes and Muskeg 

➢ Mining demand 
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Norman Cherry 

Harry Holroyde 

* 
 

Local vision, Northern 
opportunity

The Founders



 

• Purchased in 1928 

• Flown from Memphis to Prince Albert 

• Small aircraft, big beginning 

The Pheasant H-10



The Pheasant H10

Barnstorming in Northern Saskatchewan

Country Fairs 

Passenger Rides 

Public Excitement about 
Flight



The Pheasant H10

Barnstorming in Northern Saskatchewan

Country Fairs 

Passenger Rides 

Public Excitement about 
Flight



“Rottenstone Lake Mineral Rush”

Prospectors and mining camps  

Freight and personnel transport 

Aircraft as lifeline
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“The Price of 

Distance”
Expensive Freight $50 Bales of  Hay 

Geography shaped Economics

 What happened to the Horse ?



“The Buhl Air Sedan”

Six seats 

300-hp Wright 

engine 

Pontoons, 

heaters, 

periscope



Western Canada Airways 

Contract 

 Pressure 

Timing mattered

Competition



“Private Airmail”

25,000 stamps 
10 cents per ounce 
Collector varieties
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Engine failure 

Forced landing 

Buhl destroyed

The loss of  the Buhl Air sedan in October 1929 was followed just days later by the New York stock 
market crash 12, 13. The ensuing Great Depression brought a sudden end to mineral prospecting in 

the north 



“The Fisher Family Survives”

Rev. G. W. Fisher and 
family Pilot Alva Malone 

No injuries





“Economic Collapse”

Stock Market Crash
Depression

Mining Traffic 
Disappears
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”The  End of  Cherry Red”

Wound up in 1931 Shareholders 
paid 65 cents on the dollar. 

Vision outlasted the company



”The  End of  Cherry Red”

Wound up in 1931 Shareholders 
paid 65 cents on the dollar. 

Vision outlasted the company



“The Pheasant Preserved” 

Stored for years 
Restored by WDM and volunteers 

Oldest surviving airplane in Saskatchewan



“Legacy” 

Aviation pioneer Airmail innovator

Bush flying example Preserved heritage
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“Closing 
Thoughts”

Small airline.

 Short life. 

Lasting legacy



“Rottenstone Then and 
Now”
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THE STORY OF CHERRY RED AIRWAYS: SASKATCHEWAN'S FORGOTTEN 

 PIONEER AIR SERVICE 

Cherry Red Airline, established in 1928 by Norman Cherry and Harry Holroyde, was a pioneering force in 

Saskatchewan’s aviation history as the first airline based in Prince Albert. Starting with a Pheasant biplane for 

barnstorming, the company rapidly evolved to serve the 1920s northern mineral rush, acquiring a state-of-the-

art Buhl CA-6 Air sedan for heavy transport and airmail. Despite its innovative spirit—including the issuance 

of  Canada’s first private airmail stamps—the airline faced daunting challenges, from fierce competition with 

Western Canada Airways to the total loss of  its flagship aircraft in a miraculous 1929 crash. The economic 

collapse following the 1929 stock market crash ultimately ended the venture in 1931. Today, its legacy is 

preserved through the oldest surviving airplane in Saskatchewan and the ongoing mineral exploration in the 

rugged north it once helped to open.

Precis 
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Sources and Further Reading

• Saskatchewan Mineral Deposit Index (Rottenstone Mine) [Cherry Red...ve Summary | Word]
• Prince Albert Daily Herald, Museum Musings: Cherry Red Airlines [Cherry Red...ve Summary | 

Word]
• American Air Mail Society, The Air Mails of Canada and Newfoundland [Cherry Red...ve 

Summary | Word]
• British North America Philatelic Society, Cherry Red Airline Flights [Cherry Red...ve Summary 

| Word]
• Western Development Museum, Red Pheasant Aircraft History [Cherry Red...ve Summary | 

Word]
• Canadian Civil Aircraft Register (CF-AAY) [Cherry Red...ve Summary | Word]
• Fathom Nickel, Albert Lake Project [Cherry Red...ve Summary | Word]
• Library and Archives Canada, The Beginning of Airmail Delivery [Cherry Red...ve Summary | 

Word]
• Author's Cherry Red Airways Presentation Collection [Cherry Red...ve Summary | Word]
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Thank you for your attention. 

Questions and discussion welcome.



Fokker Super Universal CV.137 CF-AJB Starratt AW 28.02.34 06-11-1942

Starratt Airways at McKenzie Island
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